
Tris LANDED INTEREST. 91

And he, on his Part, is bound hf his Office ta

6mit thtfmalifir Intereft ofthe County ofMddltt

file, or of the Middle/ex Eleffors, when ftanding inr

Competition with the^r^tf/^rlntercftsof hisFellow

Subjects in^^i^^f, or other Places :—So that ia

Ihort, tho* fome few only, perhaps not a fortieth

Part, of the Inhabitants ofthe whole Idand, have

legal Votes for Reprefentatives, all in general,

both within the Ifland, and without it, are

virtually reprefented. That this is Faft and

Law, that this ever was the Conftitution of th^

Briti/h Empire, from the earlieft Times down to

^e prefent Day, is fuch an apparent Truth,

that it cannot be denied. Therefore in this

Senfe it is true, and inw others that every Mem-
ber of the commonwealth is fuppofed to give his

previous Confent to the making of thofe Laws,

which he is afterwards bound to obey, and to

the impofing of thofe Taxes which he is obliged

to pay. Indeed upon this Footing (viz. of vir-

tual Reprefentation in fome Cafes, and of actual

Eledion in others) a free and well-poifed Go-

vernment can ftand, and be fupportcd ; but it

can be fupported on no other :—Nay, the Go-

vernment of the Majfachufets-Bay itfelf, when-

ever this Colony Ihall become independent of

the Mother-Country, muft then, as well as now,

be fupported on this very Principle ; that is to

fay, on the very Principle againft which they
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