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\
VARIOUS unkind reflections Laving" been thrown out, in certain 

publications, concerning fuch of the fenior preachers as are laid 
to direct and manage our connexion, as if they were “ Tyrants and 

Oppreffors,” and the other preachers but mere “ Cyphers,” \Ve, whole 
names are under-written, think it our duty to repel fuch reflections by 
declaring, That, inftead of confidcring our fenior brethren in the light 
of “ Tyrants and Opp.'cffors,”/we lM-durfclvcs under great obligations 
to them, for their extraordinary- labour and fatigue in the fervice of 
the Conference. We arc fatisfied, that their piety, abilities, faithfulncfs, 
diligence, ufefulnefs, and long continuance in the work of the miniflry, 
entitle them to the refpeél and elteem of the whole connexion.— 
And though we are taught by our Saviour, to “ call no man 
Matter upon earth yet, regarding them as our Fathers, we con
ceive it our duty to hear them fpeak in our conferences with that 
deference which is due to their age and character ; efpecially, as we 
are perfuaded they have greatly contributed to keep the body one 
in the Lord. We tliould think it an honour to wafh their feet; and 
our defire and prayer is, to follow them as they have followed 
Chrift! ^
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