o
country which circumstances have rendered it impossible for the lo
cal Government to perform. It is precisely that deficiency which it
i5 in the power of the Imigration Association to supply, il" they b
joined and sustained by the good sense and good fecling of the coun-
try : nay cven the self-interest of individuals willy if" judiciously ex-
ercised, contribute to the common good.

“An cvil attendant upon the colonization of Canada, in times past,
is industriously represented as still existing in its aggravated forms,
by those who would deter scttlers from sclecting this provinee as their
home. [tis urgml that nearly all the lands within - the scttled pre-
cinets of the provinee have passed into the hands of lnn.m‘ individuals:
and that the new emigrant must necessarily go far into the depths of
the forest, remote from the peopled  settle aments ;3 ; where, whatever
may be the excellence of his land, he will be remote from markets,
mills, or even roads or the means of procuring labour or supplics,
during the first year of his residence.

«These difficultics have existed to a great and dishear h“mng extent,
sometimes so as to induce the scttler to abandon his possessions. It
is truc also that a great proportion of the land, especially in the older
surveyed Towns lll[)\, comprchending the - choicest locations, in the
neighbourhood of roads and navigable waters, now belongs to private
mdividuals—and it is this very fact that cnables the A\A\,ou ition  to
be of the most essential service.  These tracts are at present unpro-
ductive to the owner, and if retained in their wild state, with the view
to their owners obtaining higher prices, would interpose such a se-
rious obstacle to the scttlement of the country as might well justify
the Legislature in imposing a tax upon lands kept unimproved  from
so sclfish and narrow a policy. The Association are happy in
knowing, —for many of such proprictors arc among its mest zcalous
members,—that such lands generally remain in their profitless fertility,
only because the hand of man is wanting to turn them into productive
cornficlds and animated pastures 5 and that if their fellow country-
men were here to make use of them, they would be happy in giving
to them portions equal to their utinost wants without moncy and
without price j—yes—and cvery other aid which could tend to their
futurc advantage.  And this too withoutany aflectation of gencrosity
on the part of the members of the Association 5 for they are well
aware, that, by the scttlement and cultivation of a portion of their
lands, the adjoining part will become Letter worth the purchasing by
future cmigrants, or by the scttler humsclf when he shall have become
i)i r.in\l'nlt.

“This system of {ree grants of portions of private properties scal-
teved over the whole Provinee,and theretore presenting endless choic
ol locality, i respect to previous settlement ot (riends, &e., to such
persons s leve noinoney to pay,or having small means, might mon
benelicially to thonselves and the country apply them to accelerate
the nprovement of the land, forms the principal fcature in the seheme

“the \osociation, '.l\\ which the ¥ ]“'i“ to be usclul to their coun
mone Batitis only one s there are cascs:, where not only the
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