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mcnts. Can \vt doubt then, thai they would not have

made fonie attempts to cftccl a fchcmc we arc to im-

derftand was held In fuch cflijnation by them ? The if-

luc of this contcft gave France a itill greater opportuni-

ty of doing it, for Lake Champlain and its territories

were adudgcd to New Hampfhirc, a colony in every

refpetft unable to maintain or defend it. They after-

wards devolved upon New York, and the fame favour-

able opportunity ftill fubfiftcd : for the difmcmbcrment

of the whole province of New Jerfey from that govern-

ment, and the fucceeding quarrels between them about

their boundaries, which were carried to fuch height, that

they were upon the point of cutting one another's throats,

and, above all, the primitive weaknefs ofthe colony ofNew
York, rendered an attempt of that nature almoft fure

of fuccefs. Here, therefore, thirty years are elapfed,

and not one fingle ftep taken to give the leaft colour to

fupport even a bare fufplcion of this defign of the French,

on which fo much weight has been impofed j but rather

the contrary. Did they not, after taking our fort of

Sarahtoga (fituate in the heart of New York) laft war,

domolifh it ? Did they not do the fame this war by Of-

wego and Fort William Henry ? But how differently

have they adted in the profecution of their other fcheme !

there we cannot but admire hovir vigoroufly they exerted

themfelves, and in what manner they fuccecded ! had

they not, by means of their Forts Frontenac, Niagara,

Venango, du Quefne, thpfe at the junction of the Wa-
bac.ie with the Ohio, and the Ohio with the Miflifippi,

and feveral other intermediate forts efFedled this long

wifhed for jundlion. Their opening a communication

with the ocean, through the province of Nev/ York, if

ever intended, could not then be " equally important," nor
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