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to confole themfclvcs with their rich pofTcflions in the Eaft

Indies, and to fit down content in the Weft, with Surinam';

a country once in the poflcff.on of England, but of no great

vnluc whilfl: we had it, and winch we ceded to them in ex-

change for New York ; and with two or three fmali and
barren iflands in the north fea, not far from the Spanifli Main,

Surinam, or Dutch Guiana, is fituated between 5 and 7
des;. north lat. exteiKiin'j; 100 miles alono- the coaft from the

mouth of the river Oronocjuc, north, to the river Maroni,
or French Guiana, fouth. The climate of this count! y is

generally reckoned unwholefome ; and a conlideruble part of
the coaft is low and covered with water. The chief fet.le-

ment is at Surinam, a town buiit on a river of the fame
name ; and the f)utch hnve extended their plantations 30
leagues above the mouth of this river. The colony is now in

the moft flouriihing fituation, not only with Europe, but
with the Weft-Iudia iflands. Thv^r chief trade confifts in

fugar, a great deal of cotton, coffee of an excellent kind, to-

bacco, flax, (kins, and fome valuable dying drugs. They
trade wirh our North American colonies, who bring hither

horfes, live cattl , and proviionsj and take home a large

quantity of moh'iT; s ; but ^hc:r negroes are only the refufe of
thofe they have for tlie Spauiih market,

Dutch Islands in America.

St. EUSTATIA.l^ITUATED three legues north-

}j^3 w^"'^ of St. Cnriftophcr's, and is

only a mountain ibout 29 miles in compafs, riling out of the

fea like a pyramid, and almo'l round. But, tb.ough fo fmall,

and inconvenienrly laid out by nature, the induftry of the

Dutch have made it turn (Hit to very good account; and it is

faid to contain 5000 whites, and 15,000 negroes. The fides

of the mountain are laid out in very pretty fcttlcmentsj but

they have neither fprings nor rivers. They raife here fugar

and tobacco ; and this illand, as well as CurafTou, is engaged

in the Spanifh contraband trade, fea- which, however, it is

not fo well fituated ; and it draws the fame advantage from its

conftant neutrality. Its fituation renders it the ftrongeft of

all the Weft-India iHands, there being but one good landing-

place, which may be eafily defended by a few men 3 and the

haven is commanded by a lirong fo»-t.

CURASSOU.] Situated in x2 deg. north lat. 9 or lO

leagues from the continent of Terra Firma, is 30 miles long

and
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