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4 CANADA.

Workl who have not thrown off the yoke—thf

only portion who are not yet free ; and this taunt

has not been without its effect upon the un-

thinking portion of the community. What is

the cause of this unusual sympathy ? The ques-

tion is already answered.

Another important reason which the Ameri-

cans have for the possession of the Canadas is,

that they are the means of easy retaliation on

the part of England in case of aggression. They

render them weak and assailable in case of war.

Had they possessionof the Canadas,and our other

provinces, the United States would be almost in-

vulnerable. As it is,theybecome defenceless to the

north, and are moreover exposed to the attack of

all the tribes of Indians concentrated on the wes-

tern frontier. Indeed, they never will consider

their territory as complete " in a ring fence,"

as long as we have possession of the mouths of

the St. Lawrence. They wish to be able to boast

of an inland navigation from nearly the Equator

to the Pole—from the entrance of the Missis-

sippi to the exit of the St. Lawrence. Our


