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Christmas daj", said Mass ; when it was over, T made a

short discourse to exhort our folks to patience. It was
a kind of parallel between what the Savior of the world

had suffered, and what we endured, and I closed by
exhorting tliem to offer their pains to our Lord, and by
assuring tliem that this offering was a title to obtain the

end and recompense. We can express much better the

evils we feel, than those we see others experience. INIy

words had the cfl'ect I expected ; each one resumed
courage, and resigned himself to suffer, till it should

please God to call him to hliuself, or to rescue us from

danger.

On the first of January, considerable rain fell all day,

and, as we could not shelter ourselves from it, we had

to go to sleep all wet, and during the night, a violent

norther, so to speak, froze us in our cabin, broke up all

the ice in the bay, and carried the fragments off' with

our longboat ; a man named Foucault informed us of

this by a loud cry ; we sought, in vain, the spot to

which it had been carried. Judge of our consternation

;

this accident crowned our misfortunes, and took away

all hopes of seeing them end ; I felt all the conse-

quences of it ; I saw despair seize on all ; some wished

to eat at once what food we had, and go die at the foot

f some tree ; others no longer wished to work, and, to

justify their refusal, said, that it was useless to prolong

their pain, as there was no apparent hope of escaping

starvation. What a situation, my dear brother ! It would

touch the hardest heart. I shed tears as I write it, and

I know you are too sensitive to the miseries of others,

*o think that you can read my letter unmoved.

I had need to recall all my strength to oppose my
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