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of the protedlion which they would have

afForded to the Britifli traders againft the

Indian Tribes, the meafure would be

highly impolitic. It would certainly be

more advantageous to eredt, on the oppo-

Ute fide of the river, fuch fmall places

of defence as may he neceflary to this

purpofe, and fuch other conveniencies as

may be requilite for carrying on the fur

trade, than to entail upon ourfelves an

endlefs conteft with America.

It has been aflcrteu, that by not hav-

ing the poiTeffion of Penobfcot, the na-

tion is deprived of a territory which-

might be eminently ufeful in fapplying

large mafts for the navy. This, how-

ever, is by no means the truth of the

cafe ; for the country is already ex-

haafted of the timber which could be

ferviceable for that purpofe. At prefent,-

there is not a tree left which is capable

of being converted into a mafl of any

confiderable fize. If the growing timber

of that di(lri(5t flionld hereafter be able
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