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books, they certainly einl)0(ly more of the ancient spirit of

Britain than any other siniihir work.

The peculiar fascination which the first edition ever had for

youthful readers we hope to have i)reserved. The word Mah-
''MO!,'eon means "boys' stories." To ij;nore this fact would

je to sin against the very life of lej^^endary history ; at the same

time, the "Age of Chivalry," from its classic associations, is

worthy a place in any library.

Our illustrations are intended to beautify tlu: pages, and aKo
interpret their s[)irit. Tiu'y have been i)rei)ared with great < are,

and we trust will gratefully serve their purpose. Jieneath every

myth lies ii needful sentiment. Legends are but an ordinary

garment with which Truth is often [)leased to < lothe herself.

King Arthur is more than a shadow. His name is carved upon

the corner-stone of our civilization, and the " Ageof ("hivalry
"

is only limited by the age of man.
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