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FARMING.

The fanning was most intoivstin^. No fann instructor lioro

rouK's to incite tlu' lag^'ing or berate tli'i la/y, but tliese Sioux

farm oftlunr own motion. Our visit was j)ai(l on the 2l)tli of

Autriist. and almost all the wiieat was cut and in stook ; in

some ca.ses stacking was going (m. The thirty horses owne<i

cm the reserve ai'e sufficient l\)r farni operations, and yet are

not .so numerous as to suggest the roaming tendency .so pre-

valent ajnong the western Indians. We found on en(|uiiy

that there are about two hundred acres under cultivation on

the reserve, which would be an average of some seven acres

|)er family. Take (me example, " Ben." This Indian has

twelve acre.s under crop. His wheat i.s excellent and i.s partly

cut. VV^e found his .son busy mending liis reaper. It was not

a self-bindei but was servic(.'abl('. The young man had mended
in a workmanlike manmii a difficult |)art of tlu; woodwork of

the machine. Tlui cooking stove outside the hou.se was pre-

paring dinner, and after partaking of tliis, Ben junior would
attack the grain remaining The (children were cookinij before

the .stove gteMU eais of Indian coi'ii of which a plantation was
near. Ben had also several acres oi oats, potatoes and turnips.

STUCK KAISIN<;.

The Sioux are found enuauing in mixed farming and in this

show themselves wise. The writer was n(»t al)le to obtain the

([uantity of stock belonging to privatt; ])arties. as distinguished

from that owned by the ( }over?iment. i^ut from the age

of the resi'rve and the industrious character t)f the Sioux, it

seems probable that most of the stock is private property.

It will be seen that this is eonsideial»le. There are on the re-

serve 4;') cows, .')2 oxen, and oo young stock — making in all

I.So head of cattle. Perhaps tlie most noticeable featui'e of

stock raisin^' is the lars^je niimbei' of sheep luiloni;in<x to the

Sioux. There are no less than 87 shee[> on the I'cserve. Thci

growth of sheep is perhaps ont; of the best indications of |)r()-

gre.ss of an Indian band. The shoei) need cai'O and reijuire pio-

tection from prairie wolvcjs and the innumerable dogs that in-

fest an Indian sett!em(mt. The product of the sheep can be
• !lilize(' in many way.s. The large flock of this reserve destroys

what u.sed to be a treasured belief of the western plains that

.sheep could not be n ared in the Northwest It is a sugges-
llv- ci;.'cui.j>tance, which no doubt the watchful ethnolo<xlsts
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