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have no doubt that in the future it will present
[hem with many curious problems.

It is interesting to conisider what Canada's
position would be if we were part of the
Freneh Empire, for instance. I have looked
into that situation., and, have gone into the
position of the differeet French colonies. First
of ail, I find that the peace army of France
-that is to say, the army of to-day-con-
sists of W~5.000 men, beliind whom stand the
trained roserves, which would probably bring
thc total up to 2,000,000 men. The peace-
time army of Francc is romposod as follows:
thero are Frenchmen in France, 383,000; the
Foreign Legion, 10,5D0; North African native
troops. 103,500; colonial native trocps, 87,500;
irregular and auxitiary native troops, 12.500;
the gendarmerie and the National Guard,
32,000. Oce-third of the peace-time army of
Fiance is *raised in the colonies of France.
If Canada were a part of the French Em-
pire we sbould have to maintain an armiy by
conscription, an(l we sbotild bave to support
that armiy by taxation. We shoiîld not be
consulted about the conscription or the
taxation, and upon tbc outbreak of war w e
should deliver cur trcops te tha -Motber
Country. Tbat w'culd bc ouir position if we
wore part cf the Empire of Franceo. co f
tbe mcst liberal nations of the ivorl. What
our position would be if we w'ere part cf soe
othor empire 1 could not say. It Ns pirt of
the war plans cf Francoe at the oitlireak of
war to transport to France, in order to fight
for France. 450,000 men from the North
African colonies. Those troops are ail con-
scripted in the colonies to wbich they belong.
acd they are supported hy taxation iu those
colonies as far as their budgets will go.

If we were part cf the French Empire wxe
should nct be sitting here discussing wxhether
or net we would do tbis, that or the other
thing; wbat we ahould do would be laid
before us, anti it woeîld be orîr duîty' to obey.
1 would bring these considerations to the
attention cf soine bonourable gentlemen who
have x ery pronouniced vicîvs on the matter cf
rendering any ass~istance at ail to the British
Empire.

Now, in the w bole cf this question of na-
tional defonce, wbicbi aima at security-
to the end tlîat ouir instituîtions may be carried
ce ivitliout threat or danger. and tînat we mcv
enjoy life. liberty, prcsperity and the pursuit
cf hapîpincss wliat is the overriding consider-
ation? It is this. WTe are part cf a great
Empire, a great commonwealth united by
bonds cf languago, common aima. common
objects cnd the like. This Empire embracea
a quarter cf the earth's surface. and bas on1e-
quarter cf the population cf the world. The

bonds whicb bind the component parts te-
gether are of the ligbtest possible character.
They do flot bear beav ily on us at ail, Ie
this Empire, by reason cf its strength and
population, it is possible te enjoy in full
nacasure a security which will make for our
happincss. We can flnd a measure cf security
wbicb we can find in no0 other way. What is
the overriding, the dominatieg fact in cil]
this? It is that Great Britain berself is the
cote of the Empire; that she is lacracîf a great
power; that during the past three haundred
years she has made a mighty contribution
to the progressa cf the wcrld in its conceptions
cf liberty, justice and comnaon decency.
Withie the la,,t tee yocrs lier exertions foi
the mnaintenance of peace have gaincd foir bei
the confidence and respect cf ail naankind
It seeas; to me, therefore, that a.side from ail
questions cf chivalry, honour aed the like, con-
sidorations of intereat point to the adoption
cf collectiv e security within the Empire.

If by some terrible catastrophe Great Biitain
ivoro redîiced to tIno statua cf a second-rate
power. w bat would bappen? The life of ex ery
indivilual in the British Empire w'ouild be
changed. Notbing would romain as it wvas.
Auîstralia would liave te give o p the vision
cf a white Australia. Every statute, overy
treaty. cvery ccetract. every agreement wlîicb
exists to-day in couetrios like South Africa.
New Zcaland cnd Canada, for the protection
oif the rights cf miecrities, aîîd wbicla enabirs
people to lire dccntly cnd harnaoniouslv
togorber. would gc hy the board. Lifo would
ho radirallv and advoi'iely changed for vveiy
single individual if Great Britain fr11 te the
statua of a secoîîc-rate pcwer. If it ho trno.
thon. thiat within tIne Britisff Emîpire ivo mav
find a larger mosureocf secuiity than can ho
found in cny cther way, and if by co-opera-
tion witb the othor parts cf the Empire we
can secure for otiracî os and those wbo come
aftor us an cpportueit, for developent aloeg
the lines w hich xve have laid out, it is, it
seoms te me, the part of wisdoaa and cm-
mon anse, to follow but cee course. Tc do
so can ho suipportLed. I tbink, on every pos-
sible ground. an(1 if ive arrive at that con-
clusion anti live up to the agreements we
înake, thon, and ccnlv thon. will it ho possible
for us te, land over to sucýceeding genorations
tIno great eInte that hais hon couimiittu d to us.

Hon. A. H. MXICDONELL: Honomirable
sonators, I listened with a gicat deal cf
pîcasucre to the remarks of the honcurable
gentlemana whbo bas jîîst taken bis seat, par-
ticularly to the points ho brougblt oct regard-
îng the fact that wc have no protection for
otîr coasts and for the trade cf this country.
He sýpoke cf coroplane carriers. Every word


