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to our principal crop, wheat, we have a great
deal with which ta contend. There are pres-
ent here corne mien who are Manitoba wheat
farmers, and the>' will flot dispute the state-
ment that had it nat been for what were
reg-arded as high prices far wheat, man>' ai
the farmers wauld have had ta leave their
iarms, because for variaus reasons it would
have been absolutel>' impossible for thern
ta, make a living. We in the West have ta
contend with a great deal af dry weather.
We used ta suifer ta some extent frorn irast,
but that does noît affect us sa rmuch now.
The great difficuit>' in that country i.s the
lack ai rain and in the st twio years we
have had ta contend with sornething we
neyer experienced before, namel' tihe
wind starms, that blew out the craps.
1 think that the han. mernber from
Manitou <Han. Mr. Sharpe) will agree
with me that millions ai dollars were
spent in buying grain not oni>' for re-seed-
ing, but for the third soiwing. The tre-
mendaus winds we have out there were
bloiving the grain outaif the ground. There-
fore, as I have eaid, it was oni>' the high
price ai aur wheat that enabled the farmers
ta stand the test.

Of course there are places in the West
where maney has been made. Some people
have been ver>' fartunate. In 1915 the crop
was excellent; I think we had about 3W0,-
000,000 bushels ai wheat. Last year in the
three provinces the yield was about 192,000,-
000 bushels.

There is no need for me ta labour this
aspect iurther. The point I desire ta make
is that those three provinces have been
entirel>' dependent upan wheat growing and
cattie raising. To-day it does not pa>' ta
raise cattie. That is true not anly ai the
West. I read yesterday a statement made
b>' Mr. Morrisan, secretar>' ai the farmer's
part>', that there is very littie export of
cattle irorn Ontario to-day. There was at
one time a ver>' large expart.

It was, 1 think, in the three prairie prov-
inces that the farmers' arg-anization origin-
ated.

Hon. Mr. FOWLER: Do I understand
the honourable gentleman ta se>' that it
daes not .pay ta raise cattle in the West?

Hon. Mr. SCHAFFNER: It is said that
cattie raising does nat pay, because ai the
price that the farmers can get for their
grain and because cf the long, cold winters;
and I could give the hanourable gentleman
a wonderiul illustration regarding Alberta,
if I had time. Without fear ai contradic-
tion 1 sa>' that there is flot much malle> in
cattle raising in the Northwest to-day.

Hon. Mr. FOWLER: It is not necessary
to bouse the cattie in the winter.

Hon. Mr.'SCH.AFFNER: In Alberta tAie>
miust be housed.

Han. Mr. FOWLER: Conditions have
changed since I have been there.

Hon. Mr. SCHAFFNER: I may make
sqme mistakes, but I amn trying ta be fair,
as well as careful, in stating w'hat I be-
lieve ta be the facts.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: My hon.
friend does flot undertake ta say tkiat in
Alberta range cattie are housed.

Hon. Mr. SOHAFENER: I arn speaking
of the fariners in Alberta. They house their
cattie, do they not? 1 think that staternent
is correct. I arn nat referring ta the ranges.

Now, what is it that has driven the farin-
ers ta forrn a party? I know that the state-
ment I arn about ta, make will flot have
the syrnpathy of this Hause. My data rnay
flot be absolutel>' correct; hence I may be
wrong in my conclusions; but I arn af the
opinion that thia agrarian movement in
tihe West has been caused by what is called
«'big business "-the big industries af the
other provinces. 0f that I amn firrnly -cn
vinced. The big interests have nat been
satisfied with fair profits. As ta the ques-
tion ai fiscal policy, the farmers af the
West believe £hat the tariff is taa high.
Now, I arn nat a free trader. The leader af
the Farmers' part>' is, I believe, Hon. Mr.
Crerar, and hie is reported ta have eaid he
would rsweep away the tariff wall in its en-
tiret>'. I believe he has not been correctly
reported. 0f course we muet always say
we have not been correct>' reported when
we do not like what we have said. A de-
spatch. front Woodstock, N.B., states that
Mr. Crerar-
--advocated the entire sweeping away cf the
protection wai and the production ef a revenue
tram direct taxation as a Tnea.ns cf replacing
the revenue whjch would be needed te carry
on the busins of the ountry, declaring thait
protection conferred a apecial privilege upon
induistry, and that Canada should only be mak-
Ing the thingis which ehe can nbake c.heapest,
and then enter imto unrestricted world trade.

I do not think Mr. Crerar said that.
What Mr. Crerar personali>' thinks, I
arn nat prepared ta say, but I arn pretty
well prepared ta state what his first lieu-
tenant says. Before caming down' here I
spent several hours with the man whom I
consider ta, be his first lieutenant, and he
states that the>' are net askîng for free
trade. «'But," I told hîm, " You are talk-
ing about class legisiation." I have ne


