
5426CMM SDBAE

Oral Questions

1 want to ask the miîster whether this means he stili insists on
imposing his views on the provinces by making them feel they
are up against tie wall, since hie sent themr a 36-hour ultimatum.

[English]

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human Resources
Development and Minister of Western Economic Diversifi-
cation): Mr. Speaker, the hon. Leader of the Opposition is, once
again building a question on a strong base of fantasy. Neyer, in a
letter, comment or direction did 1 say that there would be any
limit of 36 hours.

This morning I spoke directly to Uic chairman of Uic social
services ministers, Dr. James Smith. I asked him where he heard
it and he said it was brought up by somebody in Uic meeting and
Uic press asked about it and he responded. 1 asked: -Had you
heard it from me?" He answercd: "No. You are talking about
10 days, two wecks, whatevcr time is necessary for a response".

1 would say to the hon. Leader of the Opposition that before hie
asks, a question he should get his facts straight.

[Translation]

Hon. Lucien Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, in a democracy like ours, Uic best way to be informed is
to read respectable and respected newspapers. The Ottawa
Citizen said today-

Sonie bon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Bouchard: The Ottawa Citizen is a very good newspaper.
It reported today Uiat provincial ministers were given 36 bours
to get back to the niinister.

1 want to ask Uic minister whether be realizes that by being so
uncompromiùsing and setting this deadline for a quick response
from the provinces, be is aggravating thc impasse between
Ottawa and Uic provinces.

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human Resources
Developmnent and Minister of Western Economic Diversifi-
cation): Mr. Speaker, I would like to read Uic press release from
thc Minister of Health and Social Services: "The ministers have
reiterated their commitment to reform of our social programs.
They also strcssed Uic need to find more effective ways to
implement social programns so as to reduce poverty and improve
services to Uic needicat in our society".

[English]

Mr. Speaker, Uic ministers of social services understand Uic
priority: get down to work to find new answers to deal with
poverty. The only person who is flot engaged is Uic Leader of Uic
Opposition and his party.

[Translation]

Hon. Lucden Bouchard (Leader of the Opposition): Mr.
Speaker, Uic provincial ministers want social reform, but Uiey

do not want the minister's reform. That is the differern
Uic minister not realize that instead of his usual ui
obstinacy, hie should show-
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Some hon. members: Oh, oh.

Mr. Bouchard: UnhealUiy-misguîded.

An hon. member: It is a synonym.

Mr. Bouchard: Instead of being so obstinate, w
minister agree he sbould show som common sense an
point of not only involving Uic provinces in his re:
espccially of rcspecting their practically exclusive jWl
in Uiis arca?

[Englishl

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of Human R
Development and Minister of Western Economici1
cation): Mr. Speaker, we have said always Uiat this 1
bigger Uian any one govemment, any one level of gover
is a reform that requires Uic full participation of ai 0~
We will work wiUi anybody: provincial govemmnls
groups, Canadians on an individual basis. We did that d
first phase of thc Commons hcarings and we intend ted
in Uic second phase.

I said specifically in thc letter 1 wrotc to Uic ir
social services--if Uic hon. Leader of Uic Oppositionl W

Uic time to read the letter and find out what was real
whcre I said Uiis must be bascd on Uic full particiWa
partners in this process. The only people who are
participating are Uic Bloc Quebecois and we knioWv ti
why.

[Translation]

Mrs. Francine Lalonde (Merdier): Mr. Speaker,
tion is for Uic Minister of Humas Resources DevelOPI'
Ottawa Citizen, rcfcrring to off-Uic-record reinarks
ernment spokesman, disclosed parts of Ui cIa
reformi bcing considered by Uic federal goverflflic,
that will be made public at Uic end of July, durilig tht
holidays, after Parliament bas adjourned.

Cas Uic minister confirm that bis reform will requi
income secnrity program recipients, be it welfare Or 'ii
ment insurance, will have to do commnnity work or takl
courses i order to receive their beiefits? The Natio
Poverty Orgasization said Uiis will amount to a8he
policy, and will not formn Uic basis of a real einplOY"e

[English]

Hon. Lloyd Axworthy (Minister of JuitiDiU't

Develooment and Minister of Western EcOulOicI
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