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to tic fact that the Prime Minister of that
day had done certain things to extend goverfi-
ment operation.

Now I wish to say a word or twe on the
subject of controls. At the end of the war
I tbink almost everybody felt (1) that con-
trois had served a useful purpose, (2) that
they could flot be done away with immedi-
ately, (3) that they hoped they would be
done away witb as soon as possible, and (4)
that tbey wanted a continuing plan known
and understood by the public. In respect te
the first three points I am sure the goverfi-
ment would agree, but in respect of the last
I t:bink we are entitled to criticize the goverfi-
ment. I think we can say: (1) that thore
should be a developing plan; (2) that it
sbould be known; (3) that it should operate in
successive stages; (4) that some trouble
sbould be taken te seli it to, the public, as
trouble was taken when price controls were
put un in 1941, when a good job was done;-
and (5) that the plan should be a general one.
The present confused situation in the United
States bias been the o-ccasion of a new state-
ment by the minister on the subject of con-
trois, but the main principles to wbicb I shahl
refer arc -not affected by wbat bias bappened;
actually they are emphasized by it.

At the present time the picture one bas is of
the attempt to deal with a multitude of indi-
vidual cases, and 1 submit that it is doomed
to failure befere it ,,tarts. Wbat happens?
Ca8e A is considered, and it take some time.
It cannot be done overnigbt. It may take
weeks to assemble ail tbe facts, or at any rate
a considerable time. If everytbing cIsc re-
mained static wbile that xvas being donc, it
might be ail right; but wbat bappens? Every-
thing else is in a state of flux, so I suggest
that by the time a decision is reachcd in a
great many cases, it is already obsolete; and
I siiggest that bas been going on in scores
and perhaps bundreds of cases and that we
are gctting an uneven situation in evcry
direction. The tiviality of tbe cases witb
wbieh the hoard still deals is almost beyond
belief. I have mentioned here previously
that; it camne to my attention that the price
of borsesboeing in one of the small towns in
my riding lias been under control. The bepe
was expreszcd by the hoard that they might
be able to lift the ceiling, and I was asked
te bold up the matter for a week while tbat
was being considered. Finally there was a
civil and courteous statement that it could
net be donc, tbat is wvas part of a pattern.
That, to me, is pure doctrinaire intellec-
tualism. Therefore my feeling is that if tbis
is geing to be donc successfully it bas te be
done to seme extent "by and large", and
that uc cannot procced by dealing with eacb

individual. AIse the public must be taken
into tbe confidence of the gevern.ment as tbey
were witb regard te, control.

Wbat bas the minister te say about it? I
quote bis wordýs:

We believe it is wise, and practically neces-
sary, gradually te relax and remeve the controls
wbich made up our stabilization programme.

That is ail very welI, but there must be sonie
metbod indicated, some plan tbat is intelligible
and fer wbich public support may be sougbt.

Tbis raises tbe question of puhlicity. The
original price control was sold te tbe public
in a most effective manner. People were made
te believe in it. It is now necessary te, seli
decentrol te the people in tic samne effective
way, and get tbemn te believe in it aIse.

Next cornes the human equatien. In order
te get decontrol we must have people who
believe in decontrol. People wbo bave been
working controls bave believed in theni. But
is it likely tiat they are going te become
enthusiastic about decontrol? I tbink tbat to
ask theni te work for decentrol will be like
asking a lot ef admiraIs te decide upon reduc-
ing tbe navy.

Let us be rer.listic about it. We bave a
greup of men who bave bad unlimited power
in tbeir bands, and wbo bave tbe controlled
ecenemy complex. Tbey are industrieus and
bigb-minded, and ne doubt convinced tbat
their centrelling hands are stili neccssary. It
will be bard fer tiese men te believe really in
decontrol. Must it net almost inevitably seemn
te tiem a risky tbing te trust peeple te look
after ticir ewn affairs again?

Then. one final point on tbe matter of con-
trol. Thle key problem ef centrol is te kecp
iftcreases in prices and increases in wages
relatcd te eacb etber, but at tbe present time
we can see only tee clcarly tbat this is net
being donc. Wbat we actually find is seme-
tbing like tbis: An increase in wages granted
by the natienal war labour board, tben an
increase in prices grantcd by tbe wartime
prices and trade board, ýtbcn a furtber demand
frem labour for increased wagcs te offset tbe
increased price wbich tbe preducer, on tbe
otber band, regarded as cempensating bim for
the increase in wages already given.

Se leng as the period of control cxists, and
until employers and cmployees can get back
te the bealthy business ef making tbeir own
agreements, there is enly one solution for tbis
difficulty, namcly te bring cmploers and
emploes together and let tbemn bammer eut
their differences of wvages and prices befere a
joint autbority wbicb can arrive at an over-alI
decision.

This is tbe enly way te get production,
wbicb is tbe answcr te every problem wbicb-


