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1 wonder wbetber many bon. members have
read a small book called A Message to Garcia.
It is by Elbert Hubbard, and I take the
liberty of quoting a few lines:

And a nian who, when given a letter for
Garcia, quietly takes the missive, without ask-
ing any idiotie questions, and with ne lurking
intention of chucking it into the nearest sewer,
or doing aught else but cleliver it, neyer gets
"laid off," for bas to go on strike for higher
wages. Civilization is oe long, anixious search
for just such individuals. Anything such a man
asks shall be granted. He is wanted in every
eity, town and village-in every office, shop,
store and faetery. The world cries out for
such; hie is needed and needed badly the man
who can "carry a message te Garcia."

1 wish to npply those words to the hion.
members wlio sat with me on the committee
last year. I apprcciated their wvork, whichi at
times w-as both painful and arduois. We knew
nothing about the operatien of the Civil
Service Act; we received a message fromn the
house, and it was our- dutv to discover whetlier
the operatien of that act wvas a joke on the
house and the country or whether a good
purpose was being servcd.

Now, sir. rnav I say that I do net knew at
ail wl'bat I will do this sessien, I hiave im-
formed the governnment tliat I wnnt the report
of last year, whichi was unanimous on the
part of meinbers rcpresenting ail parties, sub-
mitted te the liouse. We worked very lbard,
at tiînes seven da3-s a week, in order te reacli
conclusions wlîich w'e tlloughit would be in
the best interests of the service and the best
interests of the country. That lias been dene,
and I hope thie inatter will be very seriously
considered in the light of the public welfare.

Mr. J. S. WOODSWORTH (Winnipeg Nortb
Centre): A feu' months ago, Mr. Speaker, I
objected te a discussion of this kind being
carried on when we were supposed te be con-
sidering a more or less formal resolution
with regard te the selection of a special cein-
mittee. However, since the discussion hias
gene on I should like te say that it dees seem
te mie bighly improper that in connection
witb this resolution the hion. member who
bias just taken bis seat (Mr. Pouliot) should
bave attacked civil servants wbio have ne
chance te defend themselves.

Mr. POULIOT: Let tbemn run in my con-
stituency.

Mr. WOODSWTORTH: Quite se. The hion.
member bias been making a violent attaek
upon civil servants, calling tbem ail sorts of
naines witbout, of course, tbose civil servants
having any chance whatever te defend them-

[Mr. Pouliot.]

selves in this place. But that is net the
worst of it; hie has made an attack on the
whole menit system.

Soe hon. MEMBERS: No, ne.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Yes; he stated tbat
the menit systemn bad bse promoted te
satisfy the grsed of certain persens.

Mr. McLEAN (Melfort): Tbe civil ser-
vice commission-

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Tbat is whiat we
are discussing just new.

Mr. McLEAN (Mslfort): -net the menit
system.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: I would say the
wbole question invelved wvas tbe menit system,
wvhicb is the basis of the work of the civil
service commission. The hon. member said
it wvas a jeke. 1 took this down, and 1 tbink
I ami queting him corrcctly; hie said the menit
systemi had been promoted te satisfy the
greed of certain persens.

Mr. POUTLIOT: The so-called menit system,
which is very different.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: He wvas referring
te the system under which we are eperating
at the present time. He said the commission
was essentially a patronage distributing body,
and even at this late day in our political
development hie pleaded that patronage should
be kept je tbe bands of those who have
knewledge of local conditions, which in effeet
mneans tbat patronage sheuld be almost en-
tirely under the control of tbe local poli-
ticians.

Mr. POUJLIOT: Mr. Fielding said tbat.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: It may have been
said by Mr. Fielding but I fancy tbe hion.
mnember wbo spoke is quite in sympathy witb
Mr. Fielding ie this regard.

Mr. POULIOT: Surely.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: Well. whatever may
bave heen truc in the sarlier days of our
bistor 'y I submit that to-day the people of
Canada as a body are heartily sick of the
patronage system even te the extent te
wbich it now exists. We are neyer going te
get very msîcb further in the way of cleaner
polities as long as the patronage systemi
exists.

Mr. MULOCK: Under the civil service
commission.

Mr. WOODSWORTH: As long as it exists,
I say.


