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crossed the Dominion from the Atlantic
to the Pacific, and everywhere I have gone,
it is the one demand I have heard.

But if he has not heard it, perhaps he
has seen it in the record of the by-elections
which have beén held since the termination
of the War. They reveal an overwhelming
‘public opinion against the Government.

Whilst a general election has been re-
fused the by-elections show an overwhelm-
ing public opinion against the Government.
The Government’s record in the by-elections
is a tale of defeat, a story, for the most
part, of enormous majorities wiped out, and
enormous majorities recorded against them.
Since the armistice was signed there have
been in all sixteen by-elections. These are
divisible into three groups: by-elections of
hon. members opposite who are in the min-
istry; by-elections held in constituencies that
were won by the Liberals in 1917; and
by-elections in constituencies that were won
by the Unionist Administration in 1917.

Take the case first of by-elections of
Ministers. We all know that constituencies
normally are gratified to see their members
made Ministers of the Crown. It requires
a strong wave of popular indignation to
defeat a minister; usually his return is by
acclamation. That was so in the case of
my honourable friend the Minister of Fin-
ance (Sir Henry Drayton).
nized by the country that at this, of
all times, it was important the coun-
try should have a Minister of Finance,
and that he should be as free from em-

barrassment in the discharge of his duties

as possible. So my honourable friend from
Kingston was permitted to take his seat un-
opposed. It was not the same, however, with
the other honourable ministers. In the case
of my honourable friend the Minister of
Agriculture, (Mr. Tolmie) his majority as
a Minister was reduced, in the city
of Victoria, from 8,764 which he obtained
when returned as a private member,
to 2,134 when returned with the
prestige of a Minister. In the case of
the present Minister of Customs and In-
land Revenue (Mr. Wigmore) as my hon.
friends know, he was only opposed at the
last moment and a good deal was said and
promised by my hon. friend and others to
encourage the electors of that constituency
during the campaign. His majority was
reduced, in the city of St. John and the
counties of St. John and Albert, from 7,917
when returned as a private member, to 4,155
when returned as a Minister of the Crown.
Then, in the case of the present Minister
of Public Works, (Mr. McCurdy) in the

It was recog-

county of Colchester he was elected by ac-
clamation as a private member in 1917;
but in the by-election, running as a member
of the present Administration, he was
strongly opposed.

Let it not be forgotten that in the case
of all the ministerial by-elections, the Gov-

_ernment had the choosing of the constituen-
cies and the opening of all of them. They
were careful to select what they conceived
to be their strongholds in the respective pro-
vinces. In all these elections, they only
rétained seats previously held.

Coming now to by-elections of the second
group, what, does the record show? In the
case of constituencies won by the Liberals
in 1917, not one has been lost. .

There was the constituency of Prince,
P.E.I.,, which was contested in the general
elections. The by-election there was won by
acclamation. In Quebec East an election was
fought in 1917, but the Government did not
dare to put up a candidate against my hon.
friend (Mr. Lapointe) in the by-election.
In Kamouraska, where there had been an.
election in 1917, my hon. friend (Mr. Stein)
was returned by acclamation in the by-elec-
tion. In St. James, Montreal, in that great
metropolis and industrial centre, my hon.
friend (Mr. Rinfret) was elected without
opposition from a Government candidate.

That is the record in regard to the voice
of the people in the case of hon. members
who were returned for constituencies held
by the Liberals in 1917. Contrast that with
the constituencies won by the Government in
1917 and see what the voice of the people
is when it gets the only expression possible.
We have been denied general elections but
the by-elections serve to give some indication
of the will and wishes of the people.

There have been eight by-elections held
in constituencies that were won by the Gov-
ernment in 1917.

Of the eight they have retained one, and
lost seven. -The one retained was Yale.
In the by-election which was held in that
constituency this year the Government

* received only 889 of a majority, whereas
their candidate, a minister, in the general
election in 1917, had been returned by ac-
clamation. That is all they received. Now
what about the other constituencies? Here
are the results so far as the Government
is concerned. In Glengarry and Stormont
an election was held on the 27th of October,
1919. In the general elections of 1917 the
Government’s candidate was returned by
acclamation: in the by-election there was a
majority vote of 2,376 against the Govern-
ment. In Assiniboia the Government’s can-



