
JUNE 7, 1920

cest about $1,500,000 or $2,000,000 te con-
neet that mine with the raiiway. I under-
stand that that deposit belongs te the Gev-
ernient, as iast year the minung right was
cancelied. The other deposit, which is
owned by Messrs. P. Burns and Company,
is iocated te the seuthwest ef Calgary in
the feethilîs cf the Rccky mountains and is
about 60 miles frein a railway. Mr. Burns
has. been making every effort te construct
a branch lune cf railway te his mine, a dis-
tance cf about 60 miles at the nearest peint.
I think he has gene even se f ar as to apply
for a charter, but he has feund it difficult
te finance the construction ef that railway.

I wish mereiy te bring these matters te
the attention cf the Gevernnient. By tap-
pung one cf these fields cf hard coal the
Minister cf Railways or the Governinent
could de a great deal towards putting the
Canaduan National raiiways on a paying
basis, especialiy if it were possible to fix
a rate whereby that ceai ceuid be trans-
perted to the Prairie Provinces and te On-
tarie se that it mijht dispiace P-ennsylvania
ceaI.

As regards ceali r unes ini Western Canada,
the ceai cf which is cf a semi-bitumineus
nature and which wili store, the operaters
are mcst anxious te mine this ceai and the
dealers are anxieus te store it. They have
been asking that, durung the summer
menths, Jun*e, Juiy and pessibly eariy ini
August when there is very littie trafflc
originatung on the prairies, the railway
cempanies shouid make the concession of
.reducung the treig'ht rates_8ay $1 a ton
in erder, ini a measure, te offset the ceat cf
carrying this ceai in, stcrage untii it is re-
quired. I understand the matter came be-
fore the Raiiway Commission and this con-
cession was refused. If the Geverninent
could de anything along this line, the stor-
ung cf ceai durung the summer months
weuid ho encouraged.

Sir SAM HUGHES: For a number of
years 1 have given considerabie attentien te
the deveiopment et the ceai industry in
the West, and I have i'cng since arrived
at the cenclusien that we can bring ceai
frein the Recky Meuntains 'and land it at
Liverpool and compete with Engiish ceai,
especiaiiy at present prices. My policy
weuid be te have a line, one atready con-
structed-or te ho eredted, controiied by the
Geverninent, f romn CreYw's Nest Pass,
another tram the K'icking Hoee Paes,
another (rom the Brazeau ceai deposits,
another fîrem the Yele'çwhead Pass, and
another !frein the Smeky Riveir district,
traversing the country *ie the East. The

coal indu.stry ie a met important one; Al
is of vital importance to our people. Last
winter, in two towns that I happened to
be in in the West~ the people were cutting
green popiar bushes te keep themèelves in
heat tiil they could get ceai &el'ivered te
them, and when the ceai was delilvered
they could oniy get a cariead at a time
te the large teowns. Prom the ea9tern part
ct the Northwest regien one of the three
great transcontinental roada niight be util-
ized. It should be chosen for practicaily
a ceai road. It ehould -have a iew grade,
very 'powerful engines, and the cars shouid
ho conaîructed -with reli-er beaTings and
should haul frein 60 te 80 tons each. It
would be quite feasible for one et these
engines f0 haul acrose the continent fro'm
6,000 to 7,000 tons cf coal, which could, be
brouglit te Ontario and -the f ar East.
Similar plans should, be made te deveiop
the coal areas in the Est, and it should
ho done on a systetmatie basie. 1 have had
a good deai ot experience of the ceai mines
in the West. The oniy anthracite ceai I
came across in the West was at Anthracyite,
reforred te by my hon. friend from Saska-
toon. The other kind of coal la termed
sem-ii-anhira-cite. Pat Blurns' ceaI, which
1 have had anaiyzed., is semi-anthraoite,
8e je the Cre'w's Nesat ceai, the Brazeau
ceai, and the Yeikbwhead Pass meal. Se
f ar as my experience of the ceai f ren the
Grande Prairie and Smoky River diatriets
is concerned, 'it aie is aemi-anVthxacite,
but of a very high grade. It would answer
ail the purposes, of b<tuniinous ceai and
wouid oertainiy mnake a very goed healbing
ceaI, because we know that people ail over
the British TIaes use sc'ft ceai for fuel, and
we can do it here just as well. I give
that just as an outLine et a proper Govern-
ment poliey with regard te ceai. First, it
would deveiop the ceali ndustry fer the
people in the great Nerthîwest and keep the
people there sipgplied with coai; secondly,
it 'woeuld enabie us te get the ceai dewn
East and distrilbute it threugh Ontarie and
Québec. The Martime Provinces could. be
truated te look alfter themselves, and te
ahip their ceai as far West as they ccuid.
I wouid not have this run as a Government
centrolied institution entirely. I 'would
have it controiied. by fdie Geverninent, but
I weuid aise give the owners cf private
mines the opportunity te have their ceai
hsiuied over the Government roads at, the
saine rates, in order te bring &bout eeinpeti-
tien and keep, down the prices, even frein
the Gcvernment. I weuld suggest that the
utineet freedeminbe given te private ewners


