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House. It was an order of the Conmittee that
was given for the papers some weeks ago; tliat
order covered not. particular papers or letters, but
aill papers. contracts, specitications. plans, accoiunts,
voubeirs. and so forth, relating to four large trans-
actions, and extending over a period of twenty
years. Fromn nmy experience of the departments,
I venture to say that if any order were given for
locuiments extending over that period of tinie,
there wouild lie no surprise if wheu we camine to
examine them we found that a further search
would have to be made and furither papers obtained.
tut I submit to the hon. member for Mlontmo-
rencv that if he again tinds that to be the case. as
is nlot at all uilikelv in view of the circumstances.
it wouild.be more convenient for all puirposes to
brin up matters of that kind in the Committee.
Thleii if it is found that the order of the Commit-
tee bas inot beei obeyed, the officers will be called
up and put on their guard t) be more vigilant
and instead of aiiyone in the Hoiuse being sumbject
to suspicion. ve shall have the officers before us
under oath to say w-hy the papers were not rPro-
dulced and produced before. If such a course is
followed. I think feelings of impatience and irrita-
ton will lie less likely to be excited.

Mr. TARTE. I did more than that. I went
nvself to N'r. (obeil four or tive days ago. I
indicated to hiun the papers that are Iissing and
these papers are not yet brought down.

Mr. SPEAKER. I think the suggestion of the
hon. Minister of Justice is a very proper mie. It
is only the in mportance of this question that. to mv
miid.~justitied its being lbrought up here to-night

at all. These papers were ordered by the Com-
mittee, and the proper place to deal with their
non-production is in the Comnittee and not in the
Huse.

.ir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I am not
going« te enter into a discussion as to these papers
at all. but I would like to say to the Minister of
-Justice and the overnment generailly, that I
tiumk there is a good deal in the suggestion made
bv the bon. member for Sherbrooke (Mr. Ives)
thus far. I think the importance of this enquiry
demands that precedence be given at any cost,
even to the delay of ortniary business, to the
investigation before the Commuittee of Privileges
and Elections ; but, after all, that Comnunittee
only comprises forty-two iembers, and there
is no reason why v the varions coinmittees of
this Hoiuse should not sit in other rooins during
a reasonable nuiber of days. If questions arise
which ahbsolutely require the presence of Ministers
wlo have to be present at this investigation, these
questions might be held over, but I think it is de-
sirable the other comnittees should sit as well as
the Coimmîittee on Privileges and Elections. If therei
is any dIifliculty with regard to obtaining a suffi-
ciently large room, it miight possibly be necessary
to poach on the room îinnediately adjoining this,
which is now handed over to gentlemen of the Con-
servative party ; but I think the other comnittees,
and certainly the Public AccountsConmittee, should
sit even while this investigation is going on, but, of
course, in other rooms.

Sir JOHN THOMPSON. I think the other'
committees will bave to be called.

LANGEVIN BLOCK-PAPERS.
Mr. MULOCK. Before proceeding te the Orders

Sir JOHN TuomPsos.
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of the Day. I wish to bring to the attention of
the Governmient the non-production of certain
papers or-dered .smne timne ago. I refer to the
papers connected with what is known as the
Lang.revin Block. The lion. 'Minister of Public

I Works has several timnes promised to have the Order
complied with.

Mr. SPEAKER. Were these ordered by the
i House or the Comnmittee?

Mr. MULOCK. There is an Order both of the
iH.ouse ai 1of the Pubhlie Accounîts Commîîuittee
but, even if the order were only made by the Pub-
lie Accounts Comnittee, yon will see there nust
be some way of getting the order of the Commnîittee
comlpliel with. \\e havé not had a meeting of that
Comimittee for a montlu, and, if we caînnot ask for
the paper-s until it mieets, we nmay not be able to
ask for theim at all. I was notified by the clerk
yesterlay afternoon that thiese papers hiad been
produced, and this îîmoruming I attended before the
clerk to examine them. I can only say that there

has eei, iii mymv judgmnent, a great deal more attei-
tien pail to the non-productioni than the production
of the papers. liTe mnost studiousefforts have beei
appareitly made to prevent their production. As
far as I went, I madte a note of a few of the papers
that. I could see bave not been produced ami are
pertinent te the eniquiry. but I an perfectly satis-
tied tliat there lias notbeen a proper compliance
with the Order of the Bouse or of the Cotmîmittee.

Sir HECTOR LANGEVIN. The deputy of mîy
departiment lias told me that he had sent to the
Comnmîit.tee on Public Acconuits all the papers that
were iii the departmnent ani were asked for by
the Commuitte. In so far as this Hoiuse is con-
cerned tie hon. gentleman asked for a umber of
dotiluments andi mformation, which the House
«rante(l. I said to the hion. gentleman, and I
repeat it now. that it is impossible for mny depart-
ment te coumply with the Order of the House so long
as the Coimittee onm Publie Accounts huas the
original <b>cumnenits fromîî which we could give the
information asked for ;and I said to the deput.y of
my departieit that whilst he was sending these
(ocumiments to the Public Accounts Committee lie
should tell the clerk of the Commnîittee that. s soon
as the Conunnittee would send baek the documents,
we wouldi prepare a statement for the House but.
we have no doubîle sets of original documents, and
therefore cainot comply withi the Order of the
Houise uuntil the Public Accounts Conîîmmittee lias
retumrned the originals.

Mr. MULOCK. The documents, the non-pro-
duction of which I complain of, are not with the
clerk of the Publie Accounts Committee, but have
been withiheld froin himn.

Sir HECTOR LANG EVIN. There is no inten-
tion on the part of my departient or my deputy,
who is an honest, straightforward man, to keep
away froin the Coiiimmittee or members of the Com-
mnittee any paper or documnient that is to be found
Ii mîîy departmnent. If the hon. gentleman will
send a ist of what he says is missing, and if these
papers are to be found in the departnent they will
be sent here. It must have been because the
documents could not be found that they have not
heen sent, but if they are in the department they
will be laid on the Table. Ve have no reason.to
fear the investigation of the hon, gentlemau or the:
Public Accouuts Com.mittee,
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