(H) INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND AGREEMENTS

L. RELATIONS BETWEEN CANADA AND THE UNITED STATES,
SPEECH OF THE PRIME MINISTER, NOVEMBER 12, 1940

I wish now to speak of Canada’s relations, and indeed of the relations
of the whole British commonwealth, with the United States, in the period
Under review. Before discussing these relations, I should like to say a word
8bout how much our own Canadian war effort owes to the co-operation of
the United States. Aircraft and tanks for training purposes, and destroyers
Or active service, are outstanding among the many essentials of warfare
Which the United States has so generously made available to Canada. The
President’s announcement on Friday last of the priorities being given to

litain and ourselves is only the most recent example of United States
i8sistance magnanimously given to the United Kingdom and to Canada.

Very member of the house will, I am sure, join with me in an expression
of our appreciation and gratitude.

When history comes to record the time and place at which the onward
SWeep of nazi aggression was halted, and the tide of war turned, that place
and time will be found, I believe, to be the English channel, during the
Months of August and September. Just as the evacuation of Dunkirk will
emain 5 chapter unsurpassed in the history of British arms on land, on sea
and jn the air, so the indomitable resistance of Britain, the stout hearts of
€ people of London, the unflagging skill and daring of the young men in
€ air, and the unceasing vigilance of the navy will mark the supreme

Moment in the present world conflict when tyranny was halted in its
Teatening course, and despair was changed to hope.

There remains little doubt that when French resistance collapsed last
Ung, the government of France and her military leaders believed that not
%0ly France but also Britain was doomed. In their despair, they thought
that the nazi onslaught was irresistible and that Britain, too, would
“umble hefore the might of the German attack. The terms of the French
“Wrender and much that has happened since can be understood only in the
8ht of this conviction of nazi invincibility. '

Nor were the French alone in this appalling belief. It was generally
helfi on the continent of Europe and, to a surprising degree, even in the
Onlted States. Public attention there became concentrated on the extent
¢ American preparedness to meet the threat to this hemisphere which would
Ollow the defeat of Britain. The myth of isolation was dissolved in an

Most, frenzied preoccupation with self-preservation. In order to meet the
Qirements of United States defences on land and sea and in the air, a
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