
Since it lias declarcd itself a Commulnidadi de Paz, San Jose lias seen the. death of 35 members -
33 executed by paraniilitaries and 2 executed by FARC guerillas. Nonetheless, the. community is
deterznined to continue with its policies of nonviolent resistance as the. only way forward for them.
In March ofl1998, 240Opersons initiated the first return to the hamlet of La Union. The ultimate
objective of the Peace Cornmunity is for ail the members to b. able to return to the. hamiets from
which they were displaced.

Zones of Peace organized from, outside a community cai also contribute to a peace process.2 For
example, TJNICEFs humanitauian cesse-tires for the. immunization of children establisiied children
as a zone of peace. Under James Grant's leadership, negotiations with the. govemnment and the.
guerillas in El Salvador permitted repeated three-day cesse-tires during which international teams
carried out primary iiealth care and immunization of children in war zones. These cease-fires lad
thie groundwork for later peace negotiations in El Salvador.

Another cornmunity that received a Fifly Conimunities award was the. Tibetan coninunity at
Uharanisala, India. Over 80,000 Tibetans led by their religious and temporal leader thie Dalai
Lama have fled the. Chines, occupation of tieir country and establisied a refuge. community at

exile.


