
riglits per se have nover been raisod b>' eitiir Party', noithor as a point of contention nor of

consensus, ini the. ontire peaco procoas" (8), dospito the. fact that children playod a major role

as combattants, were victirns of widosproad violence and abuse and were displaced i hlugo

numbers. Future societal stabilit>' demands attention to the. rehabilitation of child victims of

violence, while joint comznitmnent of former warring parties to cbuld protection and

development can b. an important step towards roconciliatioli and reconstruction.

The Socurit>' Council lias flot taditionally taken childron into account in its definition

of the. mandates of peacekeeping and peace operations. Canada can iiolp remody this.

Training of peacokeepers on child riglits siiould b. obligator>'. Their accountabilit>' for thoir

conduct towards children needs to b. clearly specified if the. chuld abuse and child prostitution

that bas been a feature of several peacekeepingz missions is to, end. Sweden lias pîonoered the.

systematic inclusion of child riglits in pre-deploymeiit training of peacekoopers and Canada

has also moved in this direction.

Whatever the. political rationale bohind the. imposition of economic sanctions, tiiere is

now littie argument that they> have an ectremely adverse impact on vuinerable groups,

foremost amongst whom are chidren. As a member of the Securit>' Council, Canada will b.

in a privileged vantage point to advocate that the United Nations assume its share of the.

rosponsibilit>' for the. impact on vuinerable groups of sanctions which the. Council lias

authonizod. Thon. is a nood for a more systoinatic approacli to humanitarian sanctions, for

botter metiiods of assessing the impact of sanctions on chuldren, evon for recogniin

measures talcen b>' sanctioned regimes to provide a safet>' net for chidren and other

vuinerable groups.

These are some of the. ways in which Canada can promote the. cause of chidren

exposed to conflict during its tenure on the. Socurit>' Council. Lt is not atone in this endoavour

and does not have to strtfrommrtch. In a sp=Bsessiohed in June 1998, the Security .

Council expressed its "grave conceru at the. harmfiii impact of armed conflict on children7 and
~e ftMumtntnn and "intention to pay serious attention to the. situation


