
Chapter 1
Outlining the Issues

I this chapter we define our termns and outline the foreign policy and business case for
taking corporate involvement in risky states seriously as a public policy issue.

Definitions

For the purposes of this study, a 'rislcy state' is defined as onie ini which a significant
portion of the population faces unacceptably liigh levels of personal tbreat froin
governient actors, froin nominally-independent but govemmient-sanctioned actors, or
because a government persistently fails to maintain even minimal public order.

On thec basis of this definition, fourteen 'risky states' have been identified:

Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Burina (Myanmar), Burundi, Columbia, the
Democratic Repiublic of Congo, Iran, Iraq, the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia,
Libya, Sierra Leone, Sudan, and Syria.1

Altliough adrnittedly su~bjective, this definition aims to highIight those countries in whi(
even a minimal level of human security is absent. The intention here is to throw thec


