
Forced displacement 

The Gps attack's On:the civilian 
topitfation in and .aroundibe oil 
fields are for  the purpose of 
foreih/y removing,the populalion 
from the ai  ea 

International Humanitarian and Human RIghts Law Issues 

protection against uneiripIoyMent 

Common Article 3 obliges states in all circumstances to 
treat eivilians hunianely . without adVerse disfiliction and 
prohibits vioienceto life and pèrsOn and cruel treàtment, 

Art, 17 ProioCol II 

The.displact..1-nern of the civilian population shall not he 
ordered or fijed fer reasons related to th e  conflict 
unless the seenritit of the civilianS' invOlved or 
iniperative,militaiy reasoriSn..demand, Should S'ach 
diSplaeerruùits.have.  to be carried out, all p ossible 
measures shall b'e eep. in Letler thart the  civilian 
population may be received under satisfactory 
'conditions of slrelier, hygiene, health, mafety und 
nurritiOrl. 
Ci I/Alan-5 shall not be compelled co leave their own 
territory for reasons eonnecied wilh the conflict, 

The Statute of the lee lists - as:a war'crime the foi=cibte 
displaceinent of  th civil  ian population for reasons related to 
the..çonflict., Widp9reibir and 'systematic forfied 
displace- merit oftJie.ei 	population by  expulsion or 
other 'coercive aCts from their area, in furthelaneeot à state 
or orgitnizationai policy, is  a crime against humanity,. 

ilCCFR 12 'sletes , bi/er 

(1) Everyone lawfully withiu,the teriitory: of a Suite shall,, 
within that territory., have the right to liberty  of  

• 

 movement and froedurn
,  to choose  hi  s residence. 

(2) ... 
(a) 'rhu, above-mentioned rights shall..nOt bo Subieet to .any 

Foicible'displacerneitt. of.ckilian& by thek..i OS constitutes 
inhurnane . treatmenLviolence io life-and person, and'cruct treatmeni. 
Such practices by the dos are arguably war crirnes. ari1 if syste,Made, 
widespread and the produCt ofperseçution 'against an iden 
group, crimes.against.humanity. 

TbeGOS uses direct, indiscriminate attacks on civilians as a 
means' of inducing -diSpiacement. Such attacks not only kill 
indiVidual  civil  ians butterrorize the population and cause a climate  of  
insecurity. The indiscriminate attacks targeted e tbecivilian 
population violate Commun  Art 3,  and theyeannot be juhified Inul!er 
the exceptions in Art. 17(1) Protbeffl  11.  Indeed the purpose Of these' 
attacks expressly violates the prohibition in Art, 17. 

The ICRC Coninienrary to article 17 states that.the intent of ihc 
prohibition agains—t 4-creed displacement is io minimize 
displacement that is.politicallv.motivated, Forcible displacement by :  
the,GOS.  aPpuars to be. an objective of military action and 
.persecution. It is also displacement designed to gain political and 
economic advantage, 

Freedom ofmov.ement and residence' may be suspended in times 
of. genuine. einergericie£. lIewever, derogation from tnes.rights.rniist 
net be in violation Of inter  alia . the right to life; the right•notto he 
subjectÈcl to torrure.or çruel , Minimal-1 or degrading treatment,:the 
right not to be.held 	 servitude, the right to frectiona of 
ihought,.coriscienue.ancl.religion....In addition; the riglits.articulated  ii  
Ad_ 12 IC ..C.Pk may only be restricted . for the particular 'emergency 
situations  et .out in siabsection .3 law, national.sucurit 

(2) 
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