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. No. 46 CANADA'S NATIONAL DAY

Canada celebrates the founding of the Canadian nation on July 1 of
each year. This date was fixed by royal proclamation, in 1867, following
the passing of the British North America Act by the British Parliament.
This national holiday is known as Canada's National Day; and it is to
Canadians what Independence Day is to Americens and Bastille Day to the
French.,

But the Canadian nation was not born of revolution. It evolved
- through a series of constitutional processes culminating in Confederation
in 1867. The colonies vhich joined originally in the federation were
Upper Canada (Ontario), Lower Canada (Quebec), New Brunswick and Nova
Scotia.

With astonighing rapidity the Dominion began to extend itself from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. In 1869 the Dominion acquired the vast
territories of the Hudson's Bay Company out of which have been carved
the provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta., In 1871, British
Columbia came into the confederation and in 1873, Prince Edward Island
also joined. In 1895, Canada took over from the United Kingdom the

' islands of the Arctic Archipelago. The Confederation of British North
America was completed on Merch 31, 1949, when Newfoundland, with its
dependency Labradory; became a province of Canada by majority vote of its
people,

From the constitutional point of view the year 1867 is a dividing
line between two periods in Canada's history. With the cession of the
French: colonies to the British by the Peace of Paris, the first period
of British rule began, From the year of this treaty, 1763, to Confedera-
tidn the great constitutional achievement was the winning of responsible
government., From Confederation tc the present day the great constitutional
achievement has been the winning of Canada's sovereignty within the
Commonwealth. .

From 1763 to 1774 Cenada was governed by the authority of a royal
proclamation. In this proclamation by George III the British crown and
the Imperial Parliament asserted their absolute sovereignty over all
the North American colonies,

In 1774 the Quebec Act was passed by the Imperiel parliament. The

western territory which France had claimed, extending as far ag the

' Mississippi and south to the Ohio, was included with Canada in what was
called the province of Quebec. This vast territory was to be governed
from Quebec. The French civil law which had been repealed by the Royal
proclamation of 1763 was re-established elongside of the English criminal
law. The Quebec Act as well ordained that the Roman Catholic clergy
should continue to receive "their accustomed dues and rights".




