
- 84 -

II. DSVBLOPMENT

A. Obstacles

Paragraph 93

The United Nations Decade for Women has facilitated the identification and
overcoming of obstacles encountered by Member States in integrating women into
society effectively and in formulating and implementing solutions to current
problems. The continuation of women's stereotyped reproductive and productive
roles, justified primarily on physiological, social and cultural grounds, has
subordinated then in the general as well as sectoral spheres of development, even
where some progress has been achieved.

Paragraph 94*

There are coercive measures of an economic, political and other nature that
are promoted and adopted by certain developed States and are directed towards
exerting pressure on developing countries, with the ain of preventing them from
exercising their sovereign rights and of. obtaining from thes advantages of all
kinds, and furthermore affect possibilities for dialogue and negotiation. Such
measures, which include trade restrictions, blockades, embargoes and other economic
sanctions incompatible with the principles of the United Nations Charter and in
violation of multilateral or bilateral commitments, have adverse effects on the
economic, political and social development of developing countries and therefore
directly affect the integration of women in development, since that is directly
related to the objective of general social, economic and political development.

Paragraph 95**

One of the main obstacles to the effective integration of woslen in the process
of development in the aggravation of the international situation, resulting in a
continuing arms race, which now may spread also to outer space. As a result,
immense material and human resources needed for development are wasted. Other
najor obstacles to the implementation of goals and objectives not by the United
Nations in the field of the advancement of women include imperialism, colonialism
neo-colonialisn, expansionism, apartheid and all other forma of racism and racial
discrimination, exploitation, policies of force and all forms of manifestations of
foreign occupation, domination and hegemony, and the growing gap between the levels
of economic development of developed and developing countries.

Paragraph 96

The efforts of many countries to implement the objectives of the United
Nations Decade for Women were undermined by a series of grave economic crises that

* The United States abstained in the vote on paragraph 94 because of
unacceptable language relating to economic measures by developed countries against
developing States.

** The United States reserved its position on paragraph 95 because it did
not agree with the listing of those obstacles categorized as being major
impediments to the advancement of women.
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