
the .governments in the regian. Lesotho vas cited as an

example af a South African-instigated, overthrov. It vas

suggested that South Africa has similar designs in, Angola and

Mozamubique. In analyzing the utility of the concept af

regime, O'Meara pointed out that it ixplicitly supports the

status quo, which is flot a neutral abject, least af ail in

Southern Africa.

South Af rica vas characterized as a country of extreme

ixbalances. Three categories of imbalances were identified as

particularly prominent: prior beliefs, paver, and perception

and learning. 0f these, South Africals perception of itself

and its raie in the region vas seen as central. These

perceptual inbalances were deait with in ternis af the content

of perception and the processes which reinforce these percep-

tions. The main South African perceptions are that: i. it
confronts a "total onslaught"' by a collection of extekrnal

actors which reinforces th~e perception that Sauth Africa must

ultimately rely an itself and that any alliance is only

cnitional; ii. no effective (as opposed ta symbolic)

external force can be brought against it due ta prevailing

geopalitical realities; and iii. paver can be effectively used
in ail its dimensions (economic, poClitical, military> as a
means of furthering domestic and regional policy. With
re.spect ta the final perception, O'Meara suggested that
althouqgi South~ Africa feels that no gavernxuent vithin the
region can challenge its dominance (and that thus far it lias

bn able ta. Ilive with the costslu of a destabilization
strategy>, the aparent stalemte in Angola Iuay be starting to

Itws exlined that the internal deciajon making
procs ofa Sout Aica Teinforce the pecpto that the use

of frceis ffetiv. Tis as eenfaclitated »y a shit


