
From Lenin Io Gorbachev

Golikov's statement was quickly picked up and echoed by other
Soviet commentators:

Recently in the examination of the problem of peaceful coexistence in
various books and. pamphlets flot infrequently there have been
permitted inaccuracies connected with a pacifist treatment of the
principle of peaceful coexistence and also with the fact that the entire
policy of the U.S.S.R. in the international arena was reduced to only
this one principle.62

A Soviet ideologist, V. Egorev, was sharply critical of the tendency of
some prominent Soviet scholars in the field of international law to
exaggerate and misinterpret the rote of peaceful coexistence. 63 Ini a
passage which can be read as a broad critique of Khrushchev's
emphasis on improved relations with the capitalist world, he stated:

The sociaîst states strive for a situation where the capitalist countries
will have a positive perception of the policy of peaceful coexistence,
but they neyer convert this policy into an end in itself. This would
conflict with the principles of proletarian interiiationalisin and would
undermine the development of the international working class and
National Liberation movement and would weaken the unity of the
socîalist countries.64

Khrushchev and Brezhnev both believed that the United States
Was entering a period of relative decline compared to the Soviet
Union. They were convinced that the Soviet Union's power and
international standing were on the rise and that Moscow was on the
Verge of making major international advances. However, whereas
Khrushchev tended to see the growing economie strength of the
Soviet Union as being the decisive factor promoting this develop-
ment, Brezhnev relied on the Soviet Union's military might. An
article written by a Soviet military officer which was published in
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