
Canada's people live in bunches, 
scattered across a vast land. They have 
been held together by visible and 
invisible lines of communication, often 
publicly sponsored. The transconti­
nental railways — the Canadian Pacific 
and the Canadian National — came 
first. (The CP's last spike was driven at 
Craigelleaichie, B.C., November 7, 
1885.). They were joined in this century 
by aeroplanes, telephones, radio and 
television. (The sedate train passengers 
pictured are listening to one 
of the first radio broadcasts.) The Na­
tional Film Board, founded by John 
Grierson in 1939, continues to turn out 
first-rate documentaries. In the letter, 
upper right, Grierson made his first 
attempt to resign but was persuaded to 
hang on through the war.

Technological advances continue apace 
— television programs now bounce off 
satellites and radar monitors air traffic 
in the Arctic.
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Thee I accepted the 711» Coanlsalooerehlp, I 414 eo 
oily e short period. The Idee eee thet I should Initiate the *>rt of 
Board end outline nan* of lte peeelbllltlee. I latleeted *j view that 

a the speed trials of the Board, eo to speak. were over, the jot should In 
led over to a Canadian.

That short parted has bow beeoae e yeer, though four aoethe 
w spent on assignent* In Australia end See Zeeland. I here stayed eo 

ioas oeeeuse the wort we ünsenatly Interesting end fruitful. Tew countries 
here been eo progressive Canale In this antler of govsrtEaeat fllae. r-rtloalsr- 
ly Is the other Dos In Iona, they ere watching eloeely this attaspt to deielop the 
fil* es e national lnetruaent of Informâtton. I her# naturally been anxious to 
do whet I could to ensure e strong start.

s new ose. It le, I know, the 
•hip to sere netire hand». 1

arrived at the end of the trial phase end epproeeh 
.roper tl e for ee to hand over the Caaelastcasr- 

leeerd.nRly ndvlee you that I shall not desire

to ank »e to roula, hit I know ay decision to be e wlee one; end it le definite.

It nay be useful if I take this opportunity to review the 
work of the Board end lndleate where I think its problem la the future will

It le .’ lierai knowledge that the Ib.tlooal 711s Board ties 
nnde considerable «hangs* In the hand ling of govenment files. The needs of the 
Ministry of National 1er Services and of tnfornetlon have given It e greet 
opportunity to show Its peeee. It has been the driving fores In e ;rogrea of 
fils production end distribution which has secured son notable results.
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