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SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS A VIEW 0F
IM PERIALISM.

IN the space at iny disposai it would
b)e a fruitless task to attemipt a

compicte estimiate of lmI)erialisfin.

.Nv (lesire rather is to stîggest an adie-

(Itiate point of view. Pu~t shortlv,
Ille poCint of vie\v in(licated is thîs.

I'irstlx, the final verdict nmst rest on
mloral' grouids. And again 1m1 )erial-
15111 iiiiist bc jiOlgC( 1by what it isan
lias leii Ii il s wi(icst bcarings. not
forgcettiing its relationls to other coin-

pcting forîns of lîuperiaisin,and each
partictîlar phuase imist be viewed iii
the lighit of the whole.

I1t is necdless to labour the point
that a great national policy înust be
ratified by the conscience of a people.
Tint it mutst vindicate itself at the bar

of the highiest morality is plain. The
dianger is lest moral criteria l)e ap-
PliC(l in an abstract and one-sided
way. A totaily ilia(eqt ate formula
suicl as race su 1)reinacv or mnilitarisii

is apt to be chosen as anl expression
for Inîperialisin and \vith tlîe moral-
it\' of sticli a notion lImperialisin is

muade to stand( or fail. Equallv de-
fective is the 1)rocedlire which singles

ont ani abuse or a virtue and therenp-

on promptl> anatliiiiatises or coflil-

fanîjîjiar wvith tlie J esuit doctrine, 'the

euti justifies thein eans,' a viciouis

doctrine as generallv interpreted. Yet,
if te converse bce graiite(l, it ex-
Presses a trulli if h. be alio\ved tliat

tlie ians justifies the end. lu con-
strinig the eud, tlîat is, the inior

jt.,lits andl \io 0 ,s, \vilîi are rela-
tiVely tîte iiicais. siionici contribute to

the~ fornmation of ail etlical xvbole il,
'vhjicli for (lie mioral sense the distillc-
tioti of end( and( ,jteans is stibliniated

into an interrelation of conIstitu-enlt
elernents.

,\ssutinng that ini politics as well as
in narrowcr fieldis of conduict -the
larger, the ulltîmiate olîject of nien's
entleavotir should not be judged in
isolation fromn the mediate issiles ini-
volved, it follows tint the quaiity of
an ideal snclb as limperialisin largely
tiepen<is tipoil the quality of the
varie1 activities that go to inake it tii.

The enlighitennment or depravity of
administrative mlethods, the integritv
or corruption of the public services,
the gooti couduct or mlisconduct of
diplomatic relations ail serve to give
a moral or an immoral stamip 10 the
wvhole Imperial idea.

Take ll'ritisli rile in Egypt. That
mIle is an element iii existiiig lii-
i)erialisiii. Our estimiate of the latter
întist be affected bv wvhat Bliritish ruile
is tloing iii ].pt. Tlie vcrv charac-
ter of that rule again is to a great de-
grec (lcteriniiied by tue way in %vhichi
tlîat mile xvas introiuiccd. If the dip-
lonîiacy and xvarfarc by ivhichi the
control of Egvpt passed to Britain is
a record of cruieltv anîd deceit, as
soine 1101( aIl (liloiac '\ andl war to
be, tliei tlic Emnpire so, far stands con-

demnced, let tlîc a(ivaitagcs to the

Egy ptians be xvlnt they wvill. At best
tliev caui he but a tardv atoilement for
originial sin. A suirvey of the facîs

iii extcnso wotiid be iii place liere if
tiiere were roomn for il. We eau at

lcastsav thIs, that no one who exani-

ilts thie I ,ritisli recoird in lEg'vpt dur-

ilig te past twciitN-tiirec years can

qIuestioni thc soli<i benlefits that have
rc(stultc(l to tlic people. Thcv ainint

to a t ransformîationi. And tlie sertes
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