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XVe s1owv1y drift, 'neath skies aflamie,
In ssunset's after-glow,

O'er waves reflecting cloudland tints,
On river's rippled flow

P'ast isies %vliere autuin inaples blaze,
And reddening suînachs burii,

Whiere yellow gicaîrs fi nîn beechen bossgh
Bends low u'er lsronzing fern;

And laslsing light froin tangled ))rake,
Witli strange, bright colours; sjsine,

Throughi tawny brown and dusky green,
Of graceless, trailing vine.

The purpie siaslows softly fali,
Fast fades the red and goid,

And suniset glories turn to grey,
As twiliglit stars unfold.

We slowly drift o'er darkening waves,
FUrorn scene so wondrous fair,

But in our hearts a glad, sweet song,

Toro-ito. Shall ring while life is Llhere. ElyA

RA ide With the MaiI-Oa.riier.

TIEEare sorne parts of Ontario which seern altogether
toe pr ld-fs-iod, torsiand too far renoved f ront

adlately cleared country, but rather appear to have re-
tftined their present placid, sleepy condition since remote and
distant ae

In one 'of these quiet haunts of old-fashioned men I
'fttely had occasion to make a short journey by one of the

aintvehicles which seem. destined to (lisappear before the
Mlch of the new civilization of stearn and electricity, and
for the time being I feit that I had entered upon another

ýPhre o,)f existenice apart frorn the whirl and worry of mod-
er usines life.

When I left the train and entered the 'bus whicb was
to carr'Y me to the biotel whence the stage stare,1sp

Oedthat Ishould proceed wihmy journey at once, but I
fufact hat here began a new condition of things, another era,
dle a kind of relapse into the past. We rattled noisiiy

Wathe village street and drew up with a fiourisbi before
the hotel aforesaid, wbiere the landiord was bimiself awaiting
"" at his front door with bis ais akimbo, and in bis shirt
Slea8 lie informied me, iii reply to a question, that the

%lstarted sometirnes at lialf.past ten and sometimes attwelve or later, "1depinding whin the western train cornes iniWsth the mail."

A)s'k it was not yet ten I placed my valise in the front
0111l and started out to see what the village iooked like.

im npressions were flot ver), favourable to, the idea of

adgrs and business prosperity, for while the main street
the Passed the stage whiere front gardens and flowers enliven

ofaspect of things and had developed a few disjointed rows
Obrick stores, stili rnost of tisese were empty and to be let

ii'd in others 'the stock-in-trade was neither valuable nor

- 1 ing. Tise groceries, of which there were three, alone
1nae a cheerfu dispîay, for, as it was the autumnal season,
the baskets ofu gasprnprsadaples gave colour tote show, and bags of potatoes and carrots, together with

04e heads of cabbages and cauliflowers, showed the produce
Of the surrounding country, while some well ripened peaches

rPoe' Wlell for the climate. Turning uýp a side street, some

arldbriè eidences, standing each in its own well-kept lawn
e arden, Set mie wonderiin g who lived in this expensive

,Yle, and I ocld( tha odoubt the doctor, the ayr

thio8s e fr or denoînination of clergy; in a word, tie pro-
e'oi Opee as usual, represented the ,classes." Then carne

Past opeîds, the fine elins and maples, cows and sheep at
stariture, and I returned to see what were the prospects of a
The b the mail-carrier. No sign or sounid of any stage.

,,e,1found, had corne otof bis worksiiop, covered

and21 rershd There was a little garden in front of bis
phpOr and a Jacknini ciematis was triedoe

sh~dogiving a briglit biotch of purpie to contrast
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with the yeliow roughcast building;- some fine dahlias of vi'i d
hues were tied to stakes on eitber side of tise door and a bed
of scarlet geraniurns shone out of a tiny green lawn like a
jewel.

I was just going over to thank hini for enibelishing tie
village in this gorgeous way when 1 was accosted by tise mail-
carrier himself, whom I hiad not before seen, and was begin-
iîing to regar'd in tise liglit of a myt or bogey. But liere lie
xvas in tise living fiesb, a hiale specinien of înanhood, tali and
wel set up, about-well, ves ging on sixty, with an air of
reliability, and of an easy-going sureness of gettiîsg there, if
I nsay so express it, whichi I have noticed -to belong te, mail-
carriers. At the saine time, there was no sign of hur-y or
ambitious and undue baste about Itim ; lie was evidently
used to waiting for the western mail and told me in a re
signed way that althougîs not yet in it would be along shortly.
Under these circuisîstances, I thoughit it would be a good
i(iea to wal k on ahsead. and let tIse stage overtake me wlsen it
obtssined the lusig-louked-for mail and lie at once acquiesced
in tise proposition. I starte(l off on îny walk thsrougli tise
quiet village street wliere it seerned as if almost nîl tise people
were asleep, and leaving tIse ambitious brick stores behîind
noticed bow picturesquely the cottages and smaller dwellings
grouped thernselves beneath thseir slseltering elms and pop-
lars.

It is deiightful to me to see tise appreciation for trees
that is shown by sorne of the older villages of western On-
tario. Tise maple is, perhaps, the most general favourite, but
close behîind couse the elm and the Lombardy poplar; the
horse chestnut is a more modern innovation, and inost of the
specirnens 1 found planted along the roadside were young
ones. Heme, too, I found the srnithy, that important part of
a country villa ge-sometisnes, indeed, the first building put
up at the cross-country roads around which the village after-
wards deveiopý, And in tise srnithy were tise two farin-
Isorses, with their coliars aîsd traces on, that always seern
waiting to be shod. And here was the smith, blowin g the
bellows with one sinewy hand and raking up tise fire with
the other ; and the f armer, seated on an old plough, and
talking politics with the smith, flot noisy politics, nor loud,
but calrn and quiet, as a man usiglît talk to a member of the
saine party, the righit party, tise only just, true, honiest, and
righiteous party that alone ougbt to have the liandlieig of
tise public funds.

And here was tihe farmer's black.and-tais coilie dogy
curled round and fast asleep at the farrner's feet, quite satis-
fied tîsat everything was ail right so long as the fariner was
thsere. What a wondemfui thing is the faith of a dog in man.
One would think it would tempt himi to do sornething some-
tirnes to deserve it.

And then I passed that neat and pretty cottage' that
we ail know, where everytlîing is wliitcwashed tili it shines
again in the summrer sun, wisere the brigbit green blinds
seem aiways to have been jnst painted, where the trim littie
garden is filled with old-fashioned flowers, ail of the olden
time, and where tise gmape vines are trained over the lattice
and on the arch across the gate and the cedar hedge between
the path and the littie lawîs is trimmed and squared with
the greatest exactness and is s0 green and close that you
long to sit upon it.

And so at last 1 camse to the miii, the great stone mil],
with the miller's bouse attaclîed, and wheme tise many srnail
dusty miii windows look like eyes that have gone to sieep.
And here the road and sidewalk rises to surmount the bridge
across the river and the miillr's smail garden is ieft sunk in
a kind of basement, circumiscribed by the stone foundation
of the sidewaik and is seen to be a work of art and design ;
though so small, there are two black asis trees in it, tisere is
a smali lawn in it, and in tise lawîs a smail circular pond or
pool, witis a fountain in tise centre, thîrowing up a jet of
water quite two feet Iiglis; there are rnoreover four pipes, one
on eacis side, whichi look towards the centre arnd spout per.
petual defiance towards tisat towering jet, and a keen eye
carefully surveying the pool becomes aware of fisls, tisree,
four, five, fish alive and swimming and permaps a iittie tired
of the four streams and tise jet and tise noise and tise cir-
cumscribed space and longing to get back to tise river.

And then tise rows of flower-pots, filied rnostly witls
geraniums, on tise long stand in tise slsade of tise trees afore.
said, and the large, airnost gigafltic, specirn of tise cactus
known as tise Indian fig, thsat of itself seerns to give an
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