
. HE WEEK.

seldem rose abexe the cessinin knewiedge
of his day ;but in Hamiet there are two
excee&dîngly curions mistakes evidently the
resusit of pure forgetfulness. One is is
the speecis made by the ghost te Hamiet:-
But il lt I i iii foîbi J
Tlo tell tue secrets i f s îy prisonii liti ise,
1e clii a tale unifold , wlîose li''ltfist xxi ii
Wvoulul iarrow np thly stini, fi ceze tlîy younsig

blotid,
MVake tsy- twuî eyes, like stars, start frîîin

r tîseir siulsres,
'Fhy kiiotted andii comiied locks tu pairt

'tAîd cach liiiticulîur lair to stait cii end
Like quilîs chou tise frctfîii liîîctiu

rBut this etenal hIa-zos must iiot lie
Tu eas of leshand boo. Luit lio list

r If the passage bas any meauing it niust
refer to the stery of the unurder, whicb
the gbost, in spite of bis earnest assertion
that beisforbiddeu todisciese, immediately
procecds to narrate. lu a popular novel
of recent date the author decideci to kill
bis victim with cousumption, andi then
gave hlmu ail the symptomas of priuumenia.
Wilkie Collins avoided blunders of this
kind by a curieuîdy practical method.
Wbeu ihe wished te use Hickneis as a me-is
of promnoting the plot of bis story he in-
terviewed the faîiily pisysician on tise sub-
et. In eue of Massinger's plays a rival

powders a bouquet with poison, a lady
takes the flows i li er hanci, bier lever
kisses the tips of bier fingors ansd drops
dead. Even Shsakespeare i8 semetimes
graveiy ils errer wben bie tîndertakes te
dispose of bi3cebaracters by poisoning them,
as witness the famons cise of Hamiet's
fatiier, wbe, as the dramatist alleges, was
murdered by baving poisons peureti into
bis ears, anti dieti witbout waking.

The "l Count of Monte Christo 'lis full
of slips that coulti bave occurreti onlyj tbrougb the autber's forgetfulness. The
fortune witih whicb he eudows bis beo is
enormous, being about 4,000,000 dois. to
hegin witb, andi after years of the inost
reckless expendîture, af ter w ouey bas been
scattereti witb both bauds andtin lavisbly
prodigal fashion, the autbor assures bis reati-
ers, in calta forgctfuluess of the ameunt
with wbicb ho started. tbe Count on bis
career, tbat the reinainden is ever 10,000,-
OQOdels. Tbackeray, wbo was excoodiugly
anxious te get overytbing right, was per-
petualiy getting things wrong. Any
reador wbo takos the pains te examine
critically tbe works of the great English
satirist, wili fluti innumerablo blunders,
arising for the moat part simply frein care-
lessness. The naines are mixed-tbe bero
la sometimes calledbytbo nameofoneof the
other charactors, andi in at lest ene place
an important persouage la calleti by a
naine frein another novel. This was
Phip Firmin, wbom be calleti Olive New-
corne. Nor was this bis worst blunder,
for in anether stery be kiiled andi buried
old Lady Kew, and later brought bar
again on the scene te round off a corner ef
the story.

George Eliot, wbose knowiedge cf
science is bigbly commondeti, lnuIl The
Mill on the Flos" inakes the odd lîlunder
of baving the beat overtaken ius miti streaun
by a mass cf drift floating at a more rapid

j rate than the frail craft, a physical impow
sibility. More than eue astreneriiex' lias
pointedo ut the mistakosCbarles ibý,ade bas
perpetrated in a8tronomy aud goograpby.
But Reade la usot tise enly sinner lu this
particular. llowels sounetimes unakes a
parade of bis knowledge, ant in one place
wi Il Silas Lapbani " alludes te the Ilrank
and file " as synonynsoui; witb officers anti

men. Dean Swift 8p-aks of Pennsyix alia
as a frozeus, desert plain, a bunder that
migbt be extennated on the score of the
ignorance prevailiugf iii bis tiîsîe, aud, for
that matter, even sinice, in Englauti, cf
American unatters ;wisile Ansehia B. Eti
wards, in Il 1-1 d sud G love,*' mentions

9an everster ou a Massachusetts cotton
plantation."

The unlncky auther of IlDon Quixete,»
writing in bis ceilar-gyaol, witb tise stone
wiutiow letige fer a desk, coulti net be ex-
pected te have the accuracy of a scholar,
andi tbe circumastausces under whicb bis
great book was writteu ne doubt furnish
at least a partial explanation of its innuin-
erable oversights and blunders. Witb
regard te Mambrino's heliiet-i.e.,tbc bar-
ber's basin-we are tolti that wben the
galley slaves attacketi the Don they took
the basin frein bis bead anti broke it ail 1te
pieces. A littie further ahong Sancho 1usd
the basin, intendiug te get it mentir ; stili
further, it la again mentioneti as Il breken
into a thousanti pieces," and tise saiue day
tise Don conies inte tho comparsy ait tise
inn witb tbe b)asin on lus hecid. li oee
place wî' are assureti tisat Giîîes de Passa-
ninte sitole Dspp,-r, S.suclsc'H douskey, aud
a few hunes further ou it is stateti that
ISanche, seateti on Dapper, jegged ou

leisurely aftu-r bis master," Sincho left
huis wailt-t at the taveru xx'ere hoe suiffreti
the biaîsket; tessing, anti a hittie lat,'r bati
bis greatcoat stolen by the galley slaves,
but a short tiune af ter, findiusg a
portmnteau lu tise mounitains, hoe
crassîmeti the geiti into bis wallet anti
put the linien inte luis great celut pockets.
Se careless was the author that lu one
place lie unakes a large party eat txvo sup-
pers lu eue eveuing.

The Sardctnealas is an imaginative,
net an huisterica], performance, anti wben
bie wrete it Byron must bave knowu per-
fectly well that the Sardanapaltis was an
outirely different character freom the eue he
us supposed te bo lu Byren's draina. When
speakiug of Xerxes' sbhip3, about 1,200 lu
number, Byron multiplies thein into thou-
santis. Nor is ho entireiy correct in bis
geography, for he alludes te Taos as an
islauti wbereas it is a seapert in Asia
Miner. Greene, tbe dramatist, speaks of
Deiphos as au ishauti of Greece, but Del-
p)hes is an inlanti city, as ho unigbt have
larueti by cousulting any inap or othor
books of refereuce. Longfellow makes as
bad a mistake as any when, lu an effort te
be classical, hoe crewns the deatb ange] with
amarantb, the flower of hife, anti the life
augel with asphoeri. Longfellow simply
got tbe two inixoti. The phenomena of
the inoous changes are, however, of a
nature that seoin te befog the peetic mmnd
te an incrediblo extent. Ritider H1agggarti,
for instance, in his romance, Il King Solo.
meni's Mines," tolls of an eclipso that took
place at the new moon, a blunder that
was net ranch worse than that of Dickens,
wbo speaks of the new usoon in the esst
in the evening, anti Besant bartily jus-
provesi on the situation wben, ilu "The
Chiltiren cf Gibeon,"' he usakes a new
inooîs couse above the eaîuteru sky at two
o'clock lu the morning. So, also, Colo-
ritige gets bis ideas of the moon fearfully
confuýjet wheu, lu the Il Ancieuît Mariner ,"I
bu speaks of a î5Ow usen rising in the east
with a brigbt star between b5er bovns.
Troliepe was beartily laugheti at by bis
acquaintances for causing Audy Scott te
1corne wbistliug up the street with a

cigar lu bis ulotth." Atineyed at their

gi bes, hie claimed that the thing xvas qusit"
possible, that anyone could whistle with a
cigar in bis mouth ; but after vainly miak-
ing the attemupt to achieve the feat, he
yielded the point, and in tise next editiofl
left ont tUiH cigar.-(r'/e ) cc't

C ORRESPONDENCE.

'lo t'le Editor of 'l'lie, Week
8,''ietrue auofr~îi tht W ise

rsy! 'lic iiîills of the gods grÎids slow-
ly, but tli--y grirîd e\ceedillgly s s ai1  s S
yet izîirîckiioxvlcdgcd.

TFli editor of o lie cf tir city iCSilC'

waxes Warin oii the subject ;lie i ich' gilan
that it sbould ho imputcd to M-a 1.thew Arnocld
aid scouts the dlaimi cf Julia A. lKcllogg. H-e
drags forward Longfellox as the authci', aud
j notes trîunipliantiily luis ta5117..

'Fiougli tIse uiiills of Goîl grind slcxvly
Yet rlîey giid exceedinîg siill

'Thougl xxith patience Ilc stailds w:tetititt',
\Vitdi cxactnless griîsds lia aIl. '

Noxv I 1 ipiised tu graistîiig L îigfel-
iow's clrtiiii. fis taste iii the tise of liisua'd
is tie chiof causeoif ]lis success. Ile i Wise
1 and tiscf iil iii tie use cf ]lis itiateriais bîst
lacks richiless or tîrigisîsl ty. 'l'lie saine'
thougnlit oceurs iii liaîicy

(G'îd w orlcctli sI'x'y; and a tlousalidi years
Fi o takies to lift His haîid off-

(lG. iloli;îri says The 'fl cgrat SUU,
that sits on, the throiic of tue uit crse is ii<>t'
nox ci' was, and iicx r iii ho iii a i h rry.

llie s jille eiti dini th li rpliorisfil
ililuit h e as old ais illian h sisoîef, i. e. , as 0ld as
the custoîn of griiidiie, corn. l3ophocios re-
Co ds anothcr siimile, 'Shcwi îs'gfitli thei saille
idea Faith liath a shiuttlc of aid.1isalt,an
w, avctl tiiorewits iinuiiicrablc couliselS
and froni nonse thereof is tiiore aiiy escapilug"
Hcar Euripidcs T' Fli gols are silow t>
atîgor, but tiîeir ailgor move tii x ery surely.'
And again :'I Though tue gods nisale lo14l'
tarryiiig, yet sn tlîu end tlîuy xviii ouille.

Iu Falor's, Thiesauruîs we fiuîd nuider
IlMcli ' :"So molunt deoruii lu îlIi, idest;

Qui peccaîlt, etiamsi serins, tailsel aliltian-
tit dant pocîîas Exstat inter SibyllinOS
versus et iste."

Nain uisca lîostreîiio pinset divisia fari-

Job says :"The triurnpling cf the wicketi
is short. "

Voltaire writes ''"Et des dieux quelquefoîis
la lonlgue patiensce. Fait sur nous aà1pas
lents dlescendre la vcusgcanice."

Nletastasio sinsus I sec well,O
lîcavenly Fatiier, why tlîy thuîsdcr-
beits do net hasten te destrey tise iiii-
pions. Thon art slow te punish, efithes
tiîat bati menii nay hav'e time te repenut, or
tisat tise rightecus ussay be made perfect
throuîgh sntl'ering,"

13ut thermaiswhestruck the note whiclh
has resouided iii the cars cf the pocts evel
silice, was George -erbert, the English Pas-
tor. Hie %vas a buniug and a siing ligit
ini his cxvii tixue, aiid lie stîll shecds al softentitl
lustre ox'cr ours, xvhicb our local editor imus t

liot quoncli. Wîitl a cconscience tender as a
chld's, aîsd ia heart Living as a woian's, his
jintellect is none tue iess powerfni. Tiwre us
a grcful humsor whicli addsîîthteis
chsarnu cf lus prose and petry. H1e puts sOC
ma îchî iii nind of Oliver Wcusdell Hoinses
Tliey hotu eiiiîlcycd greatly the prox'erbial
îîîiilîyscply cf ctîîom us scîuse. Ilui rcadisig
piortionîs cf Il 'Fli Temple,'' by Hcrbert, tose
aliiost fauucies lic is reaiiig Folies' ' Urausia,
or a rhysîied lessos '' li an editicît cf the
w'orks cf Georg e H erlser, edited by the Rex'.
Robeirt A. Wiluîustt, andi printed iii NeW
Ycrlç, iii the year 18,54 (iy copy was il
prze giveus te ne xx'oucin tiie Iligli Scîscol
iii the city cf Qu)Lebec), at î Ie~amlong the

.laeola Prs l iitii voîr oii 1 aid i h Prcx'erbs,
Scestensces, etc." 1 fiîîd Élhe following
"(otI's mîill grinds sloxw, but sure.' 'le

1188 1 li 1894.
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