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integrity consis of pictorial syînbols representing abjects and ideas, aiaaunting in number ta na fewer than 40,000 ; and a student who aimseven moderate proflciency must face the appalling task of imprintiiaccurately an bis brain the bewildering forma of at least 10,000 or 12,0<ideagraplis, or combinations of lines, curves, and points, of which, thou<very many may be drawn by three or four strokes apiece with the brusthe rest need froum ten ta upwards of forty distinct movemants of the bar* for their delineatian." In Japan, howevar, besides this system there hiexistad for mare than a thousand yaars a syllabary called the ICana, whiccan8sts of highly.abbreviated foarma of these Chinese characters that carespand with the farty-seven syllabic sounds that enter inta the Japanailanguage n te mass of the Japanesa people the I<ana bas beongreat boan, sinca it has placed within their raach the arts of writing anreading, which but for it ware far beyond them. But in the rapid cours,of that praceas of demolition and reconstruction which began after threataration of the Mikado in 1868, and which bas bean recagnizad as thmast remarkable of its kind in the history of nations, it bas been feit thathe Kana also was too cumbersonie, and that the want of a simple and eas,script would stand vary much in the way of that complote cammunicatioibeItween Japan and the Western world desirad by Japan. An attempt waimade about three yaars ago by a litarary association ta effect a camplete sub.stitution of I<ana for the Chinesa systam, which proved futile; but as iconsequenca of the failure saine of the ablest members of the associatiorcame afterward ta see that thora could be no real relief except by discarding the existing methods in favour of a purely aiphabetical system, inwhich the letters sbould bo used aolcly according ta, their phonetic values.It was found that twenty-two lettera of the Roman alphabet would answarthis purpose-the 1, q, y, and x nat being neaded iii Japanese ; and thenwas faunded early last year the iRoma-ji Kai (Roman Alphabet Associa-tion), having for its abject the devisin g and diasemination of a consistentmetllod of spclling Japanese wards in Roman letters. The Associationalready nuinhers near]y six thousand of the leading men of the gaverning,educational, and literary classes of Japan ; and a complete schema of speli-ing, according ta the standard of pronuriîtian of the educated people ofthe capital, lias been drawn up, the consonants being taken at their Englisli,the vowels at their Italian, value.

TnZE imagination delights ta dwoll an the probable affects of this impor-.tant stop. There bas long been a tendency ta establiali English as thedominant foreign tangue iii Japan : an attempt many years ago of theJapanese Governmiient ta inake English the language of diplomatic inter-course was for saine reason discouraged by the British legation; yet alater similar attempt in another sphera lias had more success. English isnaw taught, by decrea of the State, in the priînary achools throughout thecountry ; English ideas are perîneating evory rank of society and are para-maunt in the systeru of education; and in the higher walks of learning,amiong the educated classea, the philosophy of Milîl, Darwin, Spencer, andHuxley has overturiîed not otily Canfucian etices and studies, but alsathe later and favourite philosophy of Choo Ha. With these classes theChristian missionaricii, in combating Confucianism, Buddhism, or Shinta(wbich last is now a superstitionfallen almoat ta the levai of folk-lore),'are engaged in slaying the slain. The whole educated portion af thenation will soon be givan up, wholly ta Spencerian theories and systams:just as readily as Japan took up Chinese philosophy twalve centuries agadoas she naw assimilate European philosophy,'choosing the moat advancedpoint af it. Ta oui' nirfd this is a most fortunate cor'juncture of circum-stances. That philosopby is indced Iargely destructive, but it can destroynothing of real -value. It mray, and it is ta ha hoped will, break downthe mass of suparstitiaus and pagan habits and traditions that stili clingabout Christianity; but it cannot injure the truc body of Cbristianitylying almost cancealed behind thesa; and it is a most happy circumstancethat Japan, placing hersaîlf baside advanced Western thouglit, will be ableto taka up Christianity, when the time is come,-as the West itself willretake it up,-free from the false interpratations that but a very few yearsago would have given her an entirely erroneaus conception of its meaning.[t niay yet be that some- great Oriental nation, canvertad ta Cbristianity,
- and yet abreast with the aga, may show us the truc figure of the Church ofthe g9spe]. 

____________

*ELECTRaOaaAvuRE is the titae given by .Frederick Juengling, the well-known artist and engraver, ta a pracass nawly perfected by him. It consista;in the cutting of the drawing -on a baxwood block with a graver or needle in'-indonted hunes. An alectratype is made fromn this block and the printingaccomplished on a plate press like that of a regular etching. The blockused is like that amployed in woad angraving and the tools are the saime.

aid The difference is that while the lines which appear black in a woodcut araat raised, those which came black in an electrogravura are depressed, just asig those in an engraving on metal are. The advantage s in speed and accuracy)0 which this proceas guarantees ovar that of atching will ha manifest ta allyh acquainted witb the requiremants of that art. The quality of the workb, produced, cleanness of lina and force of colour, rendar it a strong candidateLd for cansidaration amang the reproductive pracassas. The Art Union forta Decamber gives as frontispiece a powarfuî reproduction of a black andýh white drawing hy Muhrman, IlThe Smoker," which illustratas the posai-r- bilitias of the pracess very strikingly.
le
a TiERE is agrawing and cammendable tendency on the part of the mored prominent musicians, vocal and- instrumental,,taward a ravoît against thee encore nuisance. The singer wauld ba poorly paid, indead, aven at thea salary of a Patti, wha, at the climax of lis or lier performance, was left tae walk off the stage without a plaudit; but becausa an artiat lias parformedt ana task well is no reason that anothar sbould ba d*manded. Tlie compli-F ment, in that casa, is an tlie part of the artiat, not tlie audience. -Tt is outi of the custom of applaudîng a performer tliat tlie practica of racalling hims for a repetition of bis performance lias grawn. At first theabsout of-applause was enough ; it in time advanced ta the canferring of the laurel,tuntil the singer bimacîf set the initiative by coming forward ta repeat hisisang. The encore system of the day owes whatever axaggaration it.developa as 2nuch ta the performer as ta the public which tastifies. itaL homage by refusing ta ha surfeited by has art. Beginning as a tributa tahis art, it has simply become ana ta lis vanity.

Le Ménestrel relatas that a ricli Frenchi amateur died lataly, leaving asuperb Stradivarius quartet of instruments whidli cost himi no Jasa than66,250 francs. Ona of the four is a viahin, wbich Stradivarius is said tahave called bis "lSang of the Swan," because it was the last instrumentwbicb was turnad out of his banda. It bears the date of 1737, the very yaarin whicli Stadivarias died, then ninety-tbrea yeara old. U-p ta the presenttime, experts liave cited as the last specimen of the old maker's art a violinwhicli balonged ta tlie Count de Salabue, and beara the date of the preced-ing yaar, 1736. The authenticity of thle four instruments is uadoubted.The following are their dates and wliat they cost their late ownar :-1, aviolin bearing the date of 1737, and known as the "lSang of the Swan,"cost 17,000 francs ; 2, a violin baaring the date of 1701, coat 12,750 francs;3, a tanar bearing the date of 1728, coat 19,000 francs ; and, 4, a violoncellobaariag the date of 1696, cost 17,500 francs, making a sui total of 66,250francs.

REALI5TIc restaurants are bacoming the fashion in Paris. Firat wasstarted the Lion d'or, wbicb was furnishad in the styla of the pariad of LouisXV., and where the waiters ware costumed like dandies of tlîat age. Thencame the Dead Rat and the Black Cat, and now the Gallays bas bean apeaedby M. Lisbonna. On the walls ara portraits of well-k ro wu convicts, the fairsax being reprasentad by Louise Michel ; but the picture in the place of lion-aur is a representation of Henri Rochefort escaping froin New Caladonia.The, waiters ara chained togethar, and are gat up ta perfection in the prisondrass, green caps and red jackets, and thair hair is croppad close. Thenext realistic restaurant promised ta be opanad will ba in the Place Pigalle,andI it is ta ha called the Abbay of Thélème, with monka and fluas forwaiters and barmaids. It is a curiaus*craze, this naturalism, but it iniglitjust as well ha devotad towards dainty as tawards repulsive resuits.

TilE Londan Timres, in cancluding an aditorial on the Irish electionsand the means amployed by Mr. ]?arnell's agents ta secure a Nationalistmajarity, says: IlWhat would becoma of ireland, and what would be thefate of lier loyal minarity, if ail the agancies of law and order were placedin the banda of the datarmined enemies of Englanà? Inl this connexionthe extract from a latter of Mr. Goldwin Smith whicli Mr. Roundeil sandaus this marning is deserving of very seriaus considaration, ànd we commendit ta the attention of the Govarnment wliicli will have ta prepara a measureof local gavernment for Ireland. 'It is curiaus,' writes Mr. GoldwinSmith, 'that, juat when Disunionista ara proposing ta make Ireland happywith Home IRule, the Legialature of Massachusetts linda itacîf obliged tetake the police out of tlie hands af the city of Boston on account of thegrawtli of the Irishi element, and the consequent disorder and corruption.'

Tals Sultan of Turkey lately ardered a performance of IlBelisaria " forthe entertainment of the ladies of lie harem, who are pr*incipally Georgianand Circassian girls wbo had neyer sean an opera. The blind IlBelisario "was superbly sung by a basso, wha groped about the stage, and so tunefully
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