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SCHOOL QUESTION.

Aunother Great Speech
By

HON. SENATOR BERNIER.

ol ——
¥romn the Senate Debates, Feb. 15, 1838,

Hon. Mg. Beaxisr —This debate is very
likely drawing to a close. Before it
closes I ask the indulgence of the House
while I may make a few remarks in con-
neciion with a subjact which I expected
would be mentioned in thie speech from
the throne and which i8 conspicuons by
its absence. Fortunately tire hon. gentle-
man from Margnette has to some extent
supplemented the omission by some of
his remarks—1I mean the school question.
My bhonorable friend in his brief refer-
ence to the subject accounted for the ab-
-sence of any mention of it in the speech
from the throne by the reason that,accord-
ing to his views that subject was practical-
ly out of range of our deliberations now.
Has the hon. gentleman correctly in-
terpreted on that matter the sentimeats
of the government? Does the govern-
ment really belisve that this subject can
be dropped in that way? Ifthat were
the case, I must say that no greater
delusion could pervade the minds of the
hon. members on the treasury benches.
And I am bound at this stage of our
deliberations to give them a warning, We
mtand to-day where we have always
stood. From the first we have made up
‘our minds that we would appeal to the
<constitution of our country to remedy the

Wrievances we have, and frum that
moment we have been decided to leave
100 stone untarned in order to get justice.
‘We are inst as decided now a3 we were
‘in 1890 to parsue that coarse. No delay

- will deter us from parsuing that course,
‘and no obstacles will induce the minor-
ity to surrender their rights. These
rights have been determined by the
pronouncement of the ' Privy Council.
They have been determined more espe-
¢ially by the remedial order passed by
the late governmant. And while men-
tioning that reme lial order it is but fair
that I should point to the statesman
to whom we are indebted for the passing
of that judgmeunt, which has finally
decided the whole case. There he is
®itting in this House as an honoured
}eader of an important group in the
8enate. He, a Protestant, he who is per-
sonally opposed to denominational
#chools, saw the justice of our contentions,
he saw the necessity of upholding the
‘tonstitution, and with the uprightness
which characterizes him, he had the
remedial order passed. To him also and
to his friends around him we owe the
only serious attempt that has been made
%o relieve the minority from the distress
wnder which it is labouring.

That remedial order cannot be altered,
or modified or withdrawn. The Governor
General in Council cannvt pass any Or-
der in Council that would modify or
destroy that first remedial order; and
unless the Imperial parliament interferes
that order will stand for ever.

Hox, Mr. BouLtoN—Did not the legis-
lation of the province of Manitoba close
the question ?

Hon, Mg. Bervier—No, uot. at ali; it
left the question 28 open as ever,
because no local legislation can do away

‘with the remedial order unless it com-
‘Pletely complies with such remedial or-
der.

Hox. Mr. Bourron—That legislation of
the Province of Manitoba was at the
desire, or on the instructions of the Gov-

"ernor General in Council and was a

- wettlement between the Governor Gene-
"ral in Council and the Province of Mani-
toba on the remedial order. '

Hon. Mr. BrrRNIER—It was at the
‘desire of the government, I do not con-
tradict that; but Isay the desire of the
government in that respect did not com-
Ply with the judgment which the Gover.
Ror General in Counci. bad before pasged
angd consequently their action, s wel] a5
the action of the local legislature, is ab-.
®olately inadequate. .8 & matter of fact,
this action far from being adequate to
the requirements of the remedial order
18 the very reverse and would be subs-
tantially the destruction of the remedial
order of 1895, which. this government or
Any othergovernmant have no right and
10 power to do. |

Hox, S MACKE NulE BowELL—Where

™
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mation that there was an Order in Coun-
cil agreeing to any such arrangement ?
If my recollection is correct the Serre-
tary of State informed me at the time
that there were no records at all and
that everything that was done was
simply by conversation.

Hox~. Mr. BourtroNx—The hon. leader of
the opposition knows that & commission
was sent to ihe Province of Manitoba to
negotiate with the provincial govern-
ment.

Honx.
whom?

Ho~x. Mr. BourroNn-~By the govern-
ment of which the hon. gentleman was a
member,

Hox. Sim Mackevzie Bowern—I
thought the hon. gentleman was re
ferriny to the action of the present gov-
ernment,

Hox. Mr. Bovrton—I am referring
now to the fact that the government, of
which the hon. gentleman was a mem-
ber, if not the leader, sent & commission
for the purpose of settling this question
with the province of Manitoba. That fail-
ed to effect that arrangement ; then the
new government came in and almost in
the same terws effected an arrangeinent
with the province as a full discharge of
the obligations of the province of Mani-
toba under the terms of the Order in

Stk Mackexzie  BoweunL—By

{ Counecil,

Hox. Sir. MackeNziE BowgLL—Oh no.

HoN. Mr. Beaxigr—The hon. gentle-
main is omitting this fact, that in the in-
structions given by the late government
to the commission he refers to, there was
this : that commission was instructed
not to make an arrangement except
with the consent of the minority. That
consent we did not give, and as a matter
of fact we were never called to give our
consent, because the commissioners saw
clearly tbemselves that the government
of Manitoba wus not willing to come to
a satisfactory arrangement, and they re-
turned without accomplishing anything.
Let me state again that no arrangement
which may fall short of the require-
ments of the remedial order, can have
any effsct upon the remedial order with-
out our consent.

Having so stated our position, I must
refer to certain facts and to a certain do-
cament which are now of public notorie-
ty. Last year some of the gentlemen
supporting the government of the day
and some of the cabinet ministers,
amongst whom the right hon. premier
himself, appealed as against us to a bigh
authority on the other side of the ocean,
an authority which always comamnds
the highest respect from the adherents of
the church to which I belong. 1tis of no
small importance to remark here that
the minority was not a party to that ap-
peal. The minority has always been of
opinion they were correctly interpreting
the doctrine of their church in matters
of education, and they were satisfied
that our constitution afforded sufficient
means to remedy their grievances. But
the appeal having been taken to the
authority to whbich I have alluded, and
the answer having come, we must take
notice of it. It is well to state that in
the docament to whickh I allude our
claims are fully sustained and the views
of the appellants are not sustained. This
document cannot bind in any constita-
tional or legal way the citizeus of Cana-
da, and the Pope does not porfess that
it can, but although such is the case,that
document has been received in Canada
with such a marked favour that it wonld
be on our part a dereliction of duty not to
acknowledge it. Those amongst our
countrymen who do not belong to our
faith have no doubt felt that, indepen-
dent of all religious views, ihe voice of
such an exalted and experienced states-
man, the voice of the head of a large por-
tion of the Canadian people in. spiritual
matters, the voice which has the privi-
lege of drawingthe attentionof the whole
universe when it makes itself heard,
should be received with deference, and
it has been so received by all clasges in
our commupity. This is a source ofgreat
gratification to us. It shows that there
is in the heart of the Canadian people a
sense of justice which one day will come
to the top and make itself felt in the
Solution of the present difficalties.

Now, will the hon. gentlemen who
have sought this utterance, do what is
advised therein ? The so-called settle-
ment is condemned in no uncerain
sound, therr action consequently is cen-

id the hon. gentle:man obtain the infor-

sured. Will they comply with the terms

‘take its own course as before.

] .
; of the answer that they have received ?

As I have already said,that document
canaot be ignored, but it leavss us as
free as ever to.fizht for the maintenance
of the constitution of our country, and we
will ever be free to do so.

Hox. MR. BourroN—It must be on
some different lines.

Hon. Mr. BErNIER—What do  you
mean? The maintenance of the constitu-
tion is a clear line, a clear plaiforn, and a
sonnd and patriotic one too,

Hox. Mz. BouvLroN—You cannot make
a further appeal to the Governor Gene-
ral in Council. .

Hox. Mr. Brxigr—It ig not neces-
sary to make a futher appeal, becauss our
appeal is still standing; or rather, it has
been adjudicated upon. Let the judzment
be executed now! Until it is, we will hold
to it. No further appeal is necessary to
revive our cage; it is fully alive still.
As [ havesaid, we wantsimply the main-
tenance of the constitution. The constitu-
tion is the ground on which we have
bascd our hopes for the protection of
parental rights; and parental rights and
the constitution will remain the ground
on which we will continue to advocate
the redress of our grievances. Let the
parliamentary compact entered into at
the timeof the union be carried out, or
else let every province in confederation
What s
the use of confelerating ourselves if
each provinee can at any tune disregard
the conditions of its entry into that
confederation and break the pledges that
1t has taken? The government of no
country can be carried on unless on the
principle that good faith must be kept
with everybody, with every corporation,
with every section of the coantry, and
above all with the constitution itself.

Hox. Mr. BouLtoN—Will the hon.
gentleman tell me where the province of
Manitoba made any pledge.s?

Hox. MR. Berxigr—Yes, [ could speak
for an hour relating all the pledzes they
have made.I did 80 in1894 when speaking
here. I then mentioned the pledges they
made.

Hon. Mz, Bourrox—Yon mean the
Acts they passed subsequent to confede-
ration?

Hon. MR. BERNIER—I mean the pledges
taken when the province came into the
union; I mean the pledges taken by the
legislature of the province when the
legislative council was abolished; I mean
the pledges which the libera) party took
in that now celebrated election of St.
Francois Xavier; I mean the pledges
Mr. Greenway took when he formed
his government; I mean the school legis-
lation passed by the local legislature
subsequent to its entry into confedera-
tion, which is more than a pledge; 1
mean the pledges that were taken both
by the local authorities and by the
federal authorities when they invited
the people of the eastern provinces to g0
and settle in Manitoba in order that the
immense resources of that province
could be worked up. That invitation was
coupled with the assurance that the
educational laws in particular afforded
protection to the views of" everybody,
and that they could and would not be
disturbed. If such representations haq
uot been made, 1 for one would not have
gone there and worked for the coloniza.
tion of that province. - To-day, all these
pledges are vielated. It is to the ghame
of Canada that for eight long years the
constitution has been so Violated.

Under the circumstances [ say that
we must maintain our claims. We wiil
not recede one iota from the pogition we
have taken from the first. At the same
time I must say this, that while bold-
ing such & position, we do not want to
put any obstacles 1n the way of gp equis
table settlement. We have jugtice on
our side ;- we -have the constitution on
our gide, we want also to put generosity
on our side.

In the document to which I have al-
luded, there is an - invitation to every
one of us to be moderate, there ig an in-
vitation to peace and harmony., We
love peace, and we desire pegee, We
sre cheerfully willing to follow the ad-
vice that is contained in that gocyment.
At present it might be contendeq that
sufficient time has not yet elapsed since
that utterance has been made known,
to enable the competent authorities to
come to a decision. I take it for granted
that those who have appealed to Rome
have done so with a view to abiding by
the decision they should receive. Now,

granting that they have nos had time to
effect anything up ¢ the present, we are
willing to be patient, but patience doss
not mean surrender. If the competent
authorities are willing 1o do what is
right, let them do 90 of their own motinn
within a reasonable time, If fy)) justice
18 given, well and good ; if not, if no jus-
tice at all is rendered to us, or if only
partial justice is given us, it will be our
duty to maintain our position and o
continune the fizht we began in 1890 ; it
i8 our duty to make the government and
the country acquainted with our deter-
mination to take the constitution into
our hands, and without any break in our
efforts, ask parliament to redeem the
hounour of this Canada of ours, which
stands to-day, I regret to say, in an un-
enviable position. The other day the
right honourable premier closed a speech
in another place by a eulogy of liberty.
Liberty is just what we want. But there
is no liberty where the constitotion is
violated. There is no liberty where a
crushing injustice is done to 80 large a
portion of the people; and to use the
words of Sir A, 'I. Galt, there is no great-
er injustice thian to force a people to eda-
cate their children contrary to their
conscientious convictions. Ag British
subjects. as citizsns of Canada, we
are entitled to the protection of the
constitution and of those who are
called to carry on the goverument of
Her Majesty. And this protection we
will continue to claim and surely sooner
or later we shall get it.

Hox. M=r. Bourton—Will the hon.
gentleman tell us what he expects this
parliament to do in the matter?

Hox~. MR. Berntsr—I will tell the hon.
gentleman what I wish should take
place. I wish that the local goyernment
of ihe province should remedy the
grievances of the minority of their own
motion. That is our dae, first because
the local government were the bﬁ‘enders,

T TT—
clical “Providentissimus Dens,” of No-
vember (8th, 1893, they learned that
God, by his supernatural influence, so
stirred and moved the human writers
and so assisted them, that they right.
ly conceived in their minds that, and
that only which he bade them write,
and that they willed to write it faith~
fully, and that with unfailing  truth
they expressed inemséives aptly, for
otherwise God wn:li ve the ane
thor of the wiiole of the sucred Scrip-
ture, This implied: (1) a supernataral
determination of tnue will to write as
in Exodus 17th Chap., 14th verse, and
Isaiab. 8ch Chap., 1st verse. The de-
8ign must come from the swuathor, God,
It was not enongh that a man shoald
write a work ang that God should
approve it  afterwards, and, as it
were, make it his own. The inspired
writer might not know that he was
inspired; it was enough that he should
be inspired ; (2) the ilumination of the
mind by which the Holy Ghost either
reveals to the human writer what he
does not know or suggests to him
what part of his already acquired
knowledge he should make use or at
least assists him in such a way that
the writer avoids all error in what be
writes, and 8ays only what God wills
and a8 He wills it; (3) a
certain influence on the choice of
words and the order of the thougbts,
whether by dictation or supervision,
80 that nothing false might enter in-
to the work. This last condition did
not, however, imply verbal inspira-
tion in the sense that every word of
scripture was dictated by the Holy
Spirit to the prophets and apostles,, go
that they acted as mere machines.
No!the preacher did not bold verbal
inpiration in that sense; it was une
necessary, and therefore unproved, and
it was open to the grave objection

o

and second because they are the cow-
petent and proper authorily to deal first
with the question. As an adherent to
constitutional principles, I say that
since education rests with the local
government, I am guite willing to
leave it in their hands, but when the
constitationis being violated and the
local government refuses to redress the
grievances that they themselves created,
as in this case, and more particularly
since the remedial order wasg passad,
parliament is vested with jurisdictian
in the matter, and it is the daty of the
government to introduce remedial legis-
lation and of this parliament to adopt it.

Rev. Father

o

Drummond.

A Sermon on “Inspiration of the Holy
Seriptures,”

Speaking at the Church of the Imma-
culate Conception Sunday before last on
the subject, “Inspiration of the Holy
scriptures,” Rev. Father Drummond
said the word inspiration was taken
from the Latin of the Vulgate, 2nd epis-
tle of Peter, 1st chap., 213t verse and 2nd
of Timothy, 8rd Chup., 16th verse, In
the Greek text from St. Peter the figure
of “*breatbing into” was not 8o clear as in
the Latin version, but in the text from
Timothy the original Greek shows forci-
bly that the human writer is breathed )
upon by God. What does this does inspi-
ration mean ? Not merely a pious incli:
nation, nor a special - assistance : of the
Holy Ghost, nor a revelation. The pious
inclination gave no assurance of infalli-
bity, and yet inspiration must be infalli-
bly true. The :assistance of the Holy
Ghost preserved indeed from error, as
in the case of the Pope defining ex ca-
thedra, but it ‘was rather -negative than
positive,and did not suppose that the de-
termination to write came -from God.
Revelation being a supernatural mani.
festation of a truth hitherto snknown to
the one who now receives it, was often
contained in the inaspired -writers, bat
was not wide enough to -embrace them
all, since many part of the Bible bore
internal evidence that the authors
knew by natural means severa) things
which they described or related.
Inspiration properly 8o-called was,
then, a supernatural help which
acting on the will of the human writ
er, determined him to write by enlighten-
ing his mind 80 a8 to suggest to him
the substance at least of what he
was to write. From Leo XIIf's ency-

that it failed to account for the va-
rieties of style amongst the sacred
writers. For iustance, the difference
between the style of fsatih und thag
of Amos was inunense. One false view
of inspiration had already been tough-
ed upon—that which supposed that a
book might be adopted by the Holy
Ghost after it was written. Anoth-
er false view considered that it was
enongh for the ingpiration of the
book that it contained revelation
without admixture of error. That
was npot enough. A professor mi:ght
watch over a student’s work in such
a way a8 tokeep him from error, and
yet the student and not the professor
would be the author of that work.

Since God is the anthor of al} jp.
spired scripture, whatever the serip-
ture conveyed to them was true.
This principle held without distinetion
of the nature of the matter, or of its
greater or less importance. This free-
dom from error could not, of course,
be asserted of every word which was
attributed in scriptare to the per-
80ns mentioned, as when they read
the question of the Jews, Mark 2nd,
7th verse:*Who can forgive sins save
God only?” they did ot accept this
doctrine as true. . All that the iyp.
spired writer was pledged to was the
use ofthe wordson that occasion. It
was often difficalt to seize the mean.
ing .intended by the sacred Writer ;
‘there might be apparent contradic-
tions which, however, admitted of a
rational explanation, bug they mnat
always hold to the rule laid down by
8t. Augustine: “Ip dealing with these
books YOu must not say that the author
Was mistaken, but either the text is

corrtipt or the translation fan or yom
fail to catch the meaning.” ty, oy

*Tis Ever So.

1L langhed aloud:
8 Agttg&c?wdwa th
ore f o) ere.
Sl f lm!ghed in mirth;
The gay old earth
Laughed with me and seemed fair.

Lo! Sorrow came:
t ite name,
The light throng moved away.
Isighed a moan, .
But all alone.
Menp still laughed all the day.

1 sought reljef
n my grief,
had none to give,
Iturnedto God,
I kissed His rod,
He, loving, bid me live.

The world

'Tis ever so:

Bent down in woe,
Our God is with us then,

Baut tn our glee,

¥rom sorrow free,
We turn to sinful men,

N, A, Girroo,




