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crowds tbat attend the preaching of the "ievangelists," as lhey are called,

notably Moody and others, and this may be taken as a fair. sample of the

sensational preacbing of to-day. But we bave many varieties of style,

Beecher occasionaîîy startling us wiîh sorie ne"' idea or thieory; -Josephi Cooks

with bis flve-footed words, tahking of 1,full-fledged souls"' and Ilenvirenients,'

&c., &c., until we wonder how many, or rallier lîow few, of' bis audience Cal i

follow bis discourse intelligently; Dr. Parker, and others. But amongst thems

ail, Mr. Talmage seis 10 bold a moiopoly' of vulgarity.

The series of sensational, sermons on the IdNigbt Side of Newv York Life"

whicb the Rev. Mr. Talmage bas been preachiing of hale, detaihîng bis visits to

soine of the dens ofinfamy abouriding ini NewYorky and whIich are more orless ini-

cidental 10 ail great cities, are tbe latest novellies in sensation. W'e have refcrred

to these sermons on a previous occasion, questioning the propriety of tiîcir

delivery, and we again ask Il cu bno ? ' We were told on one occasion that

Iln spite of storîy wealher an immense crowd was present, and the interest

remaîned unabated."Y We can understaiid that the immense crowd was probabhy

there induced by prurient curiosity, and tbat the preacher, as is bis woiîl, did

not fail to Ilbarrow up tbeir souls"' by bis gloiving recitl of a chapler of

horrors. We may take il for granted that Mr. Talmage believes that bis series

of sermons bas acted as a moral earthquiake, for bie says îlîat "lSatan is in a

paroxysin of excitemient'" and that l "nearhy ail bis (Satan's) establishmentîs ire

bankrupted." We might be glad t0 know that Mr. Talmage's sermons l'ad

such a salutary effect, "la consurimiation so devolitl>' t be %îvisbed," but we are

compelled 10 accept tbe annoufleement cungraflo salis, wve very nîuch fear

that for ail Mr. Talmage's diatribes "4ginger will stili be bot in tbe îouth."

Apart from the very questionable subjects whichi fori the liasis of tliis

series of sermons, vulgarity and self-conceit are erninently conspicuotis, and the

malter is not mucb mended by the fact tbat the Tabernacle is crowded, and

that the said crowd laugbs and applatids by turus as the actor nioves it. WVli

ai Ibis flippancy and irreverence îs set forth Stinday after Sunday, witb aIl the

eloquence of wbicb Mr. Talmage'S rhetorical anms and persuasive legs are

capable, and as we are told that tbe cburcb is crowded, wve are forced bo the

conclusion that il does not say much for tlue mental calibre of the people of

Brooklyn wbo can be amiused by sucb ribaldry. I

Il bas long been tbe custom. of Mr. Talinage's congregations to latigh aI or

with bum, but it becoies a question wheîber bis weekly buffooflefles are not fit

objecs diFor scorui to point ils 5ixed, unmioviflg, figer ai."

As Mr. Talmage told bis audience tbat soie of Satan's establishments are

stili in full swing, we may conclude that this winîer wilh scarcely sec thîcir

extinction, but we may, perhaps', safely predict that next seasoli mnay witness

their complete ruin. Surely those wbo have had the benefit of hcaring these

dens descnibed by Mr. Tainiag Ys anis and legs wilh neyer again place them-

selves in the paîli of temptation. Tb'le gambling dens and other resorts of

infamy and vice wbicb Mr. Talmage bas so vuvidhy descrîbed niay' pass awayl

but meanwhile the Brooklyn Tabernacle will be crowded, and the liînbs of Mr'

Talmage will vie with Mr. Arbuckle's silver cornet nfrshlgaescoIy

and let us hope a more harrnless, enterU.lnnient.

Wc have mer srewhere about the thunder of the Çhuch, and prestime

il must bc er s bicl, as it must so dlean the air for a time. Here, for

Img era been thundering, till people wondered if the roof of

wceks bas Mr. Tai'ifceageseae
the Tberncle as salle and, Mr- Tahmage siiling, as if bisfcwa mrd

with boney,'folds bis bands, and oc > eî to Say' Tîn îaew''

had a lovel>' stan."I Talking abouit tbunder ; in "Festus," a pocni of the hast

generatian, one of those strange, odd tîîings thar give your braili a twist, there

wvas a passage whicb was rather obscure, but no0W ~i us perfecthY intelligible.

Somebody says- t0 another :- idWhy, how now !

'fou lolk » though you fed on butteres ,kun&r."

Now, with ail respect, Mr. Tamage must be the very man. Voti have
Only 0 rcd bi we re saredfron beang thei)--really so

Onyt edbssermons (happil>' to bre sre thlwa ebc n hrves

flois, and ye reaing 10 be oft-obsueta h c.lv ndhi

ythuderý Sorie of bis friefds believ~e tat il wil do a deal

o good b teye jenI a tu piety, ike physict wauts slakiug ta have its

proper effee~~ ~~t ebv i uime seen Mr.Tahiage preachadhvebn

reminded of a'circus and the ridi4 ntern;tepicpi ridroesl hI

of .nes, wbihsI cantcriflg and gallopiiig, and gOifg tir ou h i

manner aIl Wonder beY donce before hi'n, and for this

ppcse ios dthrmiflC ail sorts Of manSeuvres, lu MrP$auigesoî od

Oni Sunday lasî, IlRing the belle and Ict the curtaili drop. he poet Crabbe in

pupoe geseb tb0ihe ecito of the preaching of th

Rejeted A.ddresses. I n thc ve'w of life and mnanners wich I present, mny

clerical profession bas taught mei how uetrcnessy improer triviah, tu any i-

allusion however sligbt, to give a> naues oee

vidual, bowevcr fohih oir wicked."ranyovrokd

Thîis side of the questionl Mn. Talage bascetnhovrokd
Mr. Tlmagerallir beoiis1 the alarmfing or threateing schooh, but his

seron ae por"ib os aftei' ai; we bave said that BsO aie

seas a e aoo ever suiîo a pulpit, but hie was of such a

ouîspokefl preache as t0 1 thstanding bis rough style.

nature that it attracts us evefi flWb ivalisi moveifefit of Uhc prescrit day,

Then again ihitb refereilce t0 ah e

are~ ~ ~ ~ ~~a wa Il readl sevdid s apsed multitude 'Y who have been un-

inluedw b r bed pit verc wbon the pulpil bas ceased ta have effect, and

who ae nowsoh by h up er %uht uapon b>' sensational converted clowns, and

Wh re-bpie prize4ghte b rs, ieVý turned theologiansq and convicts on ticket-af-

le-aed trz-hters ew v'8ri and aI sorts of otber forils of attractive

Ifast etlife intrdcdm icpii en

programmes ? Wbat does do e isu5 the how thafi the what of a

How much more frequcly s do we la>'us on the bold Uic sermoni bas

sermon; how much greater a stressd ely emn enwmr ie

takenon usthanthe hld w have takeli of th, emn efO oefe

quentl nnu ta the critid tha in the receptive mood.

qetygo 10 chuirch inteciia thIfoln practicl, mzaly> talk, even if il

The preaching nccded is srighfradhv 
oes

be sensatioiial in the best sense Of theword) and happUl> we bv oesc

preachers in our midst. In thc cots with ar"Il s, fac"IltIls, systen' 5 theories, ci1s-

f lighî, love of novelties, doubft, critici sm, temptations to negleet and disregard

t, have been unable on the whole greatly to affect. Culture bas decried ite 1_

cience lias oppose(l it, socialisîn and con;munisrn have rcsisted it, doubt basS

assailed i.carelessniess and ]ove of self ]lave laid thecir deadening weight upon i

t; but it lias riuiiî>heid over ail. S

Sound preaching is yet a power iii human life, altbougli there have arisen

o many new climiants for the possession of a formost place. The forims of

hurches nay change, their relations to states may be alîercd, their trials niay tQ

nultilIy, but faithfui preaching ivili remain an undying influence.

GEOLOGICAL RELATIONS 0F THE ATMOSPHERE.

Bv T. STERR%, HUNT, 1,L.D., F. R.S.

In our News Summary of last weck w~e referrcd to aw paper on "The

Atnmosphere," recenlly read at Paris, by Dr. Sterry 1-lunt, we now give a more

exended notice of this very interesting suject froni .Vtr ~
'lie author be an by noticng tie inquirie q of ILbeln euî int the decon po- r_,

sition of rocks throughi tlîe influence of îlîe atimospbiere, resulting in the fixation '

f carbonic acid and oxygen. and discussed thc question at lengt, withi>t
rihmetical data. le inquired farther intu the fixing of cron frorn the air 7

b y vegetation, with liheraion at the saie lime of oxygen l.oth from carbonc .,

acid and frn the decomîîosed water, the hydrogen of whicl, with carbon,

forms te bituiinons coals and peroleuns. It wvas slîown that the carbonic

acîd absorbed iii tle process of rok.decay during the long geologic ages, and

now rcpresented iii he formn of carbonates in he earh's crus, must have

equalled, probaliy, two IiUn(lrd limes thc enlire volume of the present atmos-

plere of our earth. This anount could not of course exist at any one time in

he air ; il would, at ordinary lenîperattlres, be liqucfitid at the cartb's surface.

Wbcnce came this vast quantiy of <arbonic acid, wich nmust have been supplied ;4ý

through he ages? 'l'le hypotess of 1ie de Beaumont, who supposed a ý

reservoîr of carbonic acid stored ni) in the liquid interior of the plane, was t

discussed and disiissed. 'l'li gas nowv volved froni the eartb's crust from

volcanic and otlier vents was proably of secondary origine and due to, car- 4.

bonates prcviousIy forned aI he surface. ý

'l'le solution of the problem offered by the author is based upon the con- >

ceplion that our amosplhere is not terresîrial, but cosmical, being a universal1>2

mediumn diffused hroughout ail space, but condensed around he various centres

of attraction in amounts proportioned to their mass and temperature, the watrs

of thc occan themselves belonging to his universiîl atmosphcre. Such being tý'

tlie case, any change in Ui tmohe ei envelope of any globe, wvhether by Uic

absorption of the disenguigemenl of any gas or vpour, would, by the laws of tt
diffusion and static cquilibrium, be feit cvrywhc throughout tie universe, and

he fixation oif carhonic cÎid ut thic surface of our planet would flot only bring

in a supiîly of this gs fron he îîurlds bynd, but by reducing te total

amount of il in the universal atmosphere, diminish the barometric pressure a é
the surface of our own and of ail other worlds.

This conception of a cosinical aimosphere, of whih our own forms a part,

is not new, but was put forth hy Sir Williami R. Grove in 184,3, and is developcd

in the vcry learned and ingenicus work of Mr. Mattiu Williams, on IThe Fuel

of the Sun," and lias latly lîcen noticed by Dr. P. M. Duncan in is geological

bearings. Ebelmen, in 1845, pOintced out that tie greater weight of an alnios-

phere chargcd with carboie acid would increase the temperature due tu solar k.

radiation at fic earhs surface, and greatly modify atmospheric phcnomena.

Tyndall, by bis subsequent rescarches on radiation, showed that certain >J

gases, in amouint 100 small to affect considerably the baromctric pressure, might

influence lbowcrftîlly climatic conditions, and suggested that in the former

preselice in he amospberc of nioderate quatîties of a gas like carbonic acide sî

miglt be found ai solution of tbe îîroblli of the cliaes of former geologic

ages. According tu the author, Uic amount of tbis gas, which, since the advent ýd

of fle on our earth, bas been substracted from he universal amosphere, although tq

it may flot have sufficed to diminish by more than a smahl fraction the pressure .4

ait the arth's surfce, would aceount for aIl the conditions of geohogical history ,

so far as temlperature and cliale are concerned.
ie maintains that wbile we have evidence of a warm or subtropical climate hi

prcvailing over tic Arcic regions from tie carboniferous down te, lower

cretaceous times, and a graduai refrigeration upl to the temperate cimate of the ý4

miocene age, we had for te first lime inuftie pliocene age the evidence of

Arctie cold, wbicb, with soie varia tions, bas coninued until now. Since that

date geographical variations have caused, and may again cause local clirnatic

changes of considerable magnitude, Blut no such changes could permit the Z

existence over continental areas witbin the Arctic circle of such tropical vege- tS

talion as we know 10 have once flotished there. Geographical changes, as J.

F. Canmpbell, Dawsonl and others bave s0 well pointed ou, miglt lift large bý

areas int the region of perpetual frost, and thus give rise 10 local glacial t_4

phenomena, and may, morcover, account for considerable local climatic varia-

tions aI the sca-hevel since he pliocene age. We cnnot, howevcr, account in

this way for the warnier climates of previous ages, but must seek for their cause

in Uic former constiution Of the atiosphere.
Touching the suggestion that former climatic changes were due te, a dis-

placement of the earth's axis of rotation, the author expressed the opinion that

it 15 irreconcilable with the fact long ago insisted upon by him that "the

direction of the Arctic currents, whîch are guided by the earth's rotation,~

appears, from he distribution of marine sediments, to bave been the saie since

very earhy periods." Dawson bas reinforced this argument by recalling the

fact that the sothward migration of successive foras shows, in like manner,

that fomn the Devonian age the gencral course of oceanic currents, and conse-

quently the position of the earth's axis, bave flot changed.

II NEVER KNEW a fashioriable woman wbo did nol think more of a fool

than of an upright, sensible an,"' says Talmage. And everybody knows he

is a favourite wih the ladies.-N. Y Graphc
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