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ROM time to time the daily newspapers report the

case of some unfortunate workman who kas been
buried alive or fatally injured by the caving in of (he
drain or sewer in which he was working. The frequency
of such accidents would seem to indicate thut some con-
traciors do not 1ake the precantiuns that are necessary
1o protect workmen in their employ from injury. City
engineers and others whose duty it is to supervise the
work of contractors, should see 10 it that the latter are
not allowed to shirk their duty 1n this important particu-
far,

THE average housc owner is not deeply interested
in the health of his tenants, and goes no farther

in the of sanntary imp than the law
or self interest compels him. Canadiau tonants should
take a Jeaf out of the book of the Chicago .people, who
are just now using the house owners’. sell-interest as a
lever to keep their buildings in a sanitacy conditi A
Chicago journal states that “ the public is getting more
sensitive to sewer air every year, and to recognize its
cfiects when it is not perceptible by ns odor ; and that
whole blocks of nice-looking residences stand empty 1n
some localities because when inhabited funcrals were so
numerous as 10 make them notorious.” Canadian house
owners who are seeking only to reap large profiis from
their investments, and have given no thought or carc 1o
the sanitary condltion of their premises, will do well to
take warning.

OMMUNITIES, like individuals, often fall w

iate their ges until di of
them, Through neglect on the part of its official
representatives, the city of Toronto has forfeited conteol
of the Queen’s Park and Avenue. The property, unless
some new arrangement can be made, will revert to the
the University. Seeing that no land for park purposes
is obtainable near the cenlre of the city, it is very desire
able that negotiations should be d on the part
of the city with a view to oblaining a new lease of the
property. Toronto is sadly deficient in the matier of
public parks and squares, which conduce so greatly to

", _the pleasure and comfort of residents in large cilie,s, and

form centres of attraction for. visitors. In this park
transaction the city is. certain to be the loser,
even lhongh it should again secure control of the pro-
pgn),ns the University will vefuse to forego the ad-
vantage it has gained unless liberally compensated.

public-app! i in this d i, by removing the
wooden fence and allowing everybody to have free in.
gress to this delightful spot. We trus¢ the résult will
prove that refining and civilizing influences bave been at
work among all classes of our citizens, and that all will
unite in showing their appreciation of cvery effort put
forth to make the city of ’l‘ovomo as attractive as it is

N outcome cf'-(he.- recent d-ilﬁu-lty t the
master builders and their employces at Hamilion
is the formation of ao Independent Workingmen's Asso-

. ciation. The members of this new organszation state

that they are not in sympathy- with the methods of the
unions or with their attitude towards the employers.
They will endeavoc 10 bring about a more fnendly feel-
ing b s. and 1 , and favor a

iy

ploy

. graded scale of wages in comparison mth the skill of

individual workmen. This organization is the natural
outgrowth of the lyrannic:nl conduct of the unions, whose

bers are d, and indeed peled, to sacrifice
their indwidual ouinions and desires, and follow the dic-
tates of their leaders. 1f.the unions hope to hold the
Hlegi of men of independent minds, they will find
it necessary to allow their members greater individual
liberty ; and also they will nced to recognize the justice
ol paying workmen in proportion to the umount and
quality of the work they are able to perform.

SEVERAL contributors to this journal have recently
pointed to the necessity for a standard of qualifica-
tion - which every person aspiring to practice

hi should be ired to up to.” The
subject is a timely one, involving not only the interests
of architects, but of the public as well. We have wisely
decided that no person. sliould be allowed to carcy on
the business of a plomber without first having passed an

« cessiul

prosp:

HE City Council of Peterborough, Ont:, are con-

sidening the introduction of a system of sewerage
under the terms of a public competition. The proposal
is 10 submit the plans to a commitice of three engineers
as arbitors—one to be selected by the city, one by the
competitors, and the third by the other two ; the suc-
10 have the ission of the execu-
tion of the work. This commends itself as’the fairest
tribunal before which any competitive plans can be lrud
still, in view of the isfactory nawre of all peti-
tions, wa cannot endorse the scheme as heartily as we
could desire. The questions at stake in the planning
and Inying out of a sysiem of sewerage are very weighty,
and require a great deal of thought. Few competitors

- ¢an afford the time and money to visit a city and take in

all the points, on the mere chance of gaining a prize,
which will not compensate them for their time, unless
they obtain the first prize. We have now several
engincers of eminente in sanitary science in this pro-
vince, and if gratuitous advice is ever of any value, we
offer it 10 the City Council of Peterborough, and advise
them to seek out and employ a consulting engineer. Let
him have the surveys made by some one conversant with
the needs of the city, inform him of any special points as
to discharge of sewerage and areas to be specially
sewered a: once, and leave him from his experience to
d the most y system he can devise.

examination showing himself to be p d of the
necessary knowledge, He is even required to give a

" bond for the proper performance of his duties. Does

not as much responsibility rest upon the architect as the
gunrdian of human health and life, as upon the plumber ?
If s0, why should not the one be required 1o prove his
qualifications as well as the other?  The time is surely
coming when architecture will be placed on equal foot.
ing with the other piofessions, when only those who
have fitted themselves by a proper course of study will
be allowed to practice it.  The duly qualified architects
of the prasent day should unite as a body and scek
to obiamn the passing of the Jegislation necessary to place
the profession upon the higher level” where it properly
belongs.

FEW summers ago the Toronto City Council
tried the experiment of planting flowers along the
boulevards in Queen’s Park Avenue. The resuk was
mast discouraging.

by crucl passers-by almost as soon as their petals
opened.  Many of the plants were torn up by the roots,

and either carried away or trampled under foot. The -

Council naturally ewough concluded that it was uscless
1o spend money in attempling 1o beautify the public
thoroughfares and render the city attractive, so long as
a portion of the population at least were so unappre.
ciative as to wilfully destroy instead of seeking 1o protect
and preserve what was designed to increase their
pleasure and happiness, We abserve that the City
Council, into whosc hands has recenily passed the

of the Horticultural Gardens, will again test

Before the season was half gone.
scarcely a flower was to be seen. They were plucked

T is probable that the eastern gap of the Toronto
harbor will be dredged toallow of the passage being
used by large vessels. 1 such shovld be done, some
provision should be made which will allow of the erec-
tion ot @ swing bridge. We must have the means of
reaching the Island by other ways tham by the Island
ferries. A stecet car line laid along the lake edge of the
fstand, and connected with the street car service of this
city would meet the wants of a large number of our
citizens. This line could be connected with-the eastand
west end of the King street lines, and a belt line of cars
run, with which all the other lines in the city could con-
nect.  Anothet belt line could be run by laying a line of
rails up Bathurst strect 1o College street, and running a
line of cars along this route to the Island by way of’
Parfiament street. A third beit Jine could be run by
way of Bathurst street to Bloor street, along Bloor to.
Sherbourne street, and by way of Howard strect to Pac~
liament street, and thence to the Island. With tacse
systems of strect car hines in operation, ready access o
the fsland could be gained from all parts of the city.
Arrangements could be made to use these tracks for the
conveying of strect sweepings and other refuse suitable
for the purpose to the Island on cars or waggons. This
work should be done in the early morning or at night,
By this means the Island could be built up by the addi-
tion of malerial which would be most valuable wher pinced
thereon, but which is of no value in the city.  The distri-
bution of material on the [sland would turnitinto a festile
garden, and make it possible to lay out a beautiful park
which would be the resort of our citizens during the



