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HISTORY OF GEOGRAPHICAL DISCOVERY
By D. A. McGuigan, B.A.

hims lee_OSraph.ical discovery plainly must have bggun with man

at ce In pushing away from the centre where he originated. Where
e Var'iltre was, no one knows, nor do we know how man reached
to the OUs parts of the earth, scholars being at variance in regard
Behri Way by which he reached America. It may have been by
by 18, which was doubtless in time past, joined to Asia. But

what Toute and by what means is wrapped in mystery.

come;n‘e earliest record of geographis:al discovery that we have
Many frﬁ{n Herodotus. Muc!x reliance cannot be placed on
Coldper Dis statements. From him we get the idea of the extreme

%8 and darkness of the North, and of the intense heat of the
alsg o> 2 false idea but, being natural, it served its purpose. He

ik 1 oves us many ideas, at once interesting and misleading, of the

lllhabitélnts of the world.

Cove rilets Was not until the time of Alexander the Great that dis-
Rrea ; along this line were undertaken in earnest. He took a
ntel'est_m this branch of learning, and went about its study
thips Stematic way. He sent out explorers, for the most part in
and 4. order that he might gain some knowledge of the shape
'Mensions of the earth, and to find out the forms of life (f
beganw ch existed elsewhere. At this time the Phoenicians also
ImOWH to extend and they enlarged the boundaries of the then
Bfitish World. They found the islands which are now called the

Asles, and all those surrounding them. Some believe that
speaHC'TCMnaviggted Africa, but this is doubtful. Broadly
Wipope” the ancients knew well only the Mediterranean and its
Rreap - e Phoenicians, like all other early races, were at a
$advantage in exploring as they had no effective instru-
guide them. As the compass had not been invented, they

E‘ehts to
a . . . .
et their bearings by simple observations of the sun.
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w{elle};hen we come to the middle ages, we come to men who tra-
W ar and wide. Among the most famous travellers of this
as a Phoenician Marco Polo. He has given us an account
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