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the guilds wvhich existed by virtue of charter.-s from the Crovii, granted i
return for services or for valuable consideration to the :,overeign 0or to the
State, were generally monopolies in trade or commer-ce, and hiad no doubt
a tendency to abuse the priviieges whichi had been conceded to themn. For
exampk., the guilds or burghs in Scotland and Engyland hac! stringrent by-
laxvs to the effect that no one who xvas not free of the boroughi or guild should
be ailoved to keep a shop for the sale of merchandise, or work at certain
trades xithin the borough. -Those exclusive privileges %verc finaiiy ivith-
draxvn and abolishied ini Great Britain as being contrary to public pol1icy iii
the tenth year of the reign of H-er Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria.

The objection to, the Medicai Act can scarcely arise or be due to a dis-
belief in the efficacy of medicine or in the advantages of medical or surgical
science, for such a disbelief bas neyer been found to exist amiong mnankind iii
any country or at any period of the %vorld's history. The objection xvoulc.
appear rather to arise partiy from the jealousy xvhichi naturaliy exists of
corporate bodies or individuals enjoying at the expense of the community
special privileges of a valuable kcind, or priviieges to which they are îiot
entitied, or for which they do not give sufficiently valuable ser-vices or con-
sideration in return. And probably the greatest objection urged against the
Medical Act is to, its restrictive and penal features, the power of preventing
the practice of any of the branches of medical or surgical science or of ob-
stetrics for hire, gain or hope of reward, by ail who are not speciaily author-
ized by the Coilege of Physicians and Surgeons.

That the Act exciudes the most accomplished physicians and surgeons
of other countries from engaging in practice and deprives citizens of their
zights and priviieges to receive treatment and medicine from those who
would be the physicians of their choice, and therefore trenches upon their
Uiberty as British subjects.

That the Act permits a tendency towards monopoly by exciuding a large
elass of weiI qualified persons, and by exactingI exorbitant fees frorn candi-
la.tes presentiýng themselves for examination it gives power to restrict the
supply of the service and thereby lessens competition and increases the
charges xvhichi the public have to pay.,

The question to be met by the defenders of the Act is therefore as to
xhether it is in its entirety, with the featureýs to which exception is taken, anl
Act in the interest of the public generally, the repeai or material alteration of
which xvouid be a public injury-materiaiiy and moraily. If the question
can be answered ini the affirmative, the defence should not be difficult; if in
the negative it would be hc2,eless. And the Act shouid either be amnended
or eliminated from the statute book.
. Very fev sane persons xviii contend that medical science, medical know-
kdge and surgical skiii have not been of immense benefit to the human race;
al], 1 think, xviii admit that the better acquaintance ivith sanitary laxvs and
of the causes which produce or favor the deveiopment and propagation of
disease, combined with a knoxviedge of the best and most effectuai means of
preventing and curing diseases, bas added mucli to the sum total of human
izorriort, bas saved millions of lives, bas lessened the death-rate and lengthened
the average d'iýration of human life in ahi civiiized countries. Even the few
persons who obstiï;ately oppose compulsory vaccination must admit that the
application of Jenner's discovery bas materiaily lessenied the ravages of a
ltoathsomne and fatal disease, and at this moment the grand discovery of
P~asteur, of xvhat xvouid appear to be à beneficent iaw of nature> is being
applied in India as an antidote to the fearful bubonic plague raging in that
iamine-stricken country.
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