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SECRET.

Translated from the French.

THE

CHAPTER L.—~THE THREF FRIENDS,

"Charles Dars, Rudolphe Deliaunnoy, and Al-
fred Servaws had, from therr early childuoad,
been su devotedly attached to each other that
their fnend~tnp bad becuwe a proverb i the city
ot F., wuich was their native place. "The three
young meu were inseparably uuited, and no petty
feelng of yealousy arose to dimmish the ardor of
their attachment. Each seemed o live but for
one object, and that object was the happiness ol
the otber two. Lu short, it was a friendship al-
most without a parailel, even among the most 1l-
lustrious examples of asuiquiy,

The young wen occupied different positions in
society, bul this crcumstauce, fur from dimwnish-
ing, seemed but o heighten their aflection for
each other. Chailes Dars bad tees left an or-
phun ata very early sge. Possessed of a large
fortane, be employed bLis weaus alike in solaciug
the mwseries ot bis poorer lellow-creatures, and
in minsiening 1o his own tastes which were ex-
peastve aud lusurious ; b+ was fond of pleasure,
and scarcely formed a wish, ull he sought to gra-
tfy it.

Rudolphe Delaunncy, whose father had been
a merchant, was also destined 1o a commercial
life and vow ocecupied the position of ehiel clerk
m one of the wost influeanzl busmnexs bouses 1a
the city. Rudoiphe was also one of pleasure’s
votaries and was always wilhng to assist Coarles
in forming plans fur their employwent,

Altred Servais, though young, was already a
distinguished mewber of the barin is pative
city. Possesswig brilliant talenty, avd a decided
taste for study, he sowetimes dechned accompa-
pying Cuarles and Rudulpbe to the places of
amusement so aften frequented by themn.

Widely dufferent in claracter were (he three
youug mes, bul that very dilference strengthened
the ties which umted the bearts ¢f Cbarles, Ru-
dolphe and Altred. Avd yet sométhing was
wanting to perfect this attachnent Suwe one
was wanting to Ikis trio, apparenily so firmiy
goted,  That something was Fann; that some
One was God.  In the* hinitation of Chinst’ do
we not fiod the following beautifully expressed
genlence i—

¢ Upon God alone should our affections be
placed ; all frieadstup, of wuich He 15 not the
foundanon, will be neliter pure vor lastmng.’

Alas! the three friends thought but seldom of
that all-wise aud loving Creator, to whose good-
ness they were mdebted Hr their pleasures, ther
friendslip, wod eve: tbeir very existence, Moro-
ing dawned, und the deep blue vault of heavea
was Unged will rosy hght, but o the hearts ol
Alfred, Cbarles and Ru'tolplie, uo sentueul of
Jove was awakened towards God, who had grard-
ed them durng the dangers of the mght Twi-
light threw her ity vell over bill aud dole ;—
the * queen of migh’ arose in cali and seiene
loveliuess, whnle millions o bralliaut stars {ollowed

"in her train, as she bathed tbe silent earth o
floods of silvery light, but the sight of so much
beauty faled to elcvate the hearts of our young
frieads, '

¢ From Nature
Up to Nature's God—'

up to Him who alone can preserve ear}blr friend-
shps from *the moth and 1he rust,” and who
aloue can prevent their yielding lo the wfluence
of time, of passiun, or of interesl.

Fur several days, Chailes, Rudolphe, and
Alfred bac been separated. Lt was the first
time for many years, and they were quite safl,-—
Allred yielding to the eotreaties of an aged re-
lation, was spendiig some weeks witly inm at ks
country seat. Durng the absence of Alfred,
Chiarles and Rudolple generally pussed their
evenings al a certain cafe, which was much fre-_
quented by the gay and pleasure-loving youth of
“the city. There the Lwo friends often remained
till night was far advunced, -relamed by the
‘pbsorbing interest ol their favorite game —chess:
botli loved the pacific evolutions of the minie
battalions, and both were wot a htile proud of
their skill. tn playing that difficult gawe.

CHAPTER IL—THE DISPUTR. _

"It was a suliry evening n August; the day
had been excessively warm, aud though 11 was
now some hours alter suupet, 1he lieat had scarce-
Iy dimivished. A warm south wind, which per-
Baps kad fauned. the buring suminis of Allas,
“bore ou ils breezes a sickemng sensation of hl::'i(,
tortisring ul ke to bram aud perves, causing le-
verish agitatian, an oppressive langor to ull who
“inhaled the evening aunosphere.

" Churles and Rudolphie were seated at a table,
fu the garden of the cafe § the chess hoa.rd was
upron tue tuble, but they bud censed playing, pud
~were tulking of a recént event which hod cuused
great exciigment n the pelitical world, - Wae-
ther it was that they yielded to the enervating
fifliesice  of 1he .wealher, or whether they bad

become Lo wuch excited w their political dis- |

¢

MON

cussion, the bystanders imagined that something
bad occurred 10 disturd the harmony for wiich
the conversations of three [riends bad always
been cifed as an example, )

¢ Come,” said Charles, at length, in an abrupt
tone, * [ am tired of tius discussion ; let us con-
tiue our play.’

Rudoljhe assented, and slowly moveda pawn ;
Charles moved 10 bis 1urn j they played with the
greatest attenticn for awhile, but alter several
moves, Charles permitted his attention ta wan-
der for a mameun, aod Rudolphe profiting by a
careless move ol uis adversary, clieckimated uim.

* You took advantage of my nepligence,’ ex-
clanned Charles, with imngled surprise and im-
patience, ¢ that was not very generous.

¢ I waroed you that your queen was in dan-
ger, answered lus toeud, P but you played wilh
accustoined unprudence.’

¢ And you, Rudo!phe, have won the game by
your accustued. .. ... ..” began ‘Charles and
theu remaned silent.

¢ What do you mean, Chailes?’

¢ Nuthing.?

¢ Will you not explain yoursell '

¢ No,” sa1d Charles.

¢I dewwnd an explynation,” caid Rudolphe,
warmly.

¢ O1if youdemand, you shall have satisfac-
lion as soon as you |lense)

These words, utteres in a loud tooe of voice,
altracted the attention ui several persons, who
awailed with anxiety the result of the dispute.—
The Lwo youny men maur'-sted a great deal of
irritation, Rudolple, «~p» cially, seemed unable
Lo restrain his auger. 1}.. rose from the table,
and walked with rapid ;. ce up avd dawn the
avenue, whil+ every one v marked his pale coun-
tenance and agitated mavuer,  Charles, with a
sullen and indifferent air, ~moked a cigar; wheu
he bad fimshed be rose and sauntered slowly
away. Assoon as Rudolphe perceiced lns de-
parture, he precipitately followed bun, wiile the
bystaniers remariked to each other, .

¢ What a miracle ! tho-e two have quarrell-d.
They will have an explauation and noue of the
quietest either.’

Night bad wrapped the city in ber sombre
mautie, and a solemnn sileuce rergned  throughout
the deserfed sireefs. At mlervais Lhe siiliness
was disturbed by the low rumblmyg of distan:
thunder, which gave tokeu of an approaching
starin, while from time t time vivid {1shes of
lightng tHumiued the smge neirable dorkuess,—
Soun a viokent storm broke v all its lury over
the cily.  ‘Turoughout the wmght were heard
loud peuls of thunder, mingled with the clatler
wg noise of the falling bl aud the torrents of
rain which indulated 1he strects and over [l wed
rivers.  Moruing dawned, bright and beautilul,
as 1of nature wished to make mmends for the
{urious tenspest, whieh had awakeurd and terre-
fied the slumbering inhabitants.  Tue peasants,
on their way to the maket place, were sud
denly arrested, and ahnost petnfi-d with horror
ou perceiving the body of a man {ying, with nn
appearance of life, upou Ue suiewslk. His
tace was turned towards the eartls, oue anm was
rgidly extended, and the band Grwdy clenched.
They kn-w not 1f he were famting or dead, and
uone of the ternfied group dared 1uuch the body,
tll the arrival of the justice of the peace, for
whom they lad immediately seut. By order of
the uiicer, they lifted the body ; it was cold and
rigid—the eyes were fixed and glassy.

Thie unfortunate man nad, to all appearance,
been dead for sowne ours, Upon ks forehead
any the back part of hii heud, were the marks
of a.terrible wound, wiicied, without doubr, by
the band of an assassin; the baw and clothes
of the uubappy victim were saturated with bus
bload,

« It is Mr. Charles Dars !’ excliined the jus.
tice, lis vowce trembling with emution. ¢ Oulor
tunate youny man ; why can have committed this
cruel deed ¥ .

¢ e was known to be wealthy, and was per-
haps murdered by thieves, sad « voice from the
crowd. . U

¢ No, rephed the justice, © here are his wateh
and cham, and s purse, the contewts of wineh
are untouched : s death appears 1o have beew
the work of u moment.  Mos probatly he was
knocked down, aml, upable to defend limself,
brutally murdered.’

was commitied,? said ave of the pohce officers,
stooping Lo ek up a beautiful little cane, which
way lying at lus feels

It was oue of that kind gemerally known as
¢ sword canes.! Eagerly sazag 1ty the justice
exclaimed -

¢ It is the cane of the poer young-man ; here
are i tnitials wpun the handte, and some o_f 1B
brown hair 13 attuctied to the clasing of the

crowd of spectators, and ware than oune strong

May was moved Lo tewis a3 be guxed wpow Lbe
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¢ And here s the weapon with which the deed.

handle. Ife as bren assassimaled with bis own.
wespon,” _ a : .
A wmournful silence reigned throughout the

unfortunate Charles, who had been well known
and much loved for his many excellent qualities,
Ao inmense crowd, which wcreased every mio-
weat, followed the bastuly constructed luter,
upon which were pluced the disfigured remains of
Charles Durs—and nuny were the conjectures
formed as to the cause of this r.ost mysterious
murder.  They bore the corpse to the dwelisg
of the youny tnan, which ne had left on the pre

ceding evenmng lull ol hfe and enjoyuent —litile
dreamming, peor Charles! that deatn and tresson
were lucking migh, and thut ere another momeut
he would Ge their uahappy victun,

CHAPTER ILI.—THE JUDICIAL INQUIRY.,

The most active measures were immediately
taken by the court ol justice to discover the
author of the critne which had cansed so much
excilemeat in the city of . Toe distriet star-
ney inquired into the habits of the [ate Mr.
Durs, and endeavored to obtain information on
the most trilling particulars, Charles had been
of a lively, perhaps even irivolous dispesition, but
of regular habits, while his gentle and yielding
character precluded the wWea o1 bis having been
wurdered Ly an euemy.  His purse, as well as
tus tie, bad always been at the service of others,
and all were unanimaous i praise of ws excellent
fieart.  As far then as the short-sighted wisdom
of man could decide, it was neither hatred or
vengeance which hal inspired the beart, and
gutded the hand of the assassm.

Sull farther wust the search proceed. Those
persons who bad bena with Charles, during the
last evenmyg of lus life, were assembled as wit-
pesses, snd gave therr testunony as follows :—

That Mr. Dars bad entered the cafe with
ns (riead, Me. Dellainnoy, and that after the
game of chiess in which Rudolphe biad been vic-
torious, the young men had exchanged some
biter words ; tnat they suddealy separated in
apparent irritation ; that Rudolphe had become
quite agituted and even angry. That Clharles
tett the cale without even glaucing at Rudalple,
who precipitalely followed tum,

‘I'ie mnstress of tre house in whieh Br, Dars
was a lodger, was swninoned, and Lhus gase Ler
evidence 3—

Upon the evening of the 8th of Augast she
retired Lo rest at an early bour, and was waken-
ed ot eleven o'clock by the opening of the fron
door. Sue heard her boarder eater the hall; ac
companied by auother person; she disimetly
teard Mr. Dars say, ¢ Come up stares, my friend.’
Stie then beard the sound of two voices proceed-
mg (rom Me. Dars’ room: 1 appeared (a her
Lhat they were disputing 3 sue did net recogmse
e secoud voice. Lo a short tune somx one left
the bouse ; which of the dispurants it way Ma
dame Jeavnot cvuld pot say.  Then the frout
dour was opened aud shit violently, and she pre-
suith d that ¥Mr, Dars lad Lastened oul v pur-
-urt of the peraon who bad just lelc.

From that moment the fate of Charles Dars
was enveloped o myslery, but fromn the appear-
ance of the body 1t was cunjectured that the
murder bad been commtted at the instant ol
Charles® departure {rum the bouse.

But who way the murderer ?

Rudolphe was brought befure the tribunal of
Justice.  Lhis paliid consequeace bore traces of
the inost bieartfelt sorruw, wiile the incoberency
of s replies gave evidence of s witernal au-
gunt. Do bewng inerrogated as to  the eveots
of the preceding evening, be conlirmed the tes-
tunouy ol the brst witnes-es. ke ackvowledged
wids tears Whdt e had bad for the frst time 2
discussion with Charles, which bad been produc-.
tive ol some Dilter fecdngs,

+ Qur utbier friend,’ sud be, © was absent, We
were generally three togetber, and  Alired Ser-
vais, woo 15 Wisduin and gooduess iiell, always
wawlaiued good feelng awnug s, Charlss and
L were more vivacions, but the wise counsels and
good example of Alfred preveuted us {rom doing
any g wrong.’

* tuw do you account for your words to Mr.
Durs, that you demanded satisfaction 7 asked the
luWW} tlra

¢ L spuke hastily,” replied Rudolpe. ¢I was
stung to the quick by some words tuat Charles
aldressed 10 we,’ ’

* You dud not speak to Mr. Dars during the
remanier ol the evenng.?

¢ Alas I” repiied Rudotphe, in a voice stifl -4 by
sobs, ¢l was it the wroug to barbor malice
agawst un, I kaow it only too well. My por
Cuerles! vever can [ receive the sweet assur-
auce of your largiveness !’

+ You ackuuwledge, then,’ said the lawyer, 10
a tose tult of suspieioa, ¢ that your conducl Was
such as to merit forgiveness {'

+ Ceitamly,’ rephied Rudulphe, ¢ the least of-
feuce Lecones a criide, when the death of a be-
luved triend kas rendered it ireeparable)

Tue tawyer sunled mcredutou-ly,

¢ Perbaps,’ sa d be to Rudolpne, ¢ you will be
found gwhy of a grealer crune than that ol
winch yuu accuse yourselfe Letus return o
e evenng of tue eiguil of August,” Yau fal-
fowed Mr. Dars out of the gardes of the cafe?’

FRIDAY, JULY -22,

1864.

JSU———————

No. 50.

¢ Yes)

¢ What was your infention in so doing

¢ To be reconcited swith my frieud, said Ru-
dnlphe—to embrace hun before reliring.’

¢ Did you do so ?* was the next question of the
lawyer.

¢ No, replied Rudolphe, ¢TI failed to meet
him. .

¢ What road did you follow P

¢ The one leadiug to the house where Charles
boarded.’

“And yet you did not taeet Mr, Dars; that
ts scarcely credible.’

¢ Nevertheless,” sad Rudoiphe, ¢it is true. I
affirm 1t ujion any honor.’

*Ddyougoto Mr. Dars’ house ?

¢ No.

¢ Why not 2

¢ Because, bemg very much agitated, [ en-
deavored o quict wy perves by o walk in the
open air.’

¢ It is useless to conceal from you,” said the
lawyer, ¢ thul your canduct on that evening ap-
nears Lo me extrewely suspiciaus ; when you re-
turned home, your clothes were damp aod soiled
with nud.

¢ I was exposed to that heavy shower of ram,’
said Rudolphe. ¢ 1 bad walked a long distance,
1o the outskirts of the ety

¢ And those spots of bluod which stained your
shirt sleeves P

¢ They were caused by ascratch which T re-
ceived on my hand, while gowg through the
¢ deep forest.

¢ What ! you were there during thut frightful
storm P

¢ I wished to forget my trouble; the storm was
of litile unportauce to we ; indeed, 1t was scarce-
ly heeded.

¢ Say rather,” said the lawyer, as if anxious to
draw the exawnination 1o a close, * that you had
committed a crime, and that you sought, amd
the confusion of the elewnents, to silence the ac-
cusings of a guilly conscience,

*I commit a crime!’ sad Rudolphe, upon
whown the truth appeared only pow to flash, ¢1
—good beavens! can you enterlain such a sus-
picion P

¢ A suspicion, which has become such a cer-
tainty that fiom this moment you are arrested for
the murder of Charles I)ars.?

At these terrible words, Rudolphe trembled,
the bloed forsank lis countensnee 3 he lamled.
Wien the uubappy young man recovered lus
animation lie was alone, in a hitle cell; the ouly
furmture ol which cansisted of an won bed-
stend, a fable and a chawr. The ouly window
was near the ceiling, and secured by bars ol
iron.  'T'he doov was firmly bolted, and n iis
centre was a small window. also closely barred
with iron; through this window, or more pro-
perly. aperture, Rudolphe could see the senl-
tel, who walked with measured pace, up and
down the vast corrdor. The agonizing truth
forced itselt upon bnu s he was o prison, aban-
doned —exeera ed by all as the murdecer of bis
beloved friend.

A secood examination took place in the after-
noov, and towards evenng the aceused was con
fronted with the corpse of the victum,  Ween
Rudolphe found hunsell in the apartmeat of s
triend—that apartment so well kuown and so eu-
deared by the recoliections of the bappy hows
«pent within its walls, his agi"ation Was exces-
sive, bul when he leld tae companion of tns 1n-
fancy lying motionless upon the funeral couch,
when he regarded those lLpr  which never
anre would address hun by the sweet name ol
riend—when le gazed on those eyes, furever
closed to the bright and beautiful things of earth
—when he contemalated 1bose beloved features
deprived alike of the animated expressions ol
lite, and the majestic repose of death—when e
terrible mandate of justice brosght bim io con-
teet with tlose disligured remuins, Rudalpbe
could answer nothmyg lo the riterrogatories
which were put to hun.  He tirew bimself upou
the feet of the corpse, embraced them again and
again, and cried with conrulsive sobs—

¢ Ok, Charles, ok, my friend, awaken, and tell
me once more thit you fure me—tel e that
you forgive me. ELul it not been for our un-
happy despute, this would never have bappened.
You must Jive, you must speak 1o me that I may
die n peace.  Clarles, Churles U

Nothng more could be obtained from Ru-
dolphe, aud be was conducted, almost dying, to
prison. .

The city of P-—~— was tn_mourning oo the
day of the funeral of Churles Dars. Mauy wopt,
as they tiought of the young man, so cruelly cut
dowy io the moruing of lis days. Charles bad
one of these bright and bappy fuces, which one
loves 10 see about them, aud fus fuce was a fiL-
ting index to his beart.  But what addred 10 the
graeral sorrow was ihe tinught that this triple
fiien wkip, which every one had ctled 28 au ex-
ample to the youth of the city, was rudely se-
vered by (e reteitless bands of deathand erune,
Where now wese the three. young [niends 7—

One

Jicely wntlinking Rudolphe of tormer days.

lay assasunuted, in his coliu—another, a
criminal refained by justice under the bolis of a
prison,  Oue a victun, the other a murderer,
while the third fallowed the remaws of s friend:
lo their parrow home.  Adl eyes were directed:
towards Aifred Servais ; he followed the coffin:
m company with the nearest relations of the de<
ceased. The corpse which-lny in that cofin was-
not paler than he; blinded by bis  tears, treme
bling, almost fainung, he socepted the suppurting
arm of & priest who was at his ssde, while be ap-
peared to be utterly unconscious of what he was-
doing. During the recitation of the ¢ office of:
the dead,” the grief of Alfred bucame pecfectly
uncontrollable ; bis tears and sobs wmingled with
the voices of the priests, and-at limes wmierrupt--
ing them ; he was koeelng, lns fuce concealed’
in his bauds; a convulsive shudder at times
agitated Jus body. The sight of 1he open grave
appeared 10 augment lis anguish, wud he wraed
away his head, that e might not see the caffis as-
it was lowered imo its final restiog plase. Waen
the first shovel full of earth fell witli a holiow
sound upea the coffin lid, Alfied ins metively re-
colfed with a movement of horror, while he re-
peated the name of * Charles,”  Ttns profound.
sorrow anspired  the spectators with pity 5 the
victim was almost forgatten for the friend whe
wourned m so bilterly. They led Aifred from
tie cemeiery ; every one united m weeping fol
him and Charles, and 10 execrating 1be aofortu.
nate Rudolphe. . :

Some days later Alfred received the following:
note—~ ’ :

¢ I wish to employ you as my lawyer—you,
who know me so well —know that 1 ain incapa~
ble of committing the crime, for which Llanguwh:
i a gloomy prison cell.  Come, ihen, my triend.
Leor we 5 defend wme ; you can beliere that after
the ordeal through which [ have passed, my hfe.
is of hutle value to me ; but I value my honory
and m your havds 1 place it.
RupourHe.’

CHAPTER IV.-—~THE TRIAL.

The rapd {l ght of tine brought sround too:
quickly, the day appointed for the trial of Rn-
dolpbie.  The announcement of the trial attracted
1 large number ol persons 1o P——, and the
spactous fisll of justice was found alinost too’
small to contain the iinmense crowd which filled:
its hinsts. A shudder ran throngh e assem-
bled muttitude when Rudolphe appeared 1 the
eourl roomn aud look iny seal upon the criminols
pench. e sat there, apparently neither seek-
my to avoid nor to atfract the goze of 1he curi-
ous 3 bueied in bis thougls and. overwhelined
with grief, no one could recogmse in buan the
In
s place appeared a wan, pale aud bent with
whitening hairy aud upon whom the last few days
bad wergled us 80 many years.

¢ He soflers from remorse,” said a person in the.
audicuce.

¢ And not wrthout cause,” said another. ¢ To
kill bus best fmesd, and that [riem so good,
s0 wild ! O, the wretch ; T caunot even paty him.?

A this momeut the movement and wuispering
of the crowd announced an arrwval of sowe im. |
portance ; aud 1n a few moments Allried Ser-
vias made his appearance in he hall.  DBefrre
tuleing his place, be weot 1o Rudolphe, and alter
exclianging 4 few words with the accused, be
jressed s hand with expressive sympathy. The
tuce of the young .awyer was moce apmnated
than usual 3 his eyes were brithant wilh & fevers,
o fusire be could svarcely restram bis nnpatis,
ence to see the toud begua, thal be might  wrest,
irom the unrelenting band of Justice tie hfe of;
s unfortunate fiend, At length the npportant
moment arnved.  Alter some preluni waties had
veen disposed of, the Recorder read the charge,
acanst Budolphe, aud 1though it was slready well

J known, It wes listened to with the most prefund

attention,  The examination was begun, and the
wilnesses did nol wover in the Jeast from theie
previous tesiunony :—the quarrel at (he cafe—
the augry words—the nocturaal absence of Ru--
dolphe—1he couversalion which had been held

between Charles awd Lhe  person addressed by
mm as ‘uny friend®—3all was related without
nesitation and witbnut concealheni.  Rudolphe
persisted W declariug Ine mnocence with ve-

bemence, while his tears attested the violeace of
ms emotion. e arknowledged hat the wit-
nesses spoke the truth—exce, t Madusme Jean-
not—of whose testunony be kuew woiling whats
ever. ‘Pbe district attoruey, 10 an elogquent and.
brilliant speech, collected and dwele upan-the,
evidence just fistened to. ¢ What adds to the.
peculiar malgnity of (bis erue,’ said he, ¢ is the,
tact that 1L was preceded by a lrieudstip s0 lowg,
i duration — »0 tender w sffcetion.’ These
words fuuud an echo in every hearl—aud. many:
were the luoks, botl reprouchful and coutempius,
vus, which were darted at. Rudolpbe, . whose
spiriLappesred-Lo; be crusbed 5 whose hearl,aps
pesred (o be brokeu, - Puen succeeded . death

hke silence as Altied Servais ruse irou s sedlts”
Lo the borror wiich (ke crune ot Rudolplie;bid

mnspired, succeeded a movewent of - pywpatty At




