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The Pope Oannot Be Subject to
. Temporal Princes. '

BY JUDGE EDMUND F. DUNNE.

The following is addressed to the Oath-
olics of the United States:

Ever since the Vicar of Christ was
appointed to govern the Church of God,
the utter impossibility of his becoming
the personal subject of any earthly
prince or power has been sufficiently
evident.

In the words of our own Brownson:

“The Pope never was the subject of
any temporal prince, and never can bo.
He represents Him who is King of kings
and Lord of lords, He is above all earth-
ly monarchs by the law of Christ. . . .
The status of Prince belongs to him by
right of his office as Vicar of Christ, for
by that office he ia declared independent
and clothed with plenary authority to
govern all men and uations in all taings
relating to salvation.” (Collected Works,
vol. xii,, p. 456 )

He may be & prisoner, he canuot be &
subjeot, More than a hundred times his
independence Las beea temporarily sup-
pressed, only to re appear sgain with a
more emphatio recognition of the neces-
sity of its continned existence. This
miraculously continued re-appesrauce
would of itself reasonably show that
Papal Independence is & part of the
Divine order of things, and that there
oan never be any permanent peace for
the world while this Divine order is dis-
turbed. But we are not left to reason
alone to know thig: Spesking of it in
his allocution of May 24, 1884, Leo XIII
declared :

* This principality has a sacred char-
acter which is peculiar to it and shared
with no other state, because upon iv de-
pends the security and stability of the
Apostolic See in the exercise of its sub-
lime and important functiona.”

NOT A I'ERSONAL RIGHT.

This right of the Head of the Church
to be politically independent is not a
mere personal right of the particular
Pontiff claiming it ; it is a right of the
Ugiversal Church and of each individual
member of it, in whatever country it
may happen to be. This principle was
recognized even by Prince Bismarck in
hiz address to the Prussian Chamber of
Doputies, April 22, 1887, in these words .

** A8 representative of .ne overnmeny
I must place myself at an independent
point of view and I must recognize that
the Papacy is not an Italian institution,
but & uatversal one; and, because it is
universal, it is aleo for German Catholica
a German institution.”

Apnd because it is universal it is for
Catholics of all nations one of their own
institutions. 8o, also, every question
inseparably connected with it is & ques-
tion in which they are directly interest-
ed and upon which they must take such
action as their duty requires. When the
Head of the Church declares to them
that he finds the continuance of this
divinely established independence abso-
lutely necessary for the proper discharge
of his functions as ruler of the Churoch,
they are not justified in entertaining a
different opinion ; they are bound to de-
fer to his superior judgment and teach-
ing authority, When he calls upon
them to labor in a perfeotly legitimate

. manner for the restoration of that inde-
pendence, they are not justificd in disre
garding his requests. That this inde-
pendence is necessary waa declared by
Pius IX. in his encyoclical of June 18,

- 1859, in these words : -

We openly affirm that the civil prin-
cipality is neceseary to the Holy See in
order that it may exert, withont any
obstacle, its sacred power for the good of
religion,

It was also announced in the ' Declar-
atio Episcoporum;” June 8, 1862, in these
words: '

We recognize that the temporal sover-
eignty of the Holy See is necessary, and
that it has been established by the mani-
fest design of Divine Providence ; we do

not hesitate to declare that in the pre-

sent state of human affairs that tem-
poral sovereignty is sbeolutely essential
to the welfare of the Church and the
free diraction of souls. - - _
_Leo XIIL has been no less positive in
big. declarations and no less urgent in

- -his requests. In his letter to- Cardinal

 FPICOEPENDENCE,

.consider the matter,

‘Bampolla on the - subject, June 15,

1887, after showinﬁ that he was bound,
even by his oath of office, to inaist
upon the restoration of Papal Inde-
pendence, and declaring that he certainly
would not fail in his duty, he reminda us
of ours in these words : ) .

The whole Catholic world, very jealous
of the independence of its head, will
never rest until justice has been done to
his most righteous demands,

AN INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE.

The urgent and repeated demanas of
Leo XIIL at last aroused the Catholics
of the world to the necessity of eome
definite practical action,and a call was
issued for an International Conference to

A preliminary meeting wax held in
Bruasels in 1892, followed. by the confer-
ence of Liege, April 5 and 6, 1893, which
wae attended by distingunished repre-
sentatives of the Catholic peopie of the
principal nations of the world.

The Secr tary of the Conference was
Count Waldbot de Bassenheim, now re-
siding at St. Andre les Bruges, Belginm.
After due deliberation, the Conference
issned & manifesto, directed to the world
at large, asmerting the necessity of the
restoration of the Temporal Power, and
giving a number of reasons and argu-
ments therefore. The manifesto was
summarized in the following five prop-
ositions :

1. Justice and right demand the tem-
poral sovereigntyZof the Holy See.

2. That sovereignty ia indispensable to
the independence of the Holy See in the
government of the Church.

3. The temporal sovereignty of the
Pope is the safeguard of the liberty of
conscience for Catholics throughout the
whole world.

4. The authority of the Holy See,
strengthened by its independence and
continually better recognized and heeded
by the nations, will contribute in the
most efficacions manner to the mainten-
ance of peace, the reconciliation of
peoples and social classes, and the prog-
reas of civilization.’ ‘

5. The greatness and dignity of Italy
are not threatened, but would rather be
agsured by theindependence of the Holy
See, & “ divine inatitution to which it is
bound by special designs of God.’—
(Words of Leo XIIL)

It was then determined that some sys-
tematic effort be made to convince the
world of the justice of these deolarations
and the necessity of bringing them to
practical realization. It was determined
that Catholics in each country should
endsavor to enlighten themselves and
their fellow-oitizens on the subject, and
that to that end there be a mnational
coramittes in each country to copsider
the matter, and direct and assist such ac-
tion. It was understood that the first
work of the committee should be to
cause the preparation and distribution
of articles giving all needed information
oo the euhjoct. These articles will be
welcomed not only by Catholic journals
in this country, by the eecular press as
well, for Americans delight in reading a
good argument on either side of any
great question, and these atticles will be
from the very best pens of Catholic cal-
ture. We propose to convince the in.
telligence of the world, ‘ nolens volens,’
and to convert it, if it shall please God.

It was foreseen that these articles
night be interchanged between the dif-
ferent commnittees for transla'irm and
circulation in the different countries to
the preat advantage of all, whereupon
the secratary of the Conference consent
ed to supervise that work. C)rmmittees
were formed for the different nations re-
presented at the Conference. Thesecre-
tary was authorised to invite the concur-
rence of other nations and haa requested
me to agsist in organizing a committee
for this county.

THE PREGENT CALL, ‘

I, therefore, publish this call,” and
beg that all in sympathy with the mave-
ment, and who are willing to take an
sotive part in the work proposed (each
in such a way as may be in his or her
power) will communicate with me at as
early a date as possible, fully and freely
expressing their views in the matter, and
particularly as to the following points,
Whether the organization should be by
province, diocese and. parish, or by State,
county and precinct; - whether the Na-
tional Coromittee should be composed of
one member from each State with a
small executive commitiee at or near
some central place, or simply of & small
number without regard to representa-
tion, whether I should wait for .each
State to organize and elect its member

of the National Committee, or, ont of re-
commendations made in response to this
call, appoint at once members for such
States as respond ané let each ‘of such
membera organize his' own State, others
to follow, aleo, by what name the organ-
ization should be kmown, together with
any other suggestions they may deem
proper, s

If it be asked what effeot it is supposed
any work of ours can gowbly- bave on
the final result, it may be answered that
our efforts of themselves may have no
effect whatever on the final resnlt ; but,
if properly made, they cannot fail to have
a great effect upon ourselves. Duty prop-
erly performed is never without its fitting
reward. If, however, we consider the op-

position this movement haa already met | pass

with in otner conntries from its oppc-
nents there,‘we may conclude that they
at least regard it a8 not without import-
ance.

A WORK OF FAITH.

The Holy Father calls upon us to do
all in our power to aid in securing our
right—theright to have a free and proper
administration of our Church affairs.
We know that Divine Providence can do
all things ; but, in the language of Mgr.
Schroeder, “ We know, also, that Provi-
dence does not dispense us from doing
what in us lies to further its designs;
that it requires the co-operation of men
and that it permits the most cruel trials
to the Church, precisely in order to atimn-
late and fortify our zeal in the work of
faith.” (American Catholica and the
Roman Question, p. 87.)

It is & work of faith to labor for the
good of the Church. To work for God’s
Church is to work for God, We are in-
vited to show our zeal. Let us not be
afraid of consequent commotion or com-
ment. Remember the words of that
gallant and couragsous Catholio, St.
Ignatius: * He who fears the world will
never do great things for God, for noth-
ing worthy of God can happen but the
world will be in commotion.”

Peace is sweet, blessed peace! Let us
hope for it, pray for it, work for it; bub
let it be peace with liberty, ¢ peace with
honor 1"

I further suggest that all Catholio
papers approving of the movement and
desirous of ‘siding in it may very bene-

ficially do 8o by giving this notice 2 place

in their columns, together with such
editorial comments as they may deem
appropriate.

On March 2nd, the anniversary of the
birthday of the Holy Father, I will begin
collecting the suggeations and very scon
thereafter will report the conclusions ar-
rived at concerning them.

Please address all replies and com-
ments to Edmund F. Danner, Jackson-
ville, Fla.—Catholic Mirror.

CHURCH AND STATE,
LEO XIII. DOES NOT LOOK FOR THEIR UNION
IN AMERICA.,

Very Rev. Augustine F. Hewit, D.D,,
superior general of the Paulist Fathers,
in the coming number of the Catholic
World will answer certain critics of the
late encyelical of Pope Leo XIII, with
relation to the subject of church and
state. Father Hewit willsay, in part:

‘It is to the equity and liberty estah-
lished and sanctioned by our laws, which
are contravened by those who sesk to
deprive Catholica of their full enjoy-
ment, that the Pontiff ascribes in part
the prosperity of the Catholie church in
this republic : * Moreover (s fact which
it gives pleasure to acknowledge), thanks
are due to the equity of the laws which
obtain in America and to the custom of
the well-ordered republic. For the
church among you, unopposed by the
constitution and government of the
nation, fettered by no hostile legislation,
protected against violence by the com-
mon laws and the impartiality of the
tribnnals, is free to live and act without
hindrance.”:

* It is true that the Pope here enters
a caveat, lest the conclusion should be
drawn that our American status is the
best desirable status of the church, and
that the severancs of church and state is
universally lawful and expedient. We
surmise that this.caveat has been in-
serted, not as_ having a bearing 6n
Awnerica, but in view of some other
countries, to prevent would-be inno
vators on their order from applying the
‘commendation given' to the American

system in view of theparticular state of |

things in this republis o other nations

.where it ia diverse, ‘'The mediseval ideal:

of & Ohristian -nation and: of Qhristen.:

dom was that & sooiely of Catholics
should be a Catholio society. The people
of the United States are not a society of
Catholics, and, therefore, the nation can.
not and ought not. to be a Catholic sc-
ciety. Our status is the beet and the
only possible one for us, and we al,
bishops, priests and laity, will loyaliy
and faithfully concur with our fellow-
citizens in keeping church and state
separated a8 they now are. Loyalty (o
onr American constitution does not re-

nire us to affirm that it ia & mode) for

ussis, Germany and every otker nation
to copy. Neither does our fidelity to the
same constitution require us to condemn
the mediseval ideal, in respect to the
union between church and state, or to
judgment on the laws regulating
their mutual relations in Bpain or
Austria, .

** We do not cherish any absurd wish
that the United Btates or any single
state sbould establish the Catholic reli.
gion. There is none so insane as to con-
spire and plot to bring about the realiza-
tion of such an impossible scheme. It is
true that the Pope says that the church
wonld bring forth more abundant fruits
if, in addition to liberty, she enjoyed the
favor of the laws and the patronage of
the public authorities.>- Undoubtedly, if
the whole people were to hecome Catho-
lic, there wonld be a favor and a patron-
age extended to schools, agglums, char-
itable works, which would cause them to
flourish more abundantly. The divine
law in regard to marriage and divorce
would be incorporated into the law of
the land, and many moral and social
evils would be correocted by the enlight-
ened Csatholic conscience of the people
and their representatives. Such a state
of religious nnity and harmony we must,
of courae, regard as desirable; but it is
only ideal, and there is no practical util-
ity in speculations upon the happy
effects it might produce..

““We have no doubt that it would be

the greatest possible blessing to the na-
tion, even in a temporal and worldly
sense, if all or & majority of its citizens
were to embrace the Catholic religion
and live adcording to its precepts and
rales. It is our duty and our right to
strive for this end; but only by argu-
ment, persussion, example and moral
MEADS,
“‘We may, perhaps, give a sense to the
phrase, ‘the favor of the laws and patron-
age of public authority,” which is per-
fectly cousistent with the actual state of
separation between church "and state,
and the practical conduct of our national,
state and municipal authorities during
the past century.

“Qur pgreatest jurists have declared
that this is a Christian country. The
Sunday is recognized, and its observance
protected by law. Thanksgiving and
Fast day are proclaimed by authority.
Chaplains are appointed in Legialatures,
in the army and navy. Colleges, under
the control of ecclesiastics, and institu-
tiops of cbarity have been liberally
aided, and among these have been some
institutions under the direction of Catho-
lic authorities. There is nothing in this
policy which is un-American. It would
becontrary to the apirit and letter of our
laws to favor one denomination above
others. All should be treated impar-
tially, not only those which are Chris-
tian, but the Jewieh community as well.
It i8 not aid given to any form of re-
ligion, ss such, when patronage and
favor are extended to works done for the
general good of the community and the
service of the state, by schools, orpnan-
ages, foundling asylums, hospitals and
industrial inatitutes for training boys
and girls in useful ocoupations. It is
un-American for the atate to ally itself
with the sect of the secularists, to the
exolusion of all other sects, and to dis-
criminate against rgligions societies, as
co-workers in the cause of religion and
morality. This is not the legitimate
sgparation of state from church, but hos-
tility of state against church,
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