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obedience to God’s will; love, joy, peace, long-
suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
meekness, temperance. Confirmation is the
witness in the solemn assembly to the person
that he is the som, the redeemed son, of (rod,
and that His Spirit has been imparted to him.
The moment he truly resolved to wulk in the
way of God, to realize his sonship, the Spirit
entered the sanctuary of his life. The laying
on of hands is the pledge to this from Christ’s
Chief Shepherd. The gift of the Spirit and
confirmation may not be, often are not, simulta-
peous. Confirmation is twofold. The candi-
date solemnly, freely confirms the threcfold
promise before the ministry and congregation,
and Christ conflrms through his representative
the giff of the Holy Spirit. If the bodies
around us mean by conversion not an act but a
process, the surrendering of the will to God,
then confirmation will be the pledge of the
beginning of the process. .
Joun Gass.

THE BISHOP OF ARGYLE ON CHURCIH
GROWTH AND LIFE.

Tkore is danger in depending too much upon
numerical statistics. I always rejoice to hear
that large numbers of infants have been brought
to Christ in Baptism, that Church schools are
well attended, and that maultitudes come to
hear the Word of God preached. ButIamnot
always so happy about the Confirmation of
large numbers of new adherents. A few can-
didates whose attachment to the Church has
been proved, and who have had thorough prepar-
ation, are wmore to be desired than great num-
bers, casily gained, hastily admitted, and des-
tined most probably to fall away from the com-

munion of the Church, as lightly as they have
been allowed to enter it.

I think there are few who would deny, that
in past times, the Church has suffered gric-
vously through the ordination of so many un-

tried men to the sacred ministry. llistory and
experience combine to show what havoc has
been made of the flock by pastors who re-
ceived holy orders, and yet who have never
known the love of Christ in their hearts, or o
real devotion to Iis service. B tis there not
a somewhat similar danger with regard to the
laity? May not grave spiritual cvils arise
from a too easy admission of untried “converts”
(if such they may be called) 1o the sacred or-
dinances of Confirmation and Communion.

If we are to grow and inerease as a Church,
if we aro to make real progress, the work must
begin within—within our own hearts subjected
to the sanctifying influences -of the Holy
Spirit; and within our own communion, clean-
sed and guided by the same Divine Illuminator.
1 think if those who are without, could, as a
more general rule, take knowledge of us as
men who have been with Jesvs, the very per-
sons we should most wish to win would Do at-
iracted to us by our walk and conversation.
Bat till, through the presence and power of tie
Holy Ghost, we have made some progress
within, in the direction that I have indicated,
external progress will, I fear, cither not go at
all, or if it does, will probably be ncither to
the glory of God, por to the real advancement
of His kingdom upon earth. Let us therefere
think and speak less about thoroughness of be-
lief and spirituality of life.

CORRESPONDENCE.

{The name of Correspondent mustin all casesbe enclosed
with letter, bat will not be ‘publlshed unless desired. The
Editor will not hold himself responsible, however,forauy
opinions expressed by Correspondents.]

To the Editor of the CHURCH GUARDIAN :—

Sir,—Two communications appeared in your
issue of the 25th of May that I would ask a

short space to reply to. The first is “Wanted,
o Cuanadian Prayer Book.” The writer, the
Rev. W. J. Ancient, suggests certain additional
prayers; provision might be made for such,
provided they were accepted by the whole
Church of the Dominion, but the grand old book
it~elf must never he changed. But even such
prayers should have the sanction of tho United
Church of British North America. Ie also
sugeests that this subject be considered by our
Provincial  Synod, but if so it would not pie-
vent the possibility of “two or more uses” (as
the writer favors) as we have another Pro-
vincial Synod in  the Dominion besides
dioceses that are under no ecclosinstical juris-
diction but their own, and in fict our own Pro-
vincial Synod, as at present constituted, could
not insure a uniformity in such changes.

Article 8 of the constitution of the Amoriean
Church mukes provision for such proposed
addition, and shonld apply to our Church. *No
addition or alteration shall be made in the
Book of Common Prayer or othor Officea of the
Church, or the Articles of Religion, unless the
same shall iave been proposed in one Greneral
Convention, and by 2 resolve thercof made
known to the Convention of every diocese, and
adopted at the subsequent General Convention.”

L fully endorse the views of the writor when
he says, “Better first endeavor Lo bring about a
union of the Church throughout the whole Do-
minion” for until this is first effected wo are
certainly not in a position to insure 2 uniform
proceedure in such matlers,

The other letter from Nova Scotia, of 7.'s
on the successor of the late Right Rev. Bishop
Binney, the writer “laments the inexperience
and want of precedents to fall back upon.” If
he had the experience of somo other dioceses
in which two or three such elections have
been held, with all the party feeling, eanvass-
ing and caueasing for s party raan, and theun
perhaps atter all ending in a compromise, J
thinik that he would be inclined to say that in
the case of Nova Scotia ignorance was bliss,
rather than to have the wisdom on the subject
that other dioceses have. The olection of a
B3i: hop does not only affect the diocese, bt also
the House of Bishops, where wo want the high-
est quulitication to udd strength and dignity to
that House,

The troubles of Nova Scotia and all such eloe-
ticns would be greatly obviated if the nomina-
tions 1o fill such vacancies could emanate from
the House of Bishops, a8 experience has taught
them what qualifications are needed. 1t would
at least do away with the local party feelings
engendered by such elections, and we might
be the better able to full back upon the pre-
cedent set us at the first election at Jerusalem,
when Barnabas and Matthiay were nominated
and afier prayer for guidance, the lot fell upon
Matthias, and we, too, could under such cir-
cumstances, fairly ask divine guidance as to
whao should be elseted.

We sadly want a change in this reapect, but
with a United Chureh in the whole Dominion
and such a method of nominating our Bishops,
strength and dignity would be 2dded not only
10 the Church as a whole, but to the assembly
of the Chief Pastors of the Church.

Yours truly,
. CHURCHMAN,

London, Ont., June 4th, 1837,

REMARKABLE WORDS.

Sir,—In “Geikie’s” Life and Words of Christ,
Chap. Ixiv, 1 find these remarkable words.
They are pregnant of meaning for us of to-day.
He says “The religion of the letter has carried
out to the bilter end its conflict with the reli-
gion of the Spirit. Incapable of reform, iden-
tifying its dead rites with the eseence of truth,
it had "crucified the Teacher who had dared to
pay that they had served their day and lost
their worth. Ritualism had reached its natural
calmination in claiming to be the whole of re-

ligion and had slain the Truth itself when he
witnessed against 1t.,”  Tiet not the foolishness
of this generation re-enaet the erucifixion scene.
T am, siv, yours,
Pro Bono Purnico.

Sin,—~Will you permit me to toll your road-
ers that by speeind request of tho Bishop of
Algoma, the timo is extended for the gathering
in of tho offerings of the Churchwomon of tho
Dominion to the Clergy, Widows’ and Orphans’
Fund of Algoms, due notiee being promised
them of the date at which our grand total will
boe ready for the suming up?  So many ques-
tions as to the “when” and “where” reach me
that only by means of the invalnable Pross can
they bo fully answered. Sums intended for
this spocial fund shonld be specially mentioned
as to be placed to ils account whon they aro
sont 1hrough the hands of their Diocosan
Treasurcr. [ note that no less than §317.99
are acknowledged for Widows' and Orphans’
Fund of Alroma during the last week.

Now this is good news for Algoma and for
all its friends, but as suceess brings succoss by
the very enconragement born of it, the pro-
moters of the Jubilee Fund would be glad teo
know, i some contributors at least Jid not in-
tend to prove their loyalty {o their Queen as
wall ag their fove for Algoma by ro timing
theiv gifts, that thoy should arrive so very near
the date at which it was at first deemed, but
to close the subscription list, May | vonture
Lo call the atfention of every Diocesan Treas-
arer to this matter, thal they may rectify past
mistakes aud prevent any sueh in future.

The rexponse 1o the committee appointed at
Ottawa by the Women's Auxiliary was most
encouraging—$300.  Our own London gifts
are nearly up to $200, hut then we havo six
more collectors (o hear from. From Winnipeg,
by kinduness of Mr, Liegeo, comes $22, and see-
ing the great neceds of the Northwaest, this is a
kindly and graceful act of sympathy. Mont-
real has a good record to show, and did room
permit, I could tell you of many cther hopeful
signs of coming snecess Lo onr canse,

We all remember the rhyme of good, old
John Bunyun :

“ A man there wix, some called him mad,
Tho more he gave the more ho had.”

And better still, we have the assurance given
by ingpivation, “There is that scattoreth and
yel increaseth.”
Thanking you for once more granting me
space in your paper,
L remain very fuithfully vours,
S 1. A. BoomEer.
§ Diocexsin Theological Collego,
{ 896 Dorchester Street.
Sir,—In the reportof the Trinity Ordination,
Diveeso of Montreal, in your issue of the 8th,
the initialy B.A. aro inserted after the namos of
the Deacons, but omitted aftor the numes of the
Priests, The Rev. N. A. F. Bourne, Rev. D.
Sanders, Rev. N. Yates aro entitled to the ini-
tinls B.A. as much as IR B O'Sullivan and G,
Smith. They uare Alumni of the Diocesan Col-
lege and, therefore, 1 can speak with confidence
on the subject. Thus five of the seven men
who were ordnined from  this College, on
Trinity Sunday, possess the degree of B.A.
Correct this tor
Yours truly,
W, HeENDERSON,
7 Principal,
Montreal, June 8, 1887,
[ Wethank the Principal for calling attention
to the omission referred to.  We erred through
ignorance, not knowing that the three gentle-
men had graduated from any Unaniversity,
without which, as Alumni of the Theological
College, they would not have right to the
degree.—Eb».]




