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It was about this'geriod of the debate)! {liat’ thy, questian ap-,
pears'to have been' first startéd, as'to the hicompetency of the'
House to declare “an opition on ‘the- shbjact”ot the uuion
one ceitaiiily, 'that; otwitlistdnding . the “high,"estimation m"”
which [-hold the'talents, aiid principles of Mr. WilsoW sod otht «
ers who propased. 2d fivally, carwied, thidt regative duclatatios,
1°can pot but “consider’as*false 10 fact;"ard : absurd m ‘cousc:”
quence. Thut when“theyi%veré elected-the questiol’ was not
agitated, could-be uo 'réasun for decliviig to'dcélate their opin:
jon, for upon tife same principle’ every nen’ queéstion whatever
would require'to beé 1éferréid-to’a tresh Holise; thereby bringing
abont all the evils of anonal, 0¥ cven shorté,” parfiaments,—
While the House 10 iv'secsion, tiicy are bound to conswer, aud
determine, as tar as they can,"all Tiew questions that ocenn
which regaid 10 the common weal. .Had theybeen 1equned to
legislate on the occaston they would have been bound to du s0;
and still mote, when nothwig further was required than a pub-
-lic declaration of what theit seatynents were, »s the  connsellors,

the ailyisers, and.ihe Wwell wighers, béth,of the crown and of the

people. * Moccover, as thie spéakér justly, observed, “bring
called upon By His Magesty’s 1epesentative fo take this impos-
tant measitre into theit “serious consideration, they, were botnd
by their dty “to give ‘an’ opwiop upoy this gieal and,un-
polant question,” " But, maoy membets appeax (o ’)RV':‘,PSCU
swayed. 1 giving their consent 1o the” smlk-and water *termia-
tiou of tlie debate, by, the idea that,, in éxpréssing an’” opinion,
theé, House would be coinidered as expressing the opiojon of the
country, © This'i$ a mistaken notion ; the opinion of the Coun-
try, bas been, properly and_coustititionally expicssed fn anoth-
er way , and their opision would only be that if 3 body of men,
forming part of that country ; one indeed of great weight, and
, vesponsibility ; but whose opinien may be very different from
that of the bulk of the people. T'he imperial parhiament and

His Majesty’s goveroment had a right to Jook Tor it; _that they

might weigh it, aod compare it with ali the others laid before

them ; aod will be disappoioted not to have i, along with those
of the House of assembly and legislative council of the Lowér
provinéé, Mr. Nichol,” who boweyer, was ngaiost the reso

lutions, and wished the house to, decide upon the Qquestion, went
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the future; for altho’ there does nof exista shadow of appre-
hension that the British government would cver again counte-,
nance such proceediogs; yet, should the Scotch faction'ever ’
get into absolute sway 1n this countyy, so iuveterale are they
against the Freach language, laws, customs, and people, that
they would be glad ' to_recommend a similar state-policy with
respect to them, if they would not quietly submit to have their
native gold welted down and amalgamated with imported deoss.
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