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c&péeyed ; aud a counteraction oszsnleginmgte fugctions s ag
inplied, 1f vot an actual, attack upon thi¢ power (right} of tlie
people, to remonstrate to (with) their Tafers under (against) ’
grievances; to demand yedress for wrougs; or, o exert a pre-
rogative which appertaios to tl}em by right. ~ The press mﬁsg
ever be, ip opposition to despotism, a stronger defence than the
sword, because'its operation is continual, and uciform ; add ifs
very nature is inimical to oppression or slavery. It guards us
against the 1psidious attacks which are made upon our freedom ,
secretly and io the dark ; while the sword only defeads us when
they are openand avowed: it”arrests the “danger'in its burth,
while'the sword but cuts it off 1'its full grown existence,~—
"Phe press, 10 the hands of those who laok to,the fulfilment of .
their duty as their chief merit in its guidance, stays the growth
ol evils,which the sword but removes by destroying theiy igstru-
ments. * It' is to be'koped that in this country” there néver mll
exist a power by whech the press shall be debarred the exercise
of s proper functionis—the defence of the people from the en-
croachinents of those in (t0) whom their ipterests are entrusted,
This is vitally a part of our patural hberty; and if we peg-*
lect it in times whe 1ts necessity 1s not openly apparént,we shall
Yose, gradually,the habit of using it at all; and such is the fiail-,
ty of huma patire that we can not trust that-those who Teign
over‘us will pot take advaatage of such a state of things, to en-
tail upon us the perpetual obligation of keeping silence on sub.
jects of the most immeuse importance to the commumty ; and
then, the powers that be, can lord 1 unquestioned .and unre.
stramed ; then will uabridled licénse, “pluck’ Justice by the
nose” with impunity ; and then, what for ages pauiots bave suf.
fered to support, will die under the fangs of despotism.” .
| [To &e continued;] o
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The Free Press is published every Thursday in Mohtreal,
price 6 d.'per'No, or 5 s, 8 d. per quarter, or 22 5. per aoonm,
payable quarterly in advance. Subscribers who do not reside
in Montreal, will have to pay an additional ptice, adequate to
the expense of conveyance. ! - o

Orders for the Free Press to be addressed to No. 26 St,
Laurent-Street, Montresl. or No. 7, Palacé-Street, Quebec.

Communications addressed to the editor, L. L. MaccuLrony
way be left atthose places, orat the post-office, Montreal ;" or
forwarded (post paid) to the proprietor, Mr.* 5. 'H. Wilcocke,
Burhogtoo, Vermont. - * AN
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