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EXNHIBITIONS.

I'lits week there ts berug held a number
of eahibitions under the auspices of the
Jditterent agricultural socictics Among
them that at New \Westminster stands
turward very prominently, and between it
and that of Victoria, next week, there will
ue a gencious rivalry for excellence of pro-
Jucts and number of exhibits. On Satur-
Jday, the Cowichan Society hold theiran
uual displuy at Duncan’s, and shortly
thereafter the Saanich show should come
wivng.  The benefits which have been de
rived from these shown are abundantly

manifest in the improved stock,
products, implements and agricultu-
ral  surroundings that are to be

found on all hands. There can be no
question about it that it would be to the
seneral beneflt were there some kind of a
permanent display at some central point,
say Victoria, for instance, where the pro-
ducts of all parts of the Province might be
centred and where resident farmers could
be posted as to what is actually doip— in
their own line-

The Provincial Museuwn, at James Bay,
lats done good service, aud, were it en-
largca so as toinclude the articlesof which
we speak, or a separate establishment
were inaugurated for the object here
specially referred to, the advantages could
not fail to be immense. The fact of the
DuminionGovernment having inaugurated
an cxperimental farm at Agassiz is a
pledge that they are prepared to do their
duty in this respect and were our owan
people and the Provincial Government to
tike vigorous action, success would be
assured. In this connection, it might be
well to state that during his recent visit
to] this Province, Profcssor Saunders of
the Agricultural Department at Ottawa,
made arrangements with the director of
the Agassiz farm to visit as many of the
Rritish Columbia fairs as possible to se-
cure samples of grain products shown, as-
certain all particulars regarding them,
aund to pursue the same course next sea-
soun, in order that there might be a fair
representation of what the province is ca-
pable of and prevent all possibility of say-
g that there is anvthing exceptional in
ALy one year. It ishoped that the shows
of which we speak will materially con-
rribute to the collection. Thesc samples
will, it is said, be gathered in lots of 50
junds, and stored at Ottawa, and from
them sclections will be made to be for-
warded to the Royal Agricultural Show in
J.ngland and cxhibitions elsewhere
ahroad.

RAILWAY AND STEAMBOAT.

T'he deputation from the Board of Trade
«tich waited on the Messrs. Dunsmuir,
un Friday last, discussed with those gen.
ilemen, among other matters, improved
railway and steambosat connection with
t omox, and also more favorable rates of
treight. These natters were talked over
with a considerable amount of fullness
and frankness, the feeling after the dis-
«assion had becn coucluded, being thatthe
woverninent ought to subsidize the steam.
oAt service, the traflic now being done
being insufficient to make the route a
source of profit. We musat all be aware

that the objects ot such enterprises arve
not philanthropic,though indirectly they do
a considerable amount of work that may
fairly be classed in trat category. Toany
one it will be readily apparent how small
tsthesubsidy 81,600 per anpuin paid for the
carrisge of H., M. malils by railway and
steamboat, and it may have supriscd some
to have the hard figures laid before them
so wanclusively proving that the rates for
frelght and passengers compare in a
remarkably favorable aanner with those
of any line on the continent. Moreover,
the fact must not be lost sight of that the
E. & N. Railway is not a through line,
almost its entire business being transacted
between local points, whereas, it i{s the
through traflic upon which the great con-
tinental lines so much depend. For the
present it would appear that no improved
gservice can be expected unless more en.
couragemcat is offered by way of increased
trade or augmented subsidy, the latter of
of which it would be well for the Board of
Trade to advocate and jmpress upon the
authorities.

THE CANA i)IAN ROUTE.

In view of the importance which has
been attached to recent diplomatic commu.
nications and the personal relations of cer-
tain of the European sovereigns, together
with & British Naval display made some.
what ostentativ. sly in the vicinity of the
Dardanelles and Black Sea, theold Eastern
question which has perplexed so many
statesmen again looms up. When the
Franco-German war broke out, Russia
gave notice tkat she would not be bound
by the treaty which excluded her tlcetfrom
the Black Sea. This was conceded by the
powers, but the right to pass these war
ships through the Dardanelles was denied.
Russia has, however, with the connivance
and consent of Turkey, lately sent armed
war ships through thec straits and now
arises the question of what the powers are
goingto do'about it?

\When the Crimcan war was fought,
Great Britains highway to India was the
stake which she had. She has now the all
water route via the Sucz Canai whose
security Russia mnay jeopardisc unless her
advances be resisted. Russia has, how-
ever, been getting towards India asfast 2s
it has been possible to carry on railway
construction, so that some day it may hap-
pen that the issue between these two
pations meay have to be fourht out in India
itself. In view of this consideration, it is,
as we have previously said, well to remem-
ber the part that Canada may have to play
is not an unimportant one. As concerns
shortness of Gistance, the route from China
and Japan via the C. P. steamships, C. P,
Rallway and across the Atlantic Ocean is
twelve days shorter than that by the Suez
Cunal. Naturally the subject issttrecting
much attention abroad and no less an in.
fluential exponent of public opinion in the
Mother Land than the London T'imcs re.
cently declared that the route across the
American continent ought to be entirely
through British territory. The rilway
communication nccessary alrcady exists,
but a rapid line of Atlantic steawers in
connection with it is a question of money.

Itis suggested that an experimental mail
should be sent from England to Japan and
Chiona, by way of Canada, to ascertain

whetherthesuperlority of thisrouteinpoint
of time can be maintained both ways,
the recent rapid service of twenty-one
days from Japan to Great Britain via the
C. P. R. and New York having demon.
strated what can be done with the service
one way. It is adwitced that for the
carrying of troops and munitions of war
the Canadian route is superior to any
other, and, therefore, the people of this
country have to congratulate themselves
upon the importance to the world of Can-
ada as a national highway, which, hesides
improving their status as a country, must
be asource of pecuniary benefit.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Tuy people of Tacoma will have an op-
portunity of seeing the celebrated whale-
back steamer, Charles W. Wetmore, be-
fore long. Last weck she was at Philadel-
phia, completing her cargo, preparatory to
sailing for Tacoma.

Arrtuotou not altogether unexpected,
the decease of Mr. A, A. Green, of ths well
known banking and financial firm of
Garesche, Green & Co., Victoria, will be a
shock to many who, knowing him and the
qualities of which he was possessed, recog-
nize that a man has been removed who, as
long as hia health permitted, made his
mark {n business circles. Mr. Green was
sick for a considerable iime and lingered
for many months without hope of recovery.

Tur marked decrease in British trade
for the month of August—a falling offin
exports of £2,150,000~it appears is due to
the decline in the tin.plate and textile
trades. These, as has been previously
noted, are suffering severely from the ef-
fects of the recent high tariffs of fore/gn.
nativns. Theseare not the only manviac-
Lturing industries of Great Britain vhich
are now in a depressed condition, and all
because of the imposts aimed especially at
Great Britain. It would not be surprising,
therefore, as a correspondent of TRE Cox-
MENRCIAL JOURNAL remarked a few weeks
ago, if the commercial question were
forced prominently to the frontat the next
feneral election.

Tur Canadian Trade Revieir, of Mon-
treal, remarks that “ English capital
scems to be readily finding its way to Brit-
ish Columbia. Besides the purchase of
the canning cstablishments, which has
proved very profitable to Eaglish invest-
ors, and other recent sales of properties
there to Sritish syndicates, it is reported
that the Wellington collieries, the property
of R. Duosmuir & Sons, will be purchased
by English capitalists.” There are ample
opportuaities for British men of money to
profitably invest their capital in enter-
prises others than those specially named.
Our railroads and our mines would be
found, while affording abundant sscurity,
to present prospects that are almost un-
rivalled. The cattle and fruit-growing in-
dustries have most promising futures be-
fore them ; all we want and all which they
require cing men of enterprise and finan-
cial rezource to take them up and develop
them. It issatisfactory to know that so
much attention is being directed this way, -
since the more that isknown regarding us

the Letter we are thought of,



