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SHALL THE TRAFFIC IN %VINE AND I3EER BE EXEMPT'
FROM PROHIBITION.

AN ADDRE-SS lIV RICHARD EDDY, D.D., 0F 1ASAIL'Ef

LAèsAOGLsî,îE,-b phase of the Teiperince Question
(,n whiebi 1 arn tuxpecteti to address ),ou to-night is alwiys an imiportant Ont,
but is espcciall> significant to thîe people of îlîis Dnsinion at file prescrnt
bour. \'ou arc, il I understand ariglît, confrontcti b> a deterniinecl effort
on the part ofaIll parties wh'lo are pecuniarily interesteti in tire traffie in
alcoholic bevcrages, anti by sortie, it may he, wlico woulti be glad to din-i
ish the consunîiption o>f intoxicants, to ex(mpt front the «Proibhition legisia
tion w~hich you have put ini your Scott Act, wçhat are calletiftie liglicer
intoxicants, wine anti beer. The demnand for this exemptlion is baseti on
tmo assu rtons . First, that thesc feurnerteti liquors ar barmless ; anti sec-
ond, that file encouragement of îheir use wilI dinuinish tire consuimption of
distilleti liquors. floth of these assertions arc without the slightest fourdla
lion in fact, anti are contradictcd by an unvaryine, experience. .I corne
bet:fe ) ou to'night to endravor to show tlîat your oppositiun tcthis ext rnp-
ticn neti fot ari:,e fron a rnere fant> or conceit, a bug bear creatcd in tlie
inmagination of Tcnsperance fanatics, but can be baseti on facts susceptibl
of the clearcst anti most complete demonstratirîn. I tiierefore ask )our
attention to a staternent of facts only.

1. Look at the record of the years w'hen ferisenteti drinks hai .ull
sway, before distillation was known. At just %%hat finie alcolmol îvas dis-
tilîcti fît ni fernienteti liquors cannot noîv be tietermineti, but it is quite
certain that it was not tarlier than the thirteenth century, anti also that
until tiear the middtle of the sixteenth century it was confineti to tic shelves
of the apothecary. Dut distillation, we nsust bear in mincI, never createti
ilcohol, it sirnply set et free tram the svater or otht luids witb which it
was combîneti. But in order to ils being set free it msust of neressity have
been in the conîbination. The quantîty that is in the (crnisnted liquor is,
by distillation, given 10 us unrnixed with other elcments that wele in the
combi¶sation, but ornly fici quantity createti by fermentation. This is noit
only a fact dernonstrateti by chemistry, but is also the lesson taught by
liistc'ry.

It is less than efui hundreti )ears since svhat are calleti ardent spirits,
îe. distilleti spirits, brandy, rum, svhiskcy anti gin, began. to be used as
beverages. But at the least it is over four thousanit )-ears since masin began
to drink fermenteti beterages, anti to be nmade drunken thereby. Is it
reasunable to bay that it is only four Isundreci )cars, anti to drinkers of dis
tilleti beverages that drunkcnness bas been harînful, anti that thirt) six
hundreti years of the uje of anti tirunkeness frons fermenteti beverages wvere
harmless ? But those wlio try to persuade us that fernienîcti liquors are
lsarmlcss nGw, do in effect Sa>' it, svhile the historic argument is against
theni. Hi.,tory is matie up, anti %%e cannot ignore it. lis record 15is accssi-
bIc, anti aIl who haie eyes anti use thens in readirg it, cnnnot lait to see
tlîat drunkenness in most ancient tirnes, anti îrotiuceti %%bolit) b>e the use
of fermenteti beverages, bore aIt the cbaracteristic marks of the drunken-
ness of modemn times, produceti by usingtiistillcti liquors.

- Ail the tirunkenness mentioneti in the Holy Scriptures, both in the
Olti anti New 1'cstaments, anti characterizeti therein as inciting to licen-
tiuusness anti crime, producing poverty aîd, disease, clothing a man '.'.itil
rags anti bhame, pre'.enting bis trntrance into the kingtiom of beaven, anti
calling dossn upon hi-i anti upon tlie landi wh'icb tolerates it, the wratb of
Goti--alI of it sithout excf ption, frons Cenesis to Revelation, svas drouiken-
ness protiaceti by fermenttd beverages. That '.'hich biteth like a serpent
and stingetîs like an atider, stas not brandy, nor rom, nor gin, 'sor wh'liskey,
but wine. That which nmatie prophet anti priest "'err in vision anti stumble

'in judgrnent," %vas Il %ine or strong drink." Ass>rîa, Babylonia, Egypt,
Media, and Persia, svhosc fountiations reach beyonti ail records, were neyer
ccnquercti by the bworti until their manliners, 1,.ttriotisns anti miorahit> bati
becîî undcrnsinct by drunkcnncfss anti the debaucheries iu.citid by druik-
enness- anti ail tbis stas causeti b>' fcrmented drinks, thousant i f )cars
belore distillation wivs ever dTreanit of. The farnous dt.baucli of flclshazzzar,
by teason of which Cyrus entereti Babylon anti slew the king in bis cups,
Nvas a tiebauch on wine. Persia; in its tomn, beconîing demrnoalizeti by tie
habits which sine genterates, yîeltieti to Alexander, t'.'o for a tinse, listening
to the svarning of bis physiciari, spursieti the intoxicating bowl. IlRernem-
ber, 0 king," saidth ie physician, Il ienfIock is poison to mîani, anti %vine is
like hcrnluck." But at ia!st the great soldier >ielded anti lest bis life.
IlHcre," saiti Seneca, "lHere is this liero, in% incible b'> ai the toits of pro-
digious marcbes, by aIt lic dangers of sieges anti combat-, by flic f1051 vio-
lent extrenses of lieat anti cold, liere lic lies, conquereti by bis intemper-
ance, anti struck to the eartlî by the fatal cup oi Hercules." EUypi, whîicls
kncs bow to manuofacture a feumrenteti dink froein l'rley as svell as froîîs
grapes, lias Iprcsexvýttirhe stcr> of lier shamieful drunkcnuîcss ini tlic paint-
ings with vvhiich lier artists have decorateti the wvalIN of lier tonibs. Mcei
and svomen are seen glorying un tlîeîr slîame. Masters art repIreseniteti as
being carmieti Iromie frontî ibecir banquets in sottislî uisconsciousncss, or
women wholly belpless (rom intoxication, dependent on their >laves to kcep

tbein in (Iccent appearance. 'rite whole dlescrip)tion they thus givc of thcnl-
selves justifies flic asserlion of Joscplhus that "ltley are the inosi dcbauiched
P)eoPle."

' 'le drtinkcnness which prcvailed in Roie, svas fc:îrful in cxtcnt, in-
deccnt in its public mninfestation, licentious iii its influence, and generally,
dellioraiizing piyscally, mcrunally aud miorilly. 'l'ie Jaccharnaiia becaruie
so monstrous lit ils (lrunkeiincs.s anti consequent licentiotisness, flmnt tile
Senate put down the festival fiftecn bundrcti vents hefor&* distilled alcolli
was known. Pliny says, at tile close of bis Trcatise on %ville, iIi b Natural
History " I We î>urclasc, it the greatest pain andi expense, tlus liqluor wlîich
deprives ni of bis rcason, renders his furious, andi is the cauise or an in-
finite viriety of crimes. # Thenice arise their
palencss, their liendulous -le -:ks, thecir ulicerateti cycs, their treînbling
bands, incapable of holding a fui.' glass without spilling a portion of its con-
tents." Delirium Tremens, or as .. cails il, Ilsleup agitatcd b>' furies," was
also commun, andi was accomni îciiiu b> lobs of mcinury. le Aid tlii," lie
adds "Ilthis is wvhat they cal> seizing ,hbc moments of ile J Whieras, in
realîty, whilst other men lobe flic day t iat ib gune before, flic trinktr bas
already lost thîe day that is to cone." Seneca's testiniony is to tbic saie
cifcct; :-No language,' lie ba>s, "ca.n çun% cy .îi idea of rte c% ls, turnients,
and disordiers wvhicli dte %%e diinkurb suifer.' Anid Gibbons, sî>c.ikilng of
the days of Rome's decadunte, shows that stucl drtinlsenness %%as iiot toit-
fincti to the higher c-lassesb, but that dicre issueti froîs tlic stately palaces
containing tie battis of Caracalla, crowds of dirty andi ragged plebeians,
wîthout shoes andi withlont a niantle, wlio loitereti away whule days in tie
street or Forum to bear tiews inti to hiolti disputes; - 'ho '.issipated in
extravagant gaming flic xîîiserable pitt.snce of tlieir wivcs andtildrcn,
and spunt the hourà, of fli iighr )n Ubtnt: taicrrs aund brullJ in ih: n
duligence of gross andi vulgar sensuality.

In the ninth century of otîr present era, seven bundreti years before
distilîcti spirits were uscd as a beverage, drui.kcisess, %vitl ail ils attcîdant
liorrors svas raging to a féarlul estelit in Gurn.îny. aballus Matiras, a
German orahe f tlîat piLrbot, satid.I "Aîîuiîgst the %ies fcabting andi
drunkcenncss cspec.ially rlgin, sIiILU n10t 011i> the M&d lad vulgar, peuple,
but the noble and l>owcerful of tire lanid, are giv'en up to the,'n. Both sexes
andi ai nges have made intenîperance into custons; * * *

andi s0 greatly lins tlie plague sl)reaid, tlîat it lias infecteti sortie of our own
order in flic p)rîcstliuod, bu îliat flot oli>y do (huy not c-orrtect tlic drunkatrds,
but becorne drunkardsthcsls.

In England, in tlic bi>ahî centur), tirunkenness front beer dririkirig nas
comnion anti s-,as attciidted b> riot andt blodlied. In the eighth century
conîplaint is niade tu tid Arclîbislilî of C.tntulrbur>, îlîa- the bîsbups anîd
clergy flot only do flot lrevent drunkcriness, but indulge theniselves to
great cxcess, and force ailiers ro intoxication. 'l'lie I)anes wvere even
heavier drinkers than rte Saxons. The guards in tlîeir arniy w(re often
overcome by drink,, andi aIl arc faîîiliar wvitls ire story, of King Alfrcd's
întroducing i îielf in lieu guise of a miinstrtl irîto tl.e carîl> ut Guitlirtuîîî
the Danisb Gentral, anîd finding lits âoldiurs stceped in dukiis. A.
courlis of Normain tuies are little lcss titan itcuntb of dulbaucheî> throughi
drink.

This historic testiniony might bc brotîght clown cs'cn further, to the
very tfine whcen ardent spirits so largely su1icrscded ins nany localîties, the
use of fermientet i rinks. But tiese suffiu.e to show tlîat cnunerts befure dis.
tiliation was known, or if known, before it was enîplo> cd iniitle elimination of
Alcoliol, tlic liste of Witie amnd Beur liroducted just as disasitrous rebults as
any intuxicants lirodtce nu%%, andti ibt, if c.suîeric;ntc is, gooti fur ain>thiîig,
the pîca that AVine andi Bver arc harrnless drinks nuw, lias nutliug but the
shallowest taise assumption ta test upon.

Il. But we arc iîot shut lip to this .2vidence of the rernote pasi. Fiect;
lie at our bande ire constantly mianifcst in our daily experience, which
assure us that the use; uf %%iîîe andi beur as bui cragtis caubes cu ls %vlitich tait
luudly for flic prohiiion of tie tuaffic, in tliein. 'l'le bafcty 'fe tire coin-
nsuni>' is iniî,teriileti b) tile -.riiiîtt:. %hidi arc tlîus tre.ttcd, andI thec burtns
of taxation are madie tduiu.IL I nti gruisous b> rc.îsîn uf thec dis-
cases anti povcrty which thuy catise. If Il, kj duvtieti merc> sentimental
to leg-islaite in the intc:rc-ss cf p)ltikintliruî», cetaini>) nu unt utight tu ulbjt.
to legislation in self-defécc, to niale ou;r Iromie set-tire, anti to dIiîiiuiisli
taxation nti %vaste.

Dr. BOck', Of ])pic Ut the f.tst tc.rbLly in une line,cu, inl an
artitle on ditc Il 'Morl Efl'ects of Foodi anti Drinkl," in tlie Jridi ,h~a
Jorurnal, 1879, lie saiti - Ieer is brtatlizing", 'vile impasbions, wise
infuriates, but cecnttuaIIy unîul.tîis.** I lurace: Grecule>, s.luiiulig. it
observation andi knu%'.lcdgu ai a conducLtur uf a Nu%%s Xui k dailj, 1,.tiJr fur
miany yvars enableti hiîn tu juidgc .ccuratcl) in the mattlcr, S.i:* -

"lTlicy g'reatly nisatko 'lia iii this cotiîitry hli o to livc lonîger bylriiikiug s'.iiies
or m.alt lîquir tlîai tlîoy wouild oxilct tu if aitdicteul iîtl l iîtîilkil bspinite.

ruce, tiiere le lots sacoîu li igeu Aie q.irmittty of titu ici iîuciitcl 4t' er;LIIc3, l'lit liée
s(LL 'Iitt~ifiti'iili nitt Cwt,,lft gihust. lJ'e wttti ti*t '3 3 t..3 Ii.,, til t i t. im-
holia itîtiilis titat thcir tdcprnctd appetites c\act, tutl if ililulb'î. at uiIl. tlîc 3 stgll leu
îîîd(ulgecd to thc coîîstaiîitly i'CCCdînlg piît of 'l'lacîuî Tie sîingle gla3â uf Ivisic or
beer per day svhicl sîîfficed nt the Iicgiiiig vîill aoon bc ciiîargcl ut' repeatel. lt
waz cîîongh to start theo(x 1100 abr galiop >'csterda.y, but falls uihort to.deiy, atiii %vi'lt
not brgizi t do to.niiorrow."


