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THE WONDROUS LOVE OF OHIRIST.

THE HOUR COME.

Our great and glorious Redeemer hav-
ing, as the mau of” sorrows, tho servaut of
the Father, and the representative of his
rcoplc, finished bis work of teaching, and
his active Jubours for his people; and being
about to endure the cume, sustain tho
punishment of their sins, and make an
infinito ntonement for them, presguted
himself before themn as the great Jnterces-
sor. In his address to his Father in their
heating, he opened his Joving heart, disclos-
cd the depth of his sympatby, and gave
utterauce to his unbounded desires for their
welfure,  How sublime his language! how
exquisitely tender his pathosd how pro-
fouud his thoughts! My tho Lord, the
Holy “Spirit, lead us to meditate on his
wondious prayer to our own profit, and
his glory: * These words spake Jesus,
and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
Fatker, the hour is come, glovify thy Son,
that thy Son also may glorify thee.”
{John xvii, 1). Observe—

What Jesus did. « fle Jifted up his
eyes to heaven.” This was expressive of
desire, coufidence, expectation, and rever-
ence. Of desire,—for as when wo speak
to any oue, and desire a reply, we naturally
turn to thatone, and look bim in the face:
80 Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven, the
place of his Father's throue, the home of
his Father’s glory, where he bad luin in
his Father's boson: Trom cverlasting.  The
deep and intense desire of iiis acul dirceted
his eyo upwards,, Of expectation,—for he
expected a reply;and we, when we expect
& reply, look toward the parly wo address.
Hence David says, *In the morning will
1 direct mny prayer unto thee, a:u% will
Jook up.” When we desire auything of
God, which he has promised in his word,
and which we believe will be for our good

-and bis glory, we should Jeok up, ard ox-
pect toreceive it.  Of confidence,—bo had
the strongest confidence in his Father, and
therefore he lifted up his oyes, and looked
for sympathy and a roply. ~ So we should
Lave confidence in God. He loves to be
trusted. Ho has given us many excoeding
great and precious promises, to which he
bas added innumerable proofs of his faith-
fulness, to induce us to exercise confidence
in bim. Let us, therefore, ask in faith,
and.believe that our God will give us the
desires of our hearts. Of reverence,~—
Jesus in the model worshipper. In him
wo see strong desire, earnest expeetation,
unquestioning coufidence, and profound
reverence.  Ho was all solemnity; yet
thero was no dread, no terror, no slavish
fear. How different to the unballowed
freedom of somne profesors! How dif-
ferent to our own approaches to God at
times! Ho lifts up bis oyes to heavey,
and with a soul burning with zeal for his
Father's glory he said,—or poured out his
whole soul, for himself, for his disciples
then present with him. and for his people
down to the very end of time. Let us
-notice,—
What Jesus said.

Ho said, “ Futher,”
or My Father.

e came to God &s a son

just God while he was the Saviour.

—ns a son conscious of his father's Jove—
as ason who had been doing, and was
now about to sufter, his futher's will, 1le
renlized his relation to God, which was
peculiar; for he wae the Son of God as
none other ever was, or ever will be.—
Angels are the sous of God by ereation,
and wo are the sous of God b{ adoption
and regenerntion ; but be was the only-le-
gotten of the Fathier, the brightuess of his
alory, and the express image of his person.
How the Son was begotten of the Father
1 know not, do not ask to know. What
precise iden is to be attacked to the word
begotten, when applied to the co-cquul
and co-cternal Son of God, 1 know not,
do notexpect to know. That it imphes
sameuness of nature, is clear.  Thatit does
not interfere with the independence of the
Son, 1 believe. Lach of the divine per-
sons possesses the whole Godliead,—cuch
is equully, eternatly and essentially -God;
therefore equally the object of trust, re-
varency, and religious worship. "T'he Father
is not the Son, ner is the Son the Father;
and yet the Son is as really. truly, and
otertally  God, ns the Father. Thus he
stands Vefore his Fatber clothed in flesh,
ouo with his people, acting for his peoplo;
but though c}olhcd in flexh, he isthe Son
of God, one with God, and acting for God.
But T would rather stand and adore, than
try to understand or eet forth so great a
mystery; for the mystery of godliness is
confessedly great,—* God was manifest in
the flesh.” His relation, whileit is peculiar,
is perpetual  Heo will always bo the Eon,
tho Son of God.  To him the Father snid,
“Thy thronc, O God, isforeverand ever;a
sceptro of righteoueness is the scepuo of
thy kingdom.” The Sonof God i both
divine and human; and as such, “he Jifted
up his eves to heaven and said, Father,
the hour is come.—tho liour fixed upon
in the councils of eternity, and deciced
before timo began—the hour predicted by
theinspired prophets—the hour anticipated
and expacted by patriarchs, and mon full
of the Holy Ghost—the hcur on which so
much depended, as to heaven and carth.
I1 was the bour w;gn Jesus was to drink
the cup of woe, c@quer the foes of his
Church,mect the claims of divinejustice,and
glorify God in the highest possible degree.
«Father, the hour is como; glerify thy
Son.” This included, sustuining him
under all he had to suffer, defivermg him
out of the hands of all his foes, raising him
from the dead by his glorious power, aid
enthroning himat bis own right haud.
All this the Father did. +¢ Glorify thy Son,
thatthy Son alsomay glorify thee.” Upon
this bis heart wasset.  Forthishecameinto
the world, and for this ke was prepared
to suffer and to die, He wished to glorify
his Father in bis government, reconciling
all the claims of that government in tik
salvation of his people. e would glorify
his Father's character, harmonizing all his
perfections; that so he might appear x}l;c

e
would also glorify his Father in his pur-
poses, by removing overy obstacle out of

the way of their accomplishment, and se-
curing their complelo and glorious fulfil-

ment.  Precios Saviour! thé gloryrdf thy
Father lay uear thy heart: wmay thy glory
over lio near to mine!  Oh, for grace, that
[ may gloify  Jesus, in body, soul, aud
spirit!

Here wosce the Mediator standing be-
tween the two parties, his Father and hia
peoplo pleading with tho one, and preach-
ing to the other.  Blessed Lo his namo,
ho stands between them wtill; for we have
one God, and one Mediator between God
and man, the man Christ Jesus!  Hencta
in chmacter nsa Son.  Of old the Lord
proYosc'.l the question to Isracl, “I1f The a
Father, wheie is mine houourt” DBut
thera is no room to ask the question liero;
for the perfect Son seeks #bove all things
to hononr his beloved Father, even when
he was about to hide his face from him,
He looks up, his cyes heaming with love,
and his heart filled with reverence, just
when he heard bis Fathor suying, ¢ Awake,
O sword, agusinst my Shepherd, and
against the man that i wmy fellow, snith
tho Lord of hosts; smite the Shephord ;™
—just when ¢ it plensed tho Lord to bruiser
jum, and put him to gref.”  Oh, what filia}
submission! more, what resignation! more,
what ncquicscence m the Iather's will]
more still, what preferring the Father's will
to his own, though it cost him an agony
and Lloody sweat,—a cruel, shameful, and
lingering death!  1lle looks beyond the
cloud to glory, and for tho joy that wus
sel before bim he endured tie cross, des-
pising the shame. He observes order:
first o preaches to his disciples, thon he
pleads with his Father for them, and the-.
ho suflers in their stead. e teaches vs to
meet the hour of affliction, or suffering, or
death, with patience, and with bope, His
icur; that tiemendous hour, is past; our
bour is yei tc come.  Oh, may we meet
it with fortitude and courage!  Ob, may
wo bo cnabled, by the gracious teaching
and enabling of the Holy Spirit, as Jesus
did, to lift up our cyes to heaven, full of
ardent desire, well founded expectation,
seriptural confidence, and holy reverence,
and say, “Father, the hour is come;
ionour thy child by sustaining and deliver-
ing him, that ho mzy honour thee, by
testifying for thee, and preferring thy will
i 2l things to his own.” Jesus was saus-
tained, by keeping oune object only in view,
and that was his Father's glory; which
glory, he knew, was bound up with the
salvation of his people.  On that one object
may cur inds be set; and to pronote
that, way all our desires, prayers, efforts,
and sufferings tend.  Ob, to glorify God
all through life’s weary pilgrimage!—Rev.
J. Smith, Cheltenham.

—— .o

There is no religion in the Bible—ZX
hope if there are auy reporters here, that
they will wait until 1 finish my sentence
before they run to the paper—any
more than there is & road upon the guide-
board. The Biblo is the rule, the direc-
tion, by which man is to work out hisown
salvation, a8 the guide-board is the direction
by which b is to walk out his journey.
Religion i3 in the man, or it is not any-
where.—DBeecker,




