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iiik, often becomne rickety in spite of the greatest
care being takcn ta givc tliern the milk pure and
ini suitable quantities. It wvas a comimon experi-
ence ta find the younger ejildren in a faiuily
l)ecorne rickety w~hiile the aider ones wcere heaithy,
even tboughi ail iiad been braughit up alike, the
riekets being due, apparertly ta the mnother's
liealth having sufféred tiiraugli excessive child-
bearing, and, in canscquence, the younger ebjîdren
were horn %ve-'ikiy, and i)ron ta dyspeptic derange-
mcents, and unable ta digest the curd af caw's milk
as strang and hicalthy infants 'usually do. It w~as
ane of the comrnonest experiences af practice ta
finù, t!1at %veakly eildren vomnited freshi cow's iiilk,
and were in cansequence fed an condlensed milk
or samne of the patent foods, the rickets which
follawed in sucli cases being due ta the wveak
digestive povers of the child quite as much as ta
the quality of the food which it had taken. Pre-
mature infants and those weakly fram other causes
wvere extreniely likely, if they lived, ta becorne
ricket>', if, unfortunaiely, the>' had ta be braught
up oni the botule. Cow's iki] wvas, after ail, a poor
substitute for the milk of the maother. 'l'le enlarge-
ment of tbe spleen ta -ewh;i Dr. Cheadie liad
referred as sometiiwes a.ccoiiplanying rickets was,
in lus experience, due rather ta the cachexia aiten
present than ta syphillis.

Mr. Ednuund Owen, on being calted upon by
the President, renuarked that much harm uvas done
by the aliiost carele5;s nuanner in which the medi-
cal man %vas apt ta recamvmend the administration
of " condensed iiilk," for the child Nvha uvas not
floucishing at the brcast, or upon cow's milk. In
his experience the %vorst cases of tickets were those
of children w~ho wcere bcing broughit up onlartificial
food. Freshi cow's iik and w'ater was the second
best food for rickety chiidren :the worst uvas that
uvhich uvas mnost %videlv advertised. As regarded
the admiinistration of cod-liver ail, it was generally
resorted ta in excess. Hafa teaspoonful two or
three timies a day uvas far too large a dose for a
chiid -it gave risc ta sickness 'and diarrhoea;
minute dases wvere of the greatcst therapeutie
value. But ini hot wcather, even sniall dases
could flot always be taken. Then the oil should
be administered as an inuniction. This li-,d the
double advantage, that it involved the regular
uvashing of the child.

Dr. Finlayson said he had not intended to take

part in this discussion ; hie did not know of any-
thing différent from uvhat uvas well enaughi recag-
nized. It occurred ta him, howvever, that -same
rcmarks of a local character might hiave interest.
It used to be recognizcd that riekcets were singu-
ian>' rare, not ont>' in Glasgow but in Scotland
gcneratly, sa that, sa>' thirty years ago, this disease
ivas far from cormi-on ini Glasgow, but hie wvas
sort>' ta sa>' the sanie couid flot be said now. H-owv
tiien could the change be accounted for? He
believed i- was due ta the enormaus growth af the
population, and especial>' of the fernale factory
population. This hial acted injuriausl>' in several
ways. There had been a grea. difficulty in obtain-
ing milk for children, flot anly because the cost af
it had been absolutcly increascd, but especial>'
because the inuch cheaper buitter-milk, which Nwas
forrnerly cartcd into touvu in enormous quantit>'
fromi adjoining farmis, had now becoie scarce,
because of the greatly increased population using
up the, ncw milk from the farrus, uithout the
trouble of churning being required. Hence, the
use of oatrneal, uvhichi required milk, had fallen off
ver>' much, and the childrcu had been deprived ta
a great extent baoth of oatmeal and milk. Another
explanation of the prevalence of tickets in Glasgowv
uvas to he sought ini the growth of the city, nîaking
it more and mare difficuit for the mothers of the
poor ta send them out into the open air, so that
thcy were coopcd up in the flats of large tenemients.
These causes, hie thought, hiad a v2r>' potent influ-
ence, in leading ta an increase of tickets in Glas-
gow~, nîuch more than the change ta the soft Loch
Katrine water introduced about that time.

Mr. E. L. Freer wits pteased ta find great pronii-
ner.cc given to the hygienic and diatetic causes of
rickets froin a large experience of rachitic condi-
tion. Hie %vas nclined ta pa>' less attention to the
famil>' histories, especially rso far as syphilis uvas
concernied, unless there uvere other sign s present,
than ta the conditions under which the child had
been living, fie had met with numbers of cases
where the breast niilk had been given solety, and
where the m'other had been also in good health,
but by far the greatest factor, in his opinion, w'as
improper feeding. In those children uvhere the
digestive powers wcre Sa imperfect lie had lhad the
best results from trcating the niilk with Bcnger's
iq. pancreaticus first, and afterwvards giving B3en-

ger's food; by this ineans the rnilk.had been con-
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