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It is teeir province to enlighten the
publie in regarl to quarantin2 regu-
lations, the location, arrangemont,
and diectarics cof hospitals, asylums.
scheols, pris:ps and cimiiar institn-
ticns—in relation to the meadiecal
Tolice of towns, as drainage, ventila-
won, ete.—and in rogard 1o measures
for the prevention of epidemic and
conlagicus diceaze:; and whsen pestil-
enca pravails, it is their duty to far
the danger, and to continue their
labors for the al eviation of the suffer-
ing, even at the jeopardy of tkeir own
lives.

2. Medical mecn sheuld also be
always ready, when called on by the
legally constituted authorities, to en-
lighten cororners’ inquests and courts
of justice, on snbjects strictly medical
—such as involve quistions rveiating
to sapity, Ilegitimacy. murder Dby
poisons or other violent means, and
in regard to various other questions
embraced in the sciznce of Medizal
Jurisprudence. But in these cases,
acd especially where they are required
to make a pcst-mortem examinaticn,
it is just .in consequence of the time,
Jabor ‘and skill required, and the
respon:ibiity and risk they incur,

that the public should award them a°

proper honorarium.

3. There is no profession by the
members of which eleemosynary ser-
vices are more liberally dispecsed
than the me’ical, but justice requires
that some limits should bz placed to
the perfermance of such gcod offices.
Pover!y, professional brotherhood,
and certain  of the public duties re-
ferred to in the first section of this
article, <hzuld always be rscognized
as, prisexting valid claims for graluit-
cus services ;but neither sccieties for
mutual benefit for the izsurance of
lives or for analogous purposes, nor
any profession or occupai.om, can be
admitted ‘to possess such privilege.
Nor czan it be justly expected of phy-
sicians to furnish certificates of ina-
bility %0 serve on juries, to perform
militia duty, cr to testify to the state
of health of rersors wishing to insure
their lives, obtain pensions, or the
like, without a pecuniary acknowledg-
ment. But to individuals in indigent

circumstances such professional ser--

vices should always be cheerfuliy and
freely acccrded.
4. It is tte duty cf physicians who

are frequent witnesses of the enormi-
ties committed by quackery, and the
injury to health and even destruction
of life caused by the use of quack
medicines, to en:ighten the public on
these subj:c:s, to expose the injuries
sustained by the unwary from the
devices and pretensions of artful em-
pirics and impostors. Physicians
ocught to use all the influence which
they may rosscss, as professors in
colleges of pharmacy, and by exer-
cising thelr option in regard to the
shops to which their prescriptions
shall be cent, to discourage druggists
and apothecaries from vending quack
or secret medieines, or from being in
any way engagel in their manufac-
rure and cale.—Ontario Medical Jour-
nal.

THE COMMUNICATION
IL1S A CRIME.

We hope that the bill now wunder
consideration by the German Reich-
stag, making the communication of
2 venereal disease to others by one so
affected a crime punishable with fine
and imprisonment, will be passed,and.
it so, it will be a long step in sani-
tary and sociological progress which
other  countries should follow. It
will certainly seem strange to future
generations that the health boards
medical societies and legislatures of
the United States should show so
much agitation over the isolation and
prevention ef tuberculosis, while in re-
gard to syphilis, so much more com-
municable and so much more terrible
aad far-rear” ing in its results, the
Scriptural isjunction ‘“let it not be
once named among you" is obeyed
with a literalness that can be ex-
plained cnly by the apostolic com~
ment that it is ““not convenient™ so
to do. Who would not rather live in
daily contact with the consumptive
ihan with the physically. to say noih-
ing of morally, filthy syphilitic who
under presect conditisns walks freely
and unsuspected among nis feilow-
men, sowing disease b:oadcast? With
his mouth fall of contagious sores he
goes from one public eating-house or
¢rinking-place to another; and who
can tell how many or how-few are his
victims., He carries suffering ang
wretchedness .and dedth into his own
household, and the fami'y doctor dare
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