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For over twenty-five years [ have made use

of a strong bandage of India rubber, foi the

treatment and cure of ail ulcers of the lower
extremnity of a non-specific character, coming at
ail within the category of curable, and as a
nost efficient aid to treatment.anîd palliation in

those of a specific character and those incapable

of perfect cure by any method of treatmient ;
and I may here say that a very large proportion
of ulcers of the ·lower extremities practically

incurable by other nethods are ca'able of easy
and permanent cure by this.*

* I use such a bandage in the treatinent palliative
and curative of many other diseases and injuries, prin-
cipally of the lower extremities; but of these I will,
at the present time. give only a partial list, reserving
a detailed acccount of its application to such cases for
a future paper. The present writing will refer exclu-
sively to the treatment of ulcers of the lower extremi-
ty. The principal cases, other than these, in which I
have found such bandages eminently useful are, (and
I mention the= in the order of their importance, and
the perfect applicability of this method to their treat-
ment) ; (1.) Acute and chronic synovitis and conse-
quent effusion in the joints, particularly of the kuee,
ankle, aud elbow. (2.) Subluxations of those joints
to which the bandage can be applied, both in their
acute and chronic stages. (3.) Morbid effusion in the
bursa mucosa, especially, after evacuation by aspira-
tion. of the bursa developed over the patellS, and
known as " housemaid's-knee.'' and by other names.
(4.) Rdema and anasarca, whether due to local or
general causes, and occurring in either the lower or
upper extremity, but chiefly, of course, the former.
(5.) As an admirable palliative, and even in some in-
stances, to a certain deg;ee, means of curing varicose
veins of the lowér extremity, occurring either with or
without ulcers. (6.) As a most efficient adjunet to
treatment of erysipelas of either the legs or arms,
whether traumatie or idiopathic, and, in very m'any
cases, capable, without other means, of entirely curing,
and, as it were, extinguishing that so called "ignis
sancti Antonii.' (7.) As a very valuable adjunct to the
treatment of many cutaneous diseases, particularly
when affecting the lower extremity, and as, without
any other means whatever, local or general, absolutely
and completely curative of many of these affections
and their consequences. (8.) As a very useful surgi-

The bandage which I use in the treatment of

ulcers of the leg, is made of what is technically
calledI " pure rubber," i.e., the best " Para "

rubber, combined with the smallest possible

mixture of sulphur, and subjected to the mini-
inum of beat necessary to "cure" the gumu and
ensure it from the destructive changes which

rapidly take place in bandages made of pure
uncured caoutchouc. The bandage is ten and

cal dressing after dislocation of any joint to which it,
can be applied, but particularly those of the knee
elbow and .ankle. (9.) As an extremely useful sur-
gical dressing for sone cases of that formi of lesion en-
titled "green-stick-fracture," in which a gradua],
continually exercised, gentle pressure accnomplishes
that perfect "reduction" wbich caunot always be
accomplished at once even by painful and unduly
violent manipulation. Also in cases of deforminty of
boues fromn improper co-aptation of fracture, where
the "callus " is too firni to admit of imnediate bend-
ing, this s rt of bandage, properly applied, bas been
found quite capable, by the constant, steady pressure
which it exercises, of correcting deformity in frac-
tured bones, even so long af ter injury as to be gene-
rally supposed capable of such correction by no means
save that of re-fracture. (10.) As a most useful appli-
ance eminently palliative, and sometimes even to a

great degree rapidly and completely curative of injury
of the ligamentous and other tissues of joints, result-
ing froin contusion or other injury, or from relaxation
of ligaments from ,isease. (11.) As a most efficient
palliative of, and often decided means of remedying
chronic and acute inflammation of and about the

joints or other parts of a limb ; in phlebitis ; as a pro-
ventive when abscess is threatened, or, in such cases,
when too far advanced for preventiot, as a means to
hasten forward the process of suppuration. This
enuneration of cases in which the strong elastic
bandage bas been found, in actual practce, very de-
cidedly useful, although somewhat extended is, by no
means, exhaustive. Wien the intelligent practitioner
becomes familiar with, and reflects upon, the pheno-
mena ohse.rved after the bandage hisá been applied
the effect of continuons, gentle, equable pressure, of
perfect exclusion froni air and light, of the constant
moistore and equal warmth of the part involved in the
handage, of the constant support afforded to distended
and weakened vessels, the relief of congestions by the
mechanical expulsion of blood from the overloaded
veins and eapillaries,'he will have little difficulty in
perceiving the value of this method of tréatment in
the cases I have mentioned, and many others. I shall,
at some future time, write a paper or two based on
my personal experience in the use of the bandage for
other cases besides those of ulcers of the lower ex-
trenity. At present I only wish to intimate what
somne of these are.


