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Those o. u who are ong look to the older and more mature for
poirers," sto speak to help us theough some of the more obscure

and tcate hyrinths of our professional career.
The interchanging of ideas and experience. upon tliese complicated

uestionstl te rubbing of intellect against intellect in earnest debate, must
surely have the effect, like silver coins when rubbed together, of clearing
away the rust and dross and exhibiting the shining metal of truth to

our muntual good.
This subject of puerperal eclampsia especially appeals' to lue, for r

lasL ek>erience was a rather bitter one, and deprived a fond husband for
the sÛtoni( time, ot a loving wife. Since lny obstetric practice began,
twclve years ago, it has been my nisfortune to lose twvo patients during
the pangs of childbirth, one froru post-partum hmeîorrhage and the

otiler fromu puerperal eclampsia and by a strange fatality both belonged
to the saie husband and each ib rom left Il1 with a helpless child to
nurse.

P uerperal eclimpsia, then be truly said to be one of t e mrost

.Sud 1,1 1ed serions conditions wh c e plint pregnancy and ti e ariy
puerperîn 1m.

The ionenclature is pe hap tt sleadin as by it oi woud
conclude that the seizure, the, ' urstsinh o sIining forth a the word,
derived fron the Greek, wouild imply, wa conined to that period which
is usually considered to begin after the e ils b'rn and the third stage
of labor completed, whereas puerperal eclampsi so- called, ay take

'Plce(b1 yti t C, a.fteir th-e earlv in&nthsf')rplace «uy tieufe h al o t p cr nancy, until three or four
(ays of the puerperal period have elapsed

e wennaY be confronted witli the perplexîng malady e ther
before, d uri1uj, or fte -labor.

One author detines puerperal eclamp symptomatje disorder
characterized by convulsive or epileptiform seizures that suddenly come
on prior to, dari?/, or after labor.

This definition gîves us no hint as to its cause, although various
attempts have been made anong the observers of half a century ago and
earlier to assign it to a derangemeunt of the nervous system in somne way
related to epilepsy.

A little later it was observed that eclampsia patients exhibited an
excessive anount of albumen in their urine, and this naturally directed
attention to the kidieys as possibly the seat of the disease.

Urtemia was known to be a disease due to derangement of the
kidneys, and as these two conditions exhibited so many symptoms in


