“demic—as an instance we may l'\l\c trismus nascen -
‘tium, a diseasc of very common occurrence with us—
yety although from this. \cry fact, greater caution was
uscd and more care taken of infunts (particularly those
“'of the labouring class) than at present, the malady is
now. scarcely know n; again, 'urucullurc exerts oftcn-
“times a palpable change on the hmllhfulncas ofa pl'u‘e,
yet we cannol a%wn lhl\ as a cause' operative in our
case, since cultwatxon bas Leen carried to cvery rood
of land for years past, and but little opportunity aﬂond—

went, and atlcndul hy a disposition to pass into true -
typhus. During another period; the tongue is in gene-
ral loaded with a thick white or ycllownah fur, and
many other symptoms of derangement in the digestive
organs, such. as bitter taste, (:Oauven §s, or dnarrhcm.
are constantly observed. ‘
During a third period, dlscases are clnr'tctenscd by
a remarkable degree of vascular excitement, an evi-
dent tendency to local detcrmimtiox., a frequent forma-

eil to accumulations of decaynw maticr.-, tham our
freedom from insect life may in- some wav ex pl.mx the
change—but of this hcrcaﬁer . ‘

“ We certainly perceive,’ > abserves Dr Chownc, in
au oration hefore the Medical Society,  without re-
verting to proofs which geology might supply, that in
the progress of ages and of conturics the temperature
of other climates and our own have ‘undergone consi-

tion of morbid productions, in' a word, by zui the s) mp-
toms of inflammation.

It is not known whether lhc transition from one of
these’ periodic constitutions to another takes place sud-
denly or gradually, but the latter supposition appears
more probable, except ‘when tke transition is accom-
panied by unusually great atmospheric changes. :

The erys :pehlou: affection which, both in England
and Gerinany, succeeded the gastric, and '1ccompamed‘

derable change, as is evinced by the ﬁrmerly frozen
state of the Mediterranean (1775) along its shores to,

the distance of fifty leagues, ac«,ozdmrr to Glycus; m!

the Adriatic having. been frozen in thc time of' thc
Romans, in the cons('lnﬂy frozen state of the. Rhine
~and the” Panube, and other rivers of Gaul and Ger-
‘ m'm}, dunn'r the winter, mo.l\nm it necessary. to cover
the ice with straw to render the | passage over them se-
cure, accoxdmrrto Diodorus Scculn ;in the ﬁee/mrr of]
the Euxine, accordmrr to Ovid; in lhc breaking of the
ice of theTiber, in ordc‘r {o obtain water for the cele-
bration of supcrslllmus rites, as alluded to by Juv cnal
in the instructions for protecting the cattle from the in-
clemencies of an Ttalian winter, as given by Virgil ; in
the earlier period of oui own former lnuvcste, .md in (lw
unclothed state of our early inhabitants, as recorde d
by Cigsar; in the growth of large luxuriant wood on
" onr highest hills, in situations whcw, from the degree
of culd which'at present prevails, lhcy would not grow,
. as commented on by Kirwan ; in the Lu%x "mwlh
ofour black cattle, as recorded hy Roliertson 3 2 'md inthe

. numerous other ¢ examples furnished by the animal,vege-!

table and mineral kingdoms of this and other countr os:?
The same obsm\'ulmnq .1pp]v with equal foree to dis-
-eases, whicl’ undm"o variations in their’ constitutinn
no less r(‘nmnk'ﬂ)le, rendering their treatment at dif-
ferent (‘pm‘hs entirely, oppo,uc, dunmndnxr- the uhnmt
vigilance and study on the part of the pll)slcmn. Dr.ys
(11‘!1\'(‘5, in his invaluable work, “ Clinical Medicine,”
- gives a translation of Professor Autenreith’s observa-
tions on 1this sulucct, which are so very excellent and
applicable to our ‘present purpose, that no apology is
~. needed I'or‘thcu' introduction,—* All discases' conta.
. gious and non-contagious, ncutc and chronic (the latter,
however seldom, except when attended with some de-
‘gree of gc.nclal -excitement) have been ohserved to
_.preserve a certain ‘constituéion or gencral character
which continues for a number of years in succession,
with occasional mlcuuptlom, until it iy dlcplacvd by
another constitution of a different character. .,
during one period diseases are rcmarl\ablc for being
ﬁcquently accompanied by a sensation of extreme
" weakness, uddcn sinking of the strength and vital

Thus,|

the first o '1ppe'1r'mco of the mﬁ*tmm'xtor} period, seems
to have been ‘an example of the gradual transition.
Accurate obgervations are still wanting to determine’
whether this periodic constitution is confined to certain
iparts of the world, or extends over the whole, and whe-:

]lher its diflerent specics follow each other in a regular

order ot succession. Iftheir order of succession should
at any time be determined, it will cnable the physician
to foretell the character am! most appropn.tte tred,tment
of future discases.

- The general unlx(,a(mm 0( (‘mc, vary wuh the
nature of the prevailing constitution, and u)nscqucntly '
during one period :tnnulatmfr remedies, during another
alunc evacuations, and durm«r a llmd veneaecuon
and the antiphlogistic plan, w:ll constitute the, mosl ‘
c(hucnl treatment.

- This vcx ycucum:tdncc has cmscd much mnfusxon in
medical oplmons, and has occasioned the reputation and
downhll of many an infallible system, cach of \\'hlch
is in its turn consigned to oblivion, and perhaps again
revived as a novc)ty al some future period. - The ‘
English boast nuch of" the astonishing xmprovemcnts
in science, and deride the ignorance of their predeces-
sors, regardless of the old pm\crb “« Everything has
its day.”  Whenever, therefore, the periodic constitu-
tion uudcxgm,s an alteration, they cither obstinately
up]mld their usual plan, or clse blindly embrace some

stem, to them new, but which really rests upon an-
cient ‘and cst‘tl)h:hod principles. In general, they do
not fail to make so much e\'lggcmhon in support’ of
their opinions, and thus succeed in misleading so many,
that none but very well informed physicians. can dis-
tinguish the fallacy of their arguments.  The medical
hlstorv of Great Britain affords many stnkm«r proofs of
these assertions, and is replete with emmples of thie
singular obsuuacy with which the' English cling to
opinicns once .formed —a cm‘umstancc which' has
malerm!lv contributed to obstruct their attaining to
general views and impartial conclusions. Evcn to
ths day,'a warm contest is carried on (less, howe\'er,
in- bool\s, than in the debates of learned socwtres)
between the senior and j junior parts of the profession ;
the former still inclining to Brunenianism, while the

powers, unpreceded by any ev:dcm marks of excite.

latter attribute ne'uly all dlceaecs to inflammation.



